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ARTICLE 17
Functions of the Commission

1 The Commission may consider all matters pertaining to the aims of this
Convention and to the implementation of its provisions, and may make recommen-
dations relating thereto.

2. The decisions of the Commission provided for in articles 2 and 3 shall be taken
by a two-thirds majority of the members of the Commission.

ARTICLE 18
Reports of the Board

15 The Board shall prepare annual reports on its work containing an analysis of
the statistical information at its disposal, and, in appropriate cases, an account of
the explanations, if any, given by or required of Governments, together with any
observations and recommendations which the Board desires to make. The Board may
make such additional reports as it considers necessary. The reports shall be sub-
mitted to the Council through the Commission, which may make such comments
as it sees fit.

2. The reports of the Board shall be communicated to the Parties and subsequently
published by the Secretary-General. The Parties shall permit their unrestricted distri-
bution.

ARTICLE 19

Measures by the Board to ensure the
execution of the provisions of the Convention

1. (a) If, on the basis of its examination of information submitted by governments
to the Board or of information communicated by United Nations organs,
the Board has reason to believe that the aims of this Convention are being
seriously endangered by reason of the failure of a country or region to
carry out the provisions of this Convention, the Board shall have the right
to ask for explanations from the Government of the country or region in
question. Subject to the right of the Board to call the attention of the
Parties, the Council and the Commission to the matter referred to in sub-
paragraph (c) below, it shall treat as confidential a request for information
or an explanation by a government under this sub-paragraph.

(b) After taking action under sub-paragraph (a), the Board, if satisfied that it
is necessary to do so, may call upon the Government concerned to adopt
such remedial measures as shall seem under the circumstances to be neces-
sary for the execution of the provisions of this Convention.

(c) If the Board finds that the Government concerned has failed to give satis-
factory explanations when called upon to do so under sub-paragraph (a),
or has failed to adopt any remedial measures which it has been called upon
to take under sub-paragraph (b), it may call the attention of the Parties,
the Council and the Commission to the matter.



