
R EF ER EN C.E P A PER S

INFORMATION DIVISION4
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNWL AFFAIRS

0~ CN>~>OTTAWA -CA~NADA

,BACKG!iQ-JiND OF TIIE GEI.JàR-BT. LAWRnLýQ
BEAUWAY 1dND POE 2ROJ'EGT

Th~e present Great Lak es-St. La1rence waseavbasic
factor~ ina the economji0 life of North Amueric<a. Exeding somie 2,350

* miles froei the hiear of' the con-binent to zhe 1tarxtic,~ A pzrovi<des an
imporat mea of ir4and wyatar transportati on. More thau Wl of
the w ,aeborn commerce of Canada and a quarter of' that of th nie
States ip cared on the Great LaIces and St.~ Lawrene River. In
addiion,~ approimatel a third of a potential 10,000Q,000 hors-power
lia been harnssed froni the fajs and rapids oft he waewy

Nata obstruction to navigation on the waterway have been
Qvrcm by th cosution of cana4s and bhe dredgiig of chnnls

Th present St. Lawence canal systez, on the Canaian shore can pass
ships of less than 14-foot êraft. Since most of th v atera system

foxrjs the intrntioal boiand4a7 betweon Cda and te United States,
the possibiliy of its e vcomext isto a v>enue of oean-gon sh
ping, of the tîutlier rogu4ationi of its wiatrado kiguefa

greaer muntof ts power potent i<l haveêenmteso neeti

Sne 1895 the question of~ deepening the cana1a in the St.
Lawrence has bente ou of consdral ervt n gvrmn

deveopmet i th ara of~ the Great Las; tat a r-,n rcpoa
commrcewit th occa port s of~ the wo14 wol resut and tat the
consrucion f te sewaywoud reove e4istingbrir adpri

the~~~~ fuldveomli-fte potential viater power~ tt is now in such

The pen 14-foot waia^j is obot and exper4ace lias
undrlnedth imorane of takn Xad van e of th lar~ge caryn
capcit ofthespeially-constructa4 t uper Iaesteeooyo

opeation of' tse vessels havinG been ensr dithtaspt-

Ifth caigatiQs of those hsuprtecotutinf

vesls wihrslant decreases ini tanspotto css Sne .
World War II ~ , exlrtini orthen QuebecanLbrdrls ofme

theexitene ofetnie irn ore dep9eits Thsdvlpetia

andoponnt ofth savayprojec regardin the poenia reduction

in trnprtto 
tots Th prniatoreo isgemrths


