
ssion calis for change in newspaper ownership

legislation is required to, curb
ation of ownership and ensure
1g editorial freedomn for Cen-
ily newspapers, accordîng to the
)f the Royal Commission on
ers.
oyal Commission was set upefter
iltaneous closing last August of
lvspapers, the Ottawa Journal,
)Y the Thomson chain and the
rFree Press, owned by Southam

ated. The three-man commission
led by Thomas Kent, former Wîn-
ee Press editor and current dean
nistrative studies at Dalhousie
:y. The other members of the
ion were Borden Spears, former
Star senior editor, and Laurent
former Canadian Broadcasting
:ion president.
IO-page report was the culmine-
iine months of work that includ-
'Ys of public hearings in 13 Cen-
:ies. In their report the commis-
nlaintained: "Freedom of the
flot a property right of owners.
ght of the people." To this end
rt recommended new legislation
'Id place limits on the number of
ers a chain could own and
a chain's business ventures ini
ier than newspapers.

Lsi for owners
to what it termed "a decade of

1g change" in Canada's news-
dustry, the inquiry, which cost
lion, called for a broad range of
to be taken by the federai gov-

under the umbrelle of a Canada
ler Act.
e~t Wvould set out strict guidelines
9 the ownership and sale of daily
ers; provide special capital cost
es for the purchase by indivi-
ULP to 5 per cent of the shares of
nY that had bought a newspaper;

lie60 days public notice before
19 f any newspaper.

ePOrt upholds the principle that
ý M~ust be free of undue goverfl-
:erfererice but argues that "free-

culation in Canada while another three
lay dlaim to two-thirds of English-language
circulation. In seven provinces - ail but
Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia - at
least two of every three daily papers sold

are produced by a single company or con-
glofTlerate.

Highlights of the report
Some of the major recommendations
made by the Royal Commission on News-
paperS were:
- creation of a Canada Newspaper Act

that would remove some of the strength
of newspaper chains;
- having large chains such as Thomson
Newspapers Limited and Southam I ncor-

porated make some divestments;
- forbidding ownership of newspapers

and weeklies in the same circulation area;

- prohibitillg creation or enlargement of

chai-ns larger than five newspapers, with

more than 270,000 daily circulation or

with newspapers that are geographicallv
close;_____

tor commission proposais and act as a
press ombudsman;
- encouragiflg more voluntary press
cou ncils, newspaper ombuâsmen and sup-
port for journal ism -chools;
- creating a national journalisrn training
institute;
- appointing many editors-in-chief under
contract and making annual public
reports of their stewardship; and
- giving grants to news services to ex-
pend and improve thefr coverage.

Energy legisiation

of French-language cir-


