Educational Reports.
The Schools of Nova Scotia.

The report of Dr. A. H. MacKay, bupermtcndent
of Education for Nova Scotia, is very in
reading. Not only is there a full discussion of
cducational conditions in that province, but com-
parisons with other countries are very enlightening.
The improved title page and the modest buff-gray
cover, instead of the tell-tale official blue, are out-
ward and visible signs that suggest interior renewal ;
and the reader will not be disappointed. Of the
many excellent reports of Dr. MacKay, this is per-
haps the best from its stimulating tone and note of
progress.

The year ending July 31, 1908, Dr. MacKay re-
ports, has been one of unusual activity and advance-
ment in nearly every department of educational
work. The schools increased from 2,465 to 2,516,
an accession of fifty-one for the year, but the in-
crease of pupils was only 98, showing that many
rural schools are decreasing in numbers owing to a
decreasing school population. Female teachers in-

creased by 37 and male teachers by only one, giving

the ratio of 2,300 women to 355 men—nearly seven
to one. In the high school the attendance of girls
and boys is in the proportion of two to one. In
the majority of counties third class female teachers
receive from themlhlgtnhrythuthd
class male teachers. The colleges also show an in-
crease in the number of women, and Dr. MacKay

points out that lfthnem’ﬂlemnx‘-

will be the predominantly educated sex.” .
Teachers, trained at the pmnddmmd il

decreased by twenty during the year, owing to the

attractions in the West for teachers holding normal
college diplomas. This has had the effect of reviv-
ing a former regulation, also in force ‘isNew
Brunswick, making the course free only t ¢
students who intend to teach at least three years in
the province. :
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with an average of about seven pupils, and several
'schools with only three or four scholars have been
kept open. The reports of the inspectors on closed
schools is interesting reading. In one inspectorate,
whnchbontsofbuttwoclaledichook ‘the follow-
ing terse reasons are given: “ In one section there
are no children to go to school; in the other no om
can be found to board the teacher,”.
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chiefly situated in the industrial towns of
Nova Scotia, there were 1,300 ents 7
schools, with the technical college now i
completion in Halifax, and the increasingly h"ﬂ‘
number of students at the Wnﬂﬂl college,

“Truro, show that the province is meeting the de-

mand for training in the useful arts.

A gratifying feature in the report'lf the delire
on the part of the educational authorities to give
the poorest and least populated sections of the pro-
vince the benefit of the freg schools ; 310 schools




