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The incrGasing involveent of the People's Republic of China, 

following the Cultural Rovelution, in contemporary international affairs 

is one of the Lore sigcmt factors influencing international politics 

today. The 1970 review of Ccnada , s u7;,teraa1 relations, Foreign Pelicy 

foc 	eprsod the hop c;tht Canada would be able to ns,ke 

a contribution towards bringing China into a tore constructire relation'

hip with the world_co=rittl. While it is impossible to determine 

thc ExCt, mcasuro of CsnrLdes contrbution to China 's decision to beecz,e 

a eore conspicuous actor in international affairs, our  roi  e can be 

considered ono of the nore ii:Iportant secomlishzents of contomperary 

Canadian foreign policy. Can*df'Os estoblish=nt of diplomatic relation?, 

with the People's Republic of China in 1970 and our  part  in the assuPticn 

by Peking of China's scat .in the United Nations, contributed substantially 

to the emergence o£ China from its earlier Loolation. 

.ftnadian fisl,,donerics snd mDrchaniss provided Canada's earliest 

contacts 	Chins...:in the 1st°. 19th e,entury. in 1906 the C511.L.dian 

Governeut opened a C=:-,:srcial Office in Shanghai. Although a Cninesc 

Consulate G-cneral  as etabliâhed in Ottaa, with offiec in Vancouver, 

Toronto, and Winnipeg, prior to 1909, an ai:Alms&dorial exchange  :as  not 

&greed upon until 1941. It vas not until April 1943 that a Candisn 

location vas established in China. 

Froa Janwry 1938 to Eovez,ber 1939 a Canii_nn, Dr. Nornan..Ercthuno, 

provided iLportant E:dical services to the Chine Eighth Routs Ariny in 

the war .-Jith Japan. Dr. Bethune WW . D p oint thoracic surgeon in 

Canada and in 1936 orgsnizçA. the Canadian Mobile Blood rL7ansfusion Service 

in Spain during the Civil Usr. Aftor a brief return to Canada he went to 

China 14Jhere ho  died in 1939 after contracting blood poisoning while 

performing an operation. 	Tsa—tung wrote "In 1,'..ezory of Norman Bsthune,,  

after the doctor's dth. This tributo becae one of the three cost 

cosnonly rezd articles in China during the Cultural Revolution in the 

late 1960's. ConscoumtIy, Pethuns has becom2 onc of the best—knoI4n 
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