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The Citi.zenship of the Future
MRS. ROSE HENDERSON.

The Canadian Municipal Journal bas been, and Is, ren-
dering splendid service to the municipalities throughout
the Dominion in interesting lis ctlzens to taite a greater
înterest ln civic and national problems, cleaning up and
setting ln order the larger home-the community. There
la no greater business, and certainly no more honorable
calling than that of "City Father," or "Chief Magistrate."
Yet such is the peculiar conception of clvlc government and
political administration In Canada that men fight shy of
nomination for public office lest they be accused of hav-
ing "sinister motives," personal "*self ish interest", at stake
and, unfortunately, this is often true. To graft ratber
tban administer seems to be the incentive calling some
men to office, and it seems as If this is inevitabie and
likely to, go on until, as some of our pesslmistlc frlends
assert, "we change human nature." Meaning, of course,
that buman naturelis more evil tban good and that
there. is littie hope, since the Creator himself saddled and
handicapped the race in this way. Poor human natu7re!
Hlow we slander thee' Bismarck once Sad: -you canflot
have scramb)ledl eggs without breaking the sheils," be
might also have addied that neither can you unscramble
scrambled eggs. We cannot have good citizens, efficient
and worthy of the- people's trust, or an electorate of in-
telligent voters, determined on having their wishes, faith-
fuliy carried out bY their representatives, until we break
the sheli of our ignorant and superstitions belief that citi-
zenship is somethlng tbat la inberited or imbibed witb the
air and deinonstratedl once in two, tbree or four years. On
election day when a bit of paper is marked and deposited
in a ballot box.

No!I Citlzensbip is more than this . Cltlzenshlp la sOme-
thlng to be acqulred tbrough teaching, training, and par-
ticipation, and not an inherlted instinct or a natura liaW
like the desire for food.

The stone walls most children have to contend wlth to-
day la the ignorance of their own parents; the ignorance
and seifishness displayed in bad houslng, dlrty streets, irm-
pure food and lack of play, centres; the un-modemn and
inachine-like school curriculum whlch tries to give a
smatterlng of any and everythlng but the good essenti9als
of borne maklng and nation building; and the sou1-killlflg
and cbaotic industrial machine before tbey are half grown.

Life is a scramble for most people from cradie to grave.
Children scramble through school, then scramble for jobs,
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ln order to eXist, later they scramble a few dollars together
to get some bits of furnituire and a marriage lîcense, and
no sooner ifave they started to live than they have to be-
gin to tbink about dying, ,Agaln comes a scrambie to get
togetber enough to take ont a life, or rather a death, In-
surance poicy, and so life goes for most people. To uin-
scramble this scramble is the herculean task of the future-
a cut and drled pollcy wbich even Bismark didn't formu-
late., other than to say: "If you want the nation to carrry
through any great idiea, take and incorpate it in your
scbeol curriculum," the trutb of which is being too
eloquently demonstrated in the efficient but damna 'ble Ger-
man war machine whlch bas devastated so much of God's
good work. If the German children could have leen train-
ed to become such efficient life destroyers, wby cannot our
Canadlan cbldren be tralned to become ideal citizens and
lîfe conservers? They can, and herein lies the, salvation
of this and aIl other nations.

Most people are mentaiiy aIl mixed nip; they don't know
good citlzenship from bad. They have no idea of adm~inis-
tration. Civic beauty and-idealipm are iaceking in corn-
munity consclousnêss wlthout even an elemnentaryknowledge
of the common by-laws.

Life therefore belng such a mtx-up and scrgamble, I agree
wltb tbe pessimist who doiefniily says you must "1change
human nature."

I have littie hope of changing the mind and attitude of
aduits. There 15 notblng people hate so mncb as change,
or, to Part with their old fogle notions. The nature and
mind of the child, bowever, i, plastiec day awaîtlng the deft
fingers of tbe artist ta mould it as he will, The chîid basý
no hide-bound theories of any kind, therefore open to teach-
ing and conviction. Witb the chlld lies Our great hope for a
better and saner future. Good citlzenship) is the rock on
whlch national prosperîty is fonnded. How and where to
begin ils training is the question of the bour.

To this there la and can be only one answer-begin in the
schools-"Mercy me!" The teacher exclaims, another for-
mula for tbe barrassed pupil to expound," nevertheless there
is no other place where citlzensbip can be more effectively
demonstrated than in the commnnity school. It bas been
applied, tried out and pronounced successfnl beyond ques-
tion,

In iny next article T wiii try to point out how good citizens
can be made out of the raw materil of chiidhood, witbont
lnjury to teacher or pupl, and witb beneficlal resuits to ail.

Making the Autos Pay for the Roads
Some novel features wiil mark the five-thousafld-miie

ighway system proposed for the State of Illlnois. Con-

.9icneus among them are the plan to bulld the roada es-

eciaily for motor traffic and the proposai that thle auto-
iobilists shail pay principal- and interest of the sixtY rail-
ons expended. This la to ho done by adjustlng the license
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