
The Juby Issue of the National Municipal Review of last
year contained-an articfle by Mr. Thomas Adams, Housing
and Town Planning Adviser to tbe Canadian Governmnent
entitbed "Canada's Drive for Better Housing." Mr.
Adams described the Canadian housing policy as'tentative
and experimentai and admitted that it involved almost re-
volutionary changes in housing methods. It had to meet
and overcome the powerful objection that bitherto, the pro-
vision of bouses had been regarded as the prerogatIve, of
the building Industry and any govertiment action was an
interference with private enterprise.

The answer to this objection was obvious and conclusive.
It was that private enterprise had practicaby ceased to
operate in tbe construction of workmen's dwellings and
any further reliance upon the supposed potency o! the law
of demand and suppiy was perilous and Impossible. Ac-
cumulated evidence showed that the housing conditions
o! moat towns amd cities were a menace to the be-alth and
welfare of the people and, in ,the interest o! the race, tbe
bousing of tbe workIng classes must be accepted as a na-
tional responsibility. Private enterprise bad abandoned
the task because there was no money in It.

The Canadian Goverxrment decided to inaugurate a boan
of $25,000,000 for the purpose of national bousing. This
money was to be distributed amnong the nine provinces,
pro rata to the population . The money was loaned at 5
per cent interest and the provinces were to accçpt the
responsibility of the administration of the boan. The
project repreeented a co-operative effort among federal,
provincial and municipal governments. The federal res-
,ponsibility coneisted In supplying the capital, in establish-
Ing certain general principles for better housing and in
keeping a general oversight of the provincial houslng
schemes, wblch bad to receive the approval o! the Federal
Housing Coinmittee. The Indications are that the wbole
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as a -province, of $2,000,000. Ontario ha:s coxnpleted 1,184
houses. To this province was allotted. the sumn of $8,753,-
291 of the federal bean andi the houeing report of the pro-
vince etates that if ail the re-quests received from the
munlcipalities for boans were met another eight million
dollars would be required. With the change of govern-
mient a new housing act bas been adopted by the province
of Ontarlio, entitled "The Municipal Housing Act" which Ie
similar in nature to the houeing act of 1919 except that the
municipalities will no longer take advantage of the federal
b1an but will issue debentures which. wiI be guaranteed by
the ýprovince. On account of the steady increase in the
cogt of building, which lu placed at 25 per cent for the
year o! activity, the maximum amnount of loan bas been
.raised from $4,500 to $5,100.

In the Ontario bousing act eoldiers, widows, or widow-
ed mothers of soldiers may be advanced 100 per cent o!
the value of the houe lnd and improvements, wbere the
land bas been acquired by the hotising commission. Clvi-
lians muet purchase the land or advance 10 per cent o!
the value of the bouse, land and improvements frum the
local houslng commission. The municipalities may de-
posit their debentures witb tbe province without bimiting
th eir borrowing powers.

A similar act to tbe Ontario act of 1919 was passed by
the province of Nova Scotia. Several towns have appoint-
ed housing commissions and much activity ie promised
for tbe present building season.

In the province o! New Brunswick, fifty bouses bave
been built.

The original act of Quebec was devoted exclusiveby to,
the building of garden suburba In the neighborhoods
around the chie! industrial centers but the act bas been
modified In tbis respect and will be applied more largeiy
to assieting individual lot ownere to build bouses for them-
sebves. Some twenty bouses have been constructed.

In Manitoba an act was passed that gives preference to
returned soldiers over other applicants for boans and va-
nious municipalities bordering on tbe eity o! Winnipeg are
taking advantage o! the act. Over seventy houss have
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