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clusters of ricli censn iii terminal clust-
ers at lest two inhe acrosa, are most

striking and forni a decided and welcome
contrast to the clean green leavea.

REHOUSING IN CANADA
BY W. D. LIGHTHALL, MO.

I eonfeas myseif a littie in despair at
the subjeet assigned me, "Rehousing in
Canada. " If it is to bie descriptive, it is
like the book on the anakes of Ireland. If
I arn to deal with the need of re-housing,
the tities of the other discourses fixed for
to-day stand up in protest-' '"Slums and
Diseases," "Insanitary Ilousing Condi-
tions," "Municipal iPowers." IPerhaps I
nmay id proper refuge iln the future by
the spirit of prophecy. O1r arn I to put
on an air of Delphic wisdom and dispense
advie? Surely our audience would re-
ieniber Jb- -'who, is this that uttereth

counsel without wisdom?" The short of it
is, that re-housing in Canada is a new, a
scarcely tried subject, and we mnust ail put
our heads together if we are to make any-
thing out of its discussion.

The need is great-that requires no
argument. One has only te go to St. Maur-
ice street, or a number of others here in

Mnraand look well over and into the
littie aincienti wooden shanties, tumbling
down of their own rottenness. known to
the authorities as "tuninhabitable," yet
toleratedi because of the fear of causing
loss to the proprietors; or on many con-
gestedl streets, the jerr-built rack-rent-
riddceni teneinents of more recent date, sur-
rourndn.tg yprtIM, ivith the fllthiest sanitary
arratigemoi-rs or some of the settiements
of foreigners living in cellars or one fam-
ily i n a rooýn w%'ithowt reasonable air or
lighIt andi subjeet to horrible forins of tu-
bherculosis andl other disease--and then to
learn thie statisties and stories showingz
hiow extensively thie population in suchi
condlitions iii disappearing by the hanid of
dleath, and d1eteriorating morally, intellec-
tuali y andf ph ' sieaýlly--one lias only to
corne face to face with these ready to hand
facta and( conditions to arrive at the con-
clusion that thiose old diilapidated shanties
shoufl be forthwith dlemolishied, and the
new ones fored to ful ainendment by the
strictest exertion of auithority.R-
cently a Wiestmouint physician tcdd mne how
he had been calledl to a house not far froni

the City Hall of Montreal. There he found
sixteen Galicians sleeping in two emal
rooms only, large enough for one person.
The single window was hermetically seal-
cd. Hie was told that one set slept there
by day and another by niglit. The flocor
was filthy. One man wÎth tonsilitis wa8
expectorating freely upon it. The same
conditions obtain in the foreigu quarter
of Winipeg, and to some extent other
cities, including Toronto. In demanding
demolition laws, we should bear in mnd
some of the conclusions of old country ex-
perience, which is not now so unlike ours
as is often thouglit. Some of these con-
clusions miîglt be adapted as follows: 1.
Demolition, thougli absolutely requisite
for the dilapîdated shanty, is an extreme
recourse, and should be limited to, the
worst types. 2. They should be flrst pur-
chased, if possible, by the city, under au-
thorization from the Legislature to, borrow
for the purpose. 3. If a landlord refuses
fo seli at a reasonable price, he shouldJ be
lîeld strictiy to ameliorate. This is one
of the points of the recent English Houa-
ing Act. 4. But it must bie remernbered
that demolition and reconstruction by the
eity are very costiy. 5. Consequently the
hope of the future is in the proper con-
struction and planning of new districts.
Fortunately just now this is favored by
our growing conditions in Canada. With
every energy and earnestness in our
power let us urge that this should be'doue
at once. Where will the cînass we xnight
cali old habitues of demoiished premises
go? What is there for them to go to?1 And
what about the great masses whose con-
ditions are partly bad, where they might
and should be whoily good and nothing
les? Amelioration of the present housing
shouid, in the latter cases, be the ain
and that is a wide subjeet.

In Canada I know only of two cases of
actual rehousing, omitting such as takes
place naturaliy, by voiuntary movement
of indivîduais to the outskirts of the
cites. The two cases are the experinenta
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