
MASSEY'S ILLUSTIRATED.

The Farmer Feedethi Ali.
)My loi-i villes throit.-fih is palace gate,
M %. lady *wtp lmm ili Nile-
,rite - tg titi iika.m ii O i tawny i immcg.
A1immi e iltairei M lmtu it mamviet;
'lime mmimmtre.l hiaimeth mit-mtrilv,
'rte hiIoi- illougimi titi foaming seam,
'rite 1tttsmm ili l (li g m d e ier
Ammd t lit mlirrr wiithmtit al ft-ar.

liut fail to t-at-h im - Imifatli,
Thte famimt-î- lie imît feedm timem ail.

smtiffi himtmmemeth lm ieitly tihe stifliN,
' iest î,reaî-lu-th pumre- ammm limoly woris,
I >:mtte Alie iworkell h lrofflt-ry weILl
t lemk Rit-liard tales orf limt m-atmt t-ll.
Timuteî- ifeu- au-Us lier fmmmtîm iitr,
itt Fislq-r fism-thii lthte it-te,

And courties lmre ti iim itte
Milt la , the wmtt-eon ie

Titte far'inetr lie ittuat fl t ftlmtîl.
Mammil ul Imi. -a--t lt-s ifait- atd ligi,
%Vimatevtr iv ritiet 1mm.ti li1
(.1rcat citieca risc euti etcm> Iia,
Orc-at cltur-lt- showt ialmmlt r iaudî,
i-rtat arches, Mtoimtmmmteiits aîi tmt-d
Fair lialaees atild lmt-altg timm-,
Grt-eat work s mInime, te't lit-m-t aid- tht-n-,
Amt(] we-cl mmari îvtmrîçîthttitj e i mtrt-.

But work ai- i-tst, wiizttcm- iefall
Tite fat-ner lic immuit feed tmemin ail.

\'E have iituch pleasure iii dlîawig attenttion ta
ainoat iîtterestiîîg letter r i page 1<) train an os-

teemed lady corresponîdent iii Melbnourne, Austra-
lia, who id a native-born Canadian.

l'iiE offleat itîhabitant bas coiisidci-able dilhiculty
iii beiiig able ta figure ont lîow unany Canadiaai
wiliters ii ]lis iccollection have beeui sa nihd as the
preseîît one. Aîy stt-auget- visiting Cjanada thîls
wiîtei- for the fit-st tiîno watt I be nîystified ta ac-
coitit for the stott4 lie probably luid been itat-vus-
toicd ta hîsar et the arctic natuîre et Caiiadats
climate. It is thie gelxeral impr-ession uip ta the
lreaeiit that except in rather flat lanîds, whtîch wene
fleoded and the water liait becente f rozen, tat wlîeat
las suffcî-ed very slight damnage.

PIREMIER MOWAT lias ahways cviîîced rai-e this
crimnitatioti in lis tlaice of in ta 1111 positionîs iri
]lis cabinet. The appointmient of Mn. Dt-uriy as
LMinister of Agriculture was aul exceedingly popular
eue, aud thes appointnieîit tItis tiiontît of Lieut,.-Col.
G4ibson, of Haimiltoji, as l>îoviiicial Seci-etaî-y, is
juist as popular. Col. Uîbsonit l eve-y i a gn
tîcî-nan auîd will pt-ove a vahuiable acqluisitionl te the
iiiiiiîstry. The vacancy wvas eaused by tlue 1esigita.
tiotu et Mr-. Paî-dee, Ceînissioner et (Jowîi Lands,
ewing te c-oîtinued ili-healtlt, and the tî-aisference
et thtat portfolio te 2Nm. Hardy.

'fîîa Proviiicial Exhibition appaî-ently mnust go
on this year aitd London iih have tîne lianor ot pla-
ing upotu its aiuas the tact that the hast ans was
lield iihin its bordera. It, is uindei-stood that

inhers et the Agriculture and A rts Association
are fuhly ahive ta fe tact thiat if is folly ta conîtinue
holding the fAfr. 'thems is, howevei-, disappoiint-
ment in stor-e for the local fait-s who expected te

obtain a share of the $10,000 annual grant whieh
the govemninent bas made ta the Provincial. We
are not mucli wide of the mark in saying that ivhen
the Provincial fair becoînes a thiîig of the past se
will the $10,000 grant.

WE took occasion hast monthi ta roter ta the
scheme et annual examinations inaugumated by the
Ceuincil of thc Agriculture and Arts Association,
et Ontario, an subjeets having a direct bearing
upon praetical agriculture. It again affords us
11111121 pleastire to state tîjat thc Cauincil have de-
cidcd ta give prizes and mredals for different pur-
poses for the season et 1889. Aniongst these miay
bc niientîoned the following: Es2ay on "The culti-
vation of green crops for soiling and ensilage and
their value iii faimti operationa," firat prize $30,
second prize $20; cssay an <'The advantagcs of
rotation of cmeps as comipared with tie evil of
avrer-crop)pinig," first prize $30, second price $20,
the mnalitscript in bath cases nat ta excecd twenty-
live pages, and ta be sent ta thec Secretîtry ot the
Association, Tai-auto1 net later than Auigust lat,
next.

AT this SeaSon1 Of the year farmers have ta keep
their wits about thein so as not ta got swindled by
the seed wheat confidence in. Their gaine bas
beeii practiced so otten that it is sumprising any ans
cati bc simple enoughi to allow hinitIf ta be cfauglit
in the tmap. It is gsnerally ta get a fariner ta buy
suflicient seed wvheat et a certain grade at fit teen
dollars per bushel for the land which the fariner
intends. devoting ta wheat and agi-seing ta retann
in tlic fait and purchase an equal quaîitity at the
saie prie frein the crop secured and take tlic re-
mainder at $2. 50 per bushel. If the fariner hosita-
tes ta accept this proposition they then. offer lîim
tlîe option of selling the ci-op ta lis neiglibors at
$15 pur bushel and keep the profil; himseîf. Un-
forturiately thîey are of ten succestul and the fariner
ivho pays thei for the seed wheat learna ta his
disgnat wvheii the fait tume coumes tîtat; hie lasQ been
duped.

"Why do boys leave the farm " forîned al im--
portant subjeet for discussion et sanie of the recent
meetings of the Jainera' Institutes. Well, we suip-
pose a gead many reasons eau be advanced. One
of tîmei, ne doubt, la the glamaur et city lite.
Haiv maiy sens et farinera have entered the leautied
professiions anditire barely earîning enough ta keep
body and soul tegether O f course there are ex-
ceptions and maîîy farir' sons in tîte professions
lave wvon for theniselves nat oîdly distinction but
anl ample competence. The constant cry is that
the professions ai-e over-stockeml muid unquestianably
they are. Why, thet efore, should farinera' sans pre.
fer ta enter professions that are admittedly avru-
crowded ta following the honorable ealliig et a
farier? lt seems to us that tîtose wlîa cati best
armswer ths question IlWhy dIo boys leave the
ftai*!»" are thne boys theniselves, and if thîe y would
write us giviiig their roasons wvo wilI be glad ta
publish them. Tixeir letter8 ntight provide food for
refiection.

WiTir the objet-t et encouraging scientifie tarin-
ing in th-. province et Quebec, Bon. Mr. Rhodes
lias iutroduced a bill ta the liegislature of that

prvneinalgiiratiiig an Order ta bie called
"L'rd e deM~erite Agricole de la Province (le

Quebe." The inost important teaturs is ta pio-
vide inedals and diplomas as primea ta be offsred
for coinpetition, and for this pumpose the province
i8 ta be diviâed into oeven agmicultural and four
caoiînization districts. The Order will comprise
three classes: Active members, Iltres grand
menite;" aspirant, "grand mneitýe," and aspi-
rant "lmente," anîd the qualification is ta be 85, 75,
and 65 points respectively. Medals and diploinas
are ta be given under the great seal of the province.
Three subjecta are to be taken up, agriculture,
kitehen gardening, and fruit raising. Anything
tending ta advance the cause et agriculture or ta
instil a spirit et emulatien ita the minda of farm-
ers shanld be gladly welcomed and the Quebeo
Ministry are themefere ta be congratulated on es-
tablishing the Order eft ' A-ricultur~J Mleuit. New
Mr. Dî-ury, yau have the Lor! -
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JANYARY is the montbl for meetings of the Farm.-
er-s' Institutes throughout Ontario. True to his
promise, the Minister of Agriculture lias attended
a large number of *thèse meetings. He statea that
" very mnudli increased attendance la reported from
alinost ail parts of the province and a greater readi.
nessa on the part of farmera generally ta prepare
papers and take part in the disussions. It is safe
to say that the work dons by the Institutes this
year lias been much better thaîî during any year
qince their orgauization. The objecta ot these
meetiings are lai'gely educational and by attending
thent ail wvho have eyes to see and cars te lîsar can
learn samething to their advantage. Any fariner
who imagines it will not pay bum te take sonte
trouble and a littie expense to attend the Inictitute
meetings miust be possessed et a considerable sup-
ply of vanity. It would do him a world of good
to go ta ane of the meetings as lie would very
quickly get the conceit kîîoocred out of hini, and
wvonld -be forced ta came ta the conclus.ion that
"1there are more things than we dreat of in aur
philosophy. " Ai honor ta the mnen whio by reading
papers on practical and scientifie subjects do ail in
their power ta uplift the cause of agriculture.

ComiARisSs are being constantly made between
Dakota anîd Manitoba and the Northweit as to their
farming capabîlities. It is well known that farmers
in Dakota have during the past year suffered very
greatly tram different causes, and a large propor-
tion are in consequence ini abject poverty. It bas
been estiniated by the United States Departmnent
af Agriculture that the early freats last f£Llt in Da-
kota reduced the average yield. of wheat ta nine
and one fifth bushels per acre. In Manitoba and
the Nortbwest a good deal of loas waa aiso occa-
îoned by the early frosta, but altheugh the lass is
not fully knawn yet, it will not, accomding ta coin-
petent authority, bie nearly as great as in Dakota.
The Canadian Northwest has undoubtedly the ad-
vantage in cititate over Dakota as it is neot sa vari-
able. It therefore should net be a difficuit matter
ta convince intendin settiers that Dakota is in-
teriar ta Manitoba and the Northwest as an agmi.
cultural country. Canada bas a glaonus heritage
in lier Northwest and it should be the duty, as weIl
as the privilege, of every one af her loyal sons by
veice aud pen te defend that heritage frein the
malicious attacks made againat it as a farming
country by speculators axîd others who have in-
terests at stake in Dakata and other rival States.

SOME valuable information cati be got by a peruisal
of the homestead and immigration statisties for the
year i 888 prepared by Mr. Brydges, cammissioné*r
of the Hudson's Bay Company. T)uring the y ear
about 3,10,00) acres af land weme taken lUP In
hontesteads, pro-exemption, and sales ini Mvanitoba
froin the goverriment, and the land conipanies sold
about 180,000 acres making a totalof 510,000 acres,
almost the ivholeoaf which lias been taken up by
actual settlers. Land cempanies who had hecome
possessed ot cansiderable quantities of land tbrough
the foreclosure et mortgages also disposed of a
large quautity of what they thus acquired. Be-
tween the loan companies. and private individuals
who have been belling land not far short of 100,000
acres have been dispased of makinig a total acreage
actually settled upon in Manitoba during 1888 of
fully 600,000 acres, which is largely in exceas of
any year ainie the boom of 1882. Most of tIens
lande have been taken up in quarter sections asnd it
ia estimated that about 4,000 farinera in addition ta
the 1,000 who were previouBly in the country 'have
settled upon the land during the pasIt year in Mani-
tel)a. iaking an average et thre-s ta a family this
would mean a total increase ini population tram this
source ahane ot about 12,000 peoplo. The prospecta
for the curment yoar are evon more eneouragmng.

FSXDAY evoning, Januaryf 4th, wil long be me-
membered by the Toronto Board of Trado in par-
ticular, and by the people et Canada in general.
It was the occasion of the second annual banquet
et the Board of Trade and it was memorable tramn
the warde of bayalty that tell tram the lips of every
speaker. What called forth these genuine expres-


