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Pat out the light, ye winsome cherub,
Thy mission thou hast done full well 3

Another year we know has gone,

Qur hearts, alas ! that fact can tell,
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The cares and troubles we have borne,
The cherished hopes we've seen dispel,
The lov'd oncs we are left to mourn,
All these, tho' past, in memory dwell,

Point to the clock, yc smiling cherub,
Al hail with joy the news ve bring,
Another year we know has come,
Its praises loud all tongues shall sing.

May peace aned plenty rule onr land,

And make our homes with wirth to ring ;
May manly hearts ayve veady stand,

To shicld her from the viper's sting.

THANKS.

Sinek the issue of our ecember number we have
received many kind words of encouragement for
which we ave duly grateful.  Our subseriptiou list
is also rapidly increasing, which is another cause
for thankfulness, The extraordinary liberal offers
we have made in our Preminm List have evilently
been fully appreciated, and we uwrge upon our
friends the necessity of canvassing encrgeticully so-
asto get their presents as early as possible. To
those who have not yet seen a copy of the Premium
List we shall be glad to send one on receiving name
and addvess. We would ask all to read corefully
the conditions on page 2, as although we endea-
voured to make them as plain as possible, some of
our patrons have apparently not taken the trouble
to make themsclves fully acquainted with them.
If there is anything that requires explanntion drop
us o post card and we will reply promptly. The
name Massky’s ILLUSTRATED has led some people
to think that this is simply a reproduction of the
advevtising sheet previously issued under that
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title. Wewant
to  disabuse
people’sminds
of that idea.
The new Masg-
sEY’s ILLus-
TRATED, a8
stated in our
salutatory
last month, is
30 regular
" monthly illus-
trated journal
devoted to the
interests  of
the farming
community.
As soon as we
ave in a posi-
tion to do so,
we will en-
large it to 24
pages, therehy
affording incrensed space for reading matter
and illustrations, In due course we will
treat of wmatters closely identified with
agriculture which have not hitherto been touched
upon by any other agricultural journal in the
Dowminion ; articles will also Le contributed on
useful and practical subjects by well-known wri.
ters. Bear 1 mind that onr sole aim is to make
Massey’s ILLUSTRATED the best farmer’s and far-
mer’s fawmnily paper published in Canada. Toad-
vertisers we would say that you will find this
aper the best advertising me.tum in existence.
‘)V ile the Massey Mauufacturing Co. will occupy
a certain space for advertising their wmachinery,
they will be debited with the amount at the same
rates as charged against other advertisers. We
may say, once for all, that the new Massky’s In-
LUSTRATEDN is not, and was never intended to be, an
.allvertising sheet, but an illustrated journal of
exceptionul merit and one destined to take a high
position in the realm of journalism, Again with
thanks to our kind patrons and friends, we wish
you ull A Happy New Year. :

MRr. Arnay, Prsilent of the Ontario Fruit
Growers Association, has recently been waking an
extended inqniry into the capabilities of Maunitoba
and the North-West Territories an:l British Colum-

bia for fruit-growing purposes, and he hasexpressed
the fullest confidence that, protected by belts of
other trees, the bardier varieties of plums, apples,
aud pears can be grown snccessfully there.

Tur Supreme Court at Ottawa has rendered a

decision unanimously in favor of the Province of
Mauitoba in the railroad zrossing ense and Hon,
Oliver Mowat has scored another legnl victory. This,
coupled with the victory obtained by the hon. gen-
tleman in the disputed territory case, should place
him high up on the pinnacle of legal fame. The
decision no doubt helped materfally in making
. Manitobans spend a merry Christinas,

“I'm gettin’ & big boy now.” So says Tovento,
and not without good and suflicient canse. Some
members of the city council, being dissatistied with

the returns of the assessors of the city’s population,
got the council to appropriate & sum to cover the
cost of o specinl census. The census was taken on
Dec. 12th, 313 enmmerators heing employed, and
their vetwens showed a population of 166,509,
When the last ofticial census was taken in 1881,
the population of the city was 86,415, Who will
say that the growth of the Quecu City of the West
is not phenomenal ?

Witat funny things we hear when we least expect
it. Dr. W I, Richardson writes in the Awmierican
Magazine denouncing in seathing language the prac-
tice of cating oatmeal at breakfast. Hesays:—Tt
has caused more- dyspepsia than any single habit
that I vecall. It places a layer of sticky, pasty,
carbonaceous food against a membrane that is
already torpid cnough and uneeds sharp stimulus of
fruit or dowche of water to start gastric secretions,
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instead of a clogging mass like the meal, that all §
day long works ill until it is gotten rid of.” Well,
this is a revelation with a vengeance. What will }§
the sons of Scotia and their descendants say to thi,
terrible indictment against their beloved *par.
ritch”? Will they tamcly submit to it? We trow
not. What has made the Scotch such a hardy |
vace? The answer is not far to seek-—porridge,
And to think that it is now charged with causing
dyspepsia ; the accusation is as unjust as it is un. §
generous,

Soxme of the agricultural papers in the United §
States allege that there are a number of new asso.
cintions in Canada which register and give certifi- |
cates for cross-bred draft horses in order to dis- §
pose of them at big prices to people in the United |8

States. Mr. Heary Wade, who is secretary of the §
Clydesdrle and Canadian Draft Horse Associations, )
denies the truth of this allegation. The Clydesdale §
Association at one time published an appendix con- g
taining cross-bred draft horses, but as it was found i
not to work satisfactorily it was dropped, and a §
separate association was formed nuder the name o
the Canadian Draft Horse Association. Before [§
being registered, any animal must be proved to §
the sutisfaction of the Association to have four §
crosses of imported horses of either Shire or |
Clydesdale. The standard is as high as the pur
Clydesdale or Shire. and they are just as good for &
draft horses as the pure stock. So far as these as.
sociations are concerned, there never has been any [
intention to ship horses to the United States other- |
wise than on their merits.

Ir is broadly hinted that the Ontario Legislature,
which is sumnioned to meet on January 24th, will g
refuse to appropriate the annual grant for the
Provincial Exhibition. Without desiving in any-
way to tread upon anybody’s corns, we may say

that every year it has become more and more
apparent that this Bxhibition has outlived its use-.
fulness. The gate receipts, no matter in what place
it has been beld, have been absurdly small, thereby
showing that comparatively little interest is taken
in it Ly the public. Toronto Ixhibition, which is
par excellence, the exhibition of the Dominion, has ¥
undoubtedly killed the Provincial, Besides, there §
are so many aunual fall fairs thronghout the Pro- §
vince, that there is really no call for the Provincial. §
It would be well for the Agriculture and Arts Asso- &8
ciatiou to bow gracefully to the inevitable and let §
the Provincial yo. A strong effort will be made to i
get the grant divided amongst faira offering over
$2,000 in prizes, and we see no reason why the
tGovernment should not cncourage local fairs by K
doing this, Some people kick against outside at- &
tractions being introduced at faivs, but we fail to §
appreciate the objection. It seems to us right and §
proper that amusement should he blended with in- §
struction, :
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Wiey the Council of the Agriculture and Arts §
Association of Ontario inaugurated a scheme of
annual examivations in subjects having a dirvect
bearing upon practical agriculture they did some- [§
thing worthy of all commendation, Science has an

important relationship with agricultural practice in
all its detuils, and only by scievce and practice
working together can’ good results be expected.
Scientific kuowledge is not to be picked up inu
moment ; it must be pursued step by step and the
reward at the end is suve. It is utterly useless for
a maun to think of succeeding in farminyg with
theoretical kuowledge alone; he must also have
practice. A man possessed of both is hound to suc-
ceed if success is at ull possible. Hence we say
that the step taken by the Agriculture and Arts
Association is to be highly commended, as the object
iy to promote the developmeunt of & taste for remling
and the acquisition of valuable information on sab-
jects which essentially uffect the agricultural in-
dustry, The fifth annual examination will be held
at the same time, at the same places, and subject to
the same rules, regulations, and supervision as the
High School intermediato examinations, due notice
of which will be given. Intending candidates
should send in their names to the secretary of the
Association at Torouto, beforé May 1st, next,
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