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then read the follo%&in4,

VALEDICTORY.

With what feelings of wonder and gratitude we
realize the cause cf this Convocation, we cannot
express. When we sec in this the successful close of tbe
first year of the Women's Medical College, xve recognize
that the day is upon uls -the oight is over. When we
thinit, tee, that it is ooiy a few months since we were in
a sea of trouble, when we could enly hope that soinetirne,
somehow, sornewhere, good wonld be the final goal cf iii;
xvhen the beam that had slanted forward was all but over-
cast by the clouds that arese, we neyer care7d te look
for se speedy -a fruition cf our clreams. In the light cf
sncb good fortune we may indeed hope for ail things, and
doubt net that through aIl the ages one increasing pur-
pose runs, that the thoughts of men are eý idened with the
process cf the sun. It is in this, this wiîde..iig cf thornght,
fullar growth cf genarosity, that we look for the warnith
that is te nourish and mature the infaîîoy cf this happy
ventura, an infancy that is oaturally healthy, and presages
a long and useful lifa. As the first gradnating class we
deem it a proper occasion, bafore saying our adieux, te
give, as far as may hein a brief way, or resens for the
faith that is 10 us, our reasons for holding that ail sources
cf aducation should be as fraely opened te wcman as te
man:

First-As te our right ;hi bas always seamed te us 50
very plainly right, andi se little in any wsy reasonable te
be said te the cootrary that we have scarcely ccnsidered
it a matter cf apologetics. Since we beloog te the genus
homo, sinca humanity is the noblest work of God, and on
aarth is none lordlier than tbey, then wbo is there sbculd
say, '1this may yen do-this may ycu ot do." Aside
from the laws cf country that upholfi and prctect ail men
and wcman eqnaily, whanca the autbority derived that
prasumea te say te an equal creature, 'thus far and ne
farthar shait thon go." Wheil the great Author cf ail
created ns cf the human race, and gave us the nature and
seuls that made us mortal, He neyer made distinction
between tha seuls cf men and wcmen, and sioce the
seul, the mind, is the dominant power cf the creature, and
the Il bigbest la the measure cf the man," how cao i t be
that eithar shonld be trammelled by the laws cf the other.
Had ibis general principle been recognizad, had whaî %ve
-dcaim as right ne'er been meeted, but franl<ly ours, as

dues cf nature," the inch by inch conflicts that have
spurred soe advocates te rush tee far loito ungracieus
extremas, te pusb rigbt as right te se objectionabie an
end, wenld neyer have been chronjcled. '-Woman's
Sphere 1' mcst hackneyed termi I bas been su uften defined
that it bas beceme alinost meanîngless; but give us leavete say it bas beretofore been chiefly deflned by the haîf
cf creation net wcman, and therafore by ber open te
criticism. First, always comas the bighesî, holiest office
cf womanhood-that cf wifa and mother-tbe higbest,
tha boliest wcrk, te rnould the minds, te fDrm the char-
actera, of the rising generatien; te guide them on in patba
tbat lead te the perfecting cf wbat is noble and pure in
their natures, in patha that lead te perfect manliness, te
perfect wemanness-to nenrish the seeds cf good, te
daatroy tha germa cf evil ;te create i0 tbemn influences
fer geefi te aîl aternity, te the uplifting cf mankind, te
the walfare cf tha nation. Se far woman bas net been
the idfeal mothar she might bave bean. Vv here she bas
been the noble and trua mctbar that we ail rayera, tbink
cf the mighty efforts cf love, untiring zeal and patience
necassary te achieva s0 much at se unspeakabla a disad-
vantaga. What keen perception thera must have been
exercised te catch the raality cf thinga frcm the mare
reflectiens that wera ber aIl. Perfect metharboofi 1 noble

ambition! and how shahl it coma ? .Net by dwarfing ber
mmid, net by cramping ber powers in any way. but by ai-
lowing ber te work ber will, developed by aIl the ad-
vantagýes cf education, physical and intellectual, and un-
bampered by prejudice an'l adverse criicism. Vve feel
that neglect bore accounts for the immaturity, the mis-
shapen, imperfect lives that are livefi (.t i0 weariness,
utterly davoid cf the true, seul -delighting happinesa within
the reach cf the trainied and thonghtful intellect. Just se
sure as that the light cf science bas reached the brigbt-
nasa cf the present day tbrough years, decades, centuries
cf constant nourishmenî cf %%hat waa already given, thro'
rectifying mistakas, through taking ont the false links in
the chain, thrcugh every means that could strengthan
truc priociplea and promote growth toward a far-off di-
vine eveot cf perfectness, juat se surely have years, de-
cades, centuries cf seclusion, ignorance, and restriction
tcoded te pervert, te weaken the intellect and the body cf
one haîf cf creation. Andi yet we are teld agaîn and again
woman have net the capacity for education ;they ara
mare xveaklings in intallectual fieldsa tbev have neyer yat
evinced power by any achievements; they lack acientiflc
accnracy ; tbay ara meat profoundly iliogical. Oh, jus-
tice ! where art thon fled? Woman'a mind bas been
starved ;instead cf being surrenndad by aîîything te caîl
forth the laient powers witb which we knowv nature bas
endowed ber, ber aspirations have been most tîmely
-nippad i' the bud" by the rigid dogmas cf father and

brother, and, oh ! gnievous truth, by the bcly horror cf
ber orthodox sistera. I)id slîe evince a desire te acqosint
hersaif xvitb the workings cf atate, tc gain a glimmer ito
the sacredly masculine mecbaniam cf polities and legîsla-
tien, or ventura te open ber lips on a subject Nhich cus-
tom haci decreed beycnid the scopa cf faminine intellect,
ber courteons friands accurded ber a amîle cf superier
greatoasa, while ber broîbers privaîely adm'-nished bar
te keep silence in sncb maîters; tîtat it was unbecoming
in a lady, and enîîrely beyond ber "asphere." Se, chilled
and repressed on ail aides, the y'ears have rung eut their
changes, and weman bas remained at a stand-still,
the gonial cuiront cf ber seul frozen and inanimate.
It bas tcld sadly upon ber. She feels that she is net
expected te bo atrikingly sensible, that she and logic are
two a prettily cnrved smile, a becoming dreas. a s',v et,
confiding manner, is the sum and acine cf the desîrable
girl. She is informed by ber gentlemen friands that she
is delightful juat as ahe is. ",Heaven preserve mue from
a learned womao .' "the saints defend me from a lady-
physician :- ' wbiie a scientîfic female xvould fairly set me
wild I reminda us cf chat a ccli known cvriter once
said "Sncb men, in chocsing a xvile, %viah te make sure
cf oe fuel who will caîl them \visoe;" or - Wa ara ot
a denyin' womnen aie feolish ; God made 'om se to match
the mon." Yas, it is an undeniabla fact, that history as-
sorts cii avery page, theîe bas bean (excepîing. cf course,
or lately granted advantages, fer wvhich ail d-ia thankful-

nesa) an niter disregard cf the intellectual develop ment
cf wcmnan, and cf the physical as well; and bore we might
aay that we canoot but realize that the physique cf wo-
man te-day is oe cf nature's marred intentions. There
must be a reason fer it. Nature nover made a niechan-
ism that would ot work well, tberefcre the fauît moast ho
in ourseivos, ot in or stars, and ce know certainly that
education bas net parpotrated the miachief. hI is net due
to any newly-arisen evil, it bas been an insidions gre\vth,
or rather decay, and therefore ot exactly reccgnizable or
traceablo. But uve aarnestly feel that sxere wernan pesa-
essed of more knowledge she wculd sec wberein ber
manner cf lifa is ccntrary te the laxva cf bealth, aîîd con-
ferm bersoîf tc them accordîng te ber anligbtenimant. At
wbese door lies the burdon cf the wrong? Net altogether
at ihat cf man, ot altogather at that of wcmen, but


