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dictory that pessimistic readers were prone to anticipatE
the woret, while those inclined to more hopeful views werE
compelled to confess their inability to find or form any
reliable estimate. A recent number of the Winnipeg
Comtmrdia gives us the key to tho vacillating character of
these reports. The explanation is indeed easy, and most
persons will have already guessed. IlIf," says ]'he Com-
mnerciai, Ila visitor feit inclined to base his estimate of the
North-Western grain crop of 1889 uipon the resuit of the
harvest in any one section of the country, he could by
selection of the section supply himself with a report of
the most glowing description, or he could procure
one very discouraging indeed. It would ail de-
pend upon where he located his observations. The
fact that the areas of good and bad crop8 have, to ai
unusual degree, ' run in streaks' makes it stili impossible
to furnish any close estimate of the average or aggregate
yield. The fact ie, however, apparent that Ilwhile wheat
will be a short yield for the North-West, it would bea
liherai one for any other portion of this continent, while
the quality al over is turning out much superior to the
grain produced bore in any former year." This is, on the
whole, very encouraging news. Even a moderately good
crop of such excellent quality as that which ail agree În
a8cribing to the product now being got ready for market
will go far to establieli on a firrn basis the high reputatior
of the great Canadian prairies, and assure their steady and
rapid growth in population and wealth. Year by year, as
the capacities of the soul, and the climatic conditions anc
variations corne te be btter understood, the reward of the
settler's toil will be larger and surer. The future of the
Canadian North-West, as one of the greatest and moat
prolifie food-producing ceuntries of the world, inay there-
fore be safely regarded as assured.

B OTHthe spirit and the action of the Anglican Synod
inisrecent session a Montreal tend t0 show that

the members of that communion are in downright earnest,
in seeking to bring about a grand reunion of the leading
evangelical churches in Canada. This je, of course, in
direct linoe with the recomniendations adopted at the Lain-
both Conference of Bishops, in July, 1888, wbich con-
template notbing less than such a reunion of the Churches
throughout the English-speaking world. There are un-
doubtedly very scrious obstacles to be met and renioved
before the proposed union can be effected, even in Canada,
and even with the Presbyterian and Methodist bodies, but
thoee who are most sceptical as to the possibility of attain-
ing the resuit aimed at cannot fail to admire the feelings
and motives that are prempting the eflort, and te perceive
that in the very existence and expression of those feelings
and motives a great step is takeil in the direction of that
unity of heart and purpose which lies deeper and ie more
real and fruitful than any mere organic union, however
desirable the latter may be. The progress of this remark-
able movement at home and abroad will ho followed with
great interest by ail who recognize in it, as the thoughtful
can scarcely fail to do, one of the, most promising signa of
the times in the religious world. Late English exehanges
intimate that the overture of the Lambeth Conference will
shortly corne before the autumnal sessions of the repre-
sentatives of the Congregational and Baptist bodies of
England. Their deliverances thereupon will be awaited
with some interest, though possibly with bass expectation
of hopeful resulta than in the case of the Churches whoie
eccesiastical systems are less widely divergent from those
of the Anglican Church. Nevertheless' it is evident from
the tone of their newspaper organs that these denomina-
tione will not fail at least to heartily reciprocate the spirit
in which the eirenicon is proffered.

A N event of n~o snall ifterest to adin bas beenth

Relations witb Canada, at Boston. The views of a number
of men prominent in business circles in New England on
the question of Reciprocity have been openly expressed,
and it muet be gratifying to Canadians of ail shades of
politie to find se ma rked a consensus in faveur of a
measure of reciprocity. Seme indeed arc prepared to go
much farther than others, but the great xaîority weuld
seemingly faveur a renewal o! the former reciprocity treaty
with trifling modifications. This is unexpected. During
the years that have passed since the abrogation of that
treaty at the instance of the Anierican Government, its
menite have been pretty welJ panvassed on botb sides e! the
line, and it had corne to bo gonerally believed that no
renewal of reciprocal trade relations would ho possible,
which did not include a pretty wide range o! manufactured

Le producte. It would probably be unwise to accept Ne'
'e England opinions, in such a matter, as fairly representa.
Ly tive of United States opinion. The geographical relationE
ýg of the New England States and the Maritime Provincem
f are of such a kind, and the large interchange of produets
t under tbe old treaty was productive of 80 mu'ih mutual
i- profit, that it is no wonder both parties look back to its

ke discontinuance with regret and would warmly welcome its
ýe renewal. But tbougb different views may prevail in other
yr parts of the Union, the situation is on the whole encourag-
)f ing. It has been made tolerably clear by the investigations
.e of this Committee and otherwise, t bat the chief obstacles

B-in the way of a renewal of the old friendly trade relations
ýe between our nighbours and ourselves are obstacles roared
Il by the peliticians, not by the people, and indications are
le not wanting that the politicians on both sides of the line
;e are beginning to see the error o! their ways, or possibly to
kt feel the pressure of public opinion, and are looking aroun(
a for linos of netreat and places of compromise.

e THE greatondon strike which ended the other day in

d to take its place as an event of no small histonical intenest.
It marks a distinct phase, and probably a distinct stage of
the struggle btween capital in the bande of monepoly and
labour. One of the meet remarkable features of the stnug-
gle was the excellent conduct o! the men. That from s

ïhundred thousand to a hundred and fifty thousand of the
lower grades of labourers ehould have remained for a
month in idleness, many of thom no doubt feeling in
themselves or their familiee the pinch of actual hunger,
and yet during ail that timo have refrained almost abso-

*lutely from pillage, violence or othor unlawful act, is
indeed wondorful. Not many years since it would have
been deemed well-nigh incredible. So fan as this result
wes due te the ascendancy of the master minde which

L directed the movement, it indicates a growing subjection
of material te moral force te wbich heartless or obstinate
etinployers would do well te give hoed. With this force,
this triumph of organization and self-impoeod law suffi-
ciotbly developed, the ]abouning [masses 'vould bo able te
overconme almeet any obstacle and te dictate pretty neanly
their own termis. Their weakness hitherto hais been their
lack of seif-restraint and other qualitie nocessary toeonable
theni te develop the strength that lies in thorougb organi-
zatien and hanmonieus action. To the general public, who
are in seme respect tbe greatest lasers by such prodigieua
waste of time and capital, the practical questionjis, how
shall the recurrence of eucb conteste he prevented. It is
net easy te secewbat obligation et eitber physical or moral
necessity mnalçes it the duty o! tho whole community te
snbinit meekly te such derangements of business with al
the boss and misery wbich fellow in their train, and it is
net surprising that it is aiready preposed, in the particular
case in question, that either the national or the municipal
authonities should stop in te put an end te the miechievouis
monopoly, and place the wbole business on a plain, straight-
forward business basi3. The saule Principle is mnanifestly
involved in a good many other oporations, those carried
on, for instance, in some of the American mining districts,
in wbich sucli misery and degradation are now the deily
lot o! the unhappy miners.

W ~E suppose that the question whther the naval man-
Suvres which have been in progre8s off the British

coast are being attended with resultg commensurate with
the enermeus ceet involved ie one UPOn which it is pre-
surnptuous for civilians te offer opinions. One thing is,
however, pretty certain. These movemonts have singularly
failed te imprees British journalists and other citizens. It
was te have been expected that when the greateet fleet of
the greatest nation in the world condecended te play a
game of mimic warfaro befone the eyes of ail the people,
it would have managed te conduct the affair with such
resemblance te the reality that the enlookers would have
blenched and quaked with dread. On the contrary, the
prevabent disposition speeme te ho in this case te criticise
and even denide. One English journal, for instance, ne-
fenring te the capture o! Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Leith,
says the way in which it was done can only be looked upon
as a burlesque o! naval warfare. " If," saya the writer,
"the capture of a city is completed by a monetary caîl on
the part of a naval officer on the chie! civil authenity, the
work may be accomplisbed very expeditiously. What
could ho the effect o! euch operations as these upen the
issues e! a groat war h We surely did net need te be taught
that hostile ships may attack, with a fair Prospect of suc-
cees, undefended towns, especially wben the fleetao! the

w country romain untouched." And Sir Andrew Clark, in
a-a letter te the Times, says: IlCornespondents write airily

is e! 'laying Brigh ton in ashes,' forgetting that it would ne-
s quine more than aIl the ammunition carried by our great
Ls fooet new afloat to destroy one-tenth of that town, and
?, that the ceet would net gnoatly dier from that of the
bs damage infiicted. If the mayor and corporation of any
bs British town were found willing te pay blackmail they

rwould richly deserve te be hanged ; and I only trust seme
vonerable law could ho naked up from oun wondrous

sB statute book which would enable the oxecutien te be canried
ýs eut. A company o! volunteers would suffice te prevent
ýs the landing o! any party that a cruiser could put ashore,

d and the enly answer which I cen conceive that any Eng-
,e lishman would return te such a requisition would be
* ' Came and take it !' " Lt dees certainly appear like a

* new thing in naval warfare te imply that the chief busi-
j ness of these terrible irenclads je te ho te exact enormeus

ransonis fnom commercial cities on pain o! bombandment.
But it js much easier to point eut the weakness of this
mimicry of wer, than te show a botter way o! gaining
exorcise and practice. Navies cannot fight real batties
with eacb ether or with fortifications merely fer the sake
of tosting their pewers, or for the f un e! the thing.

EUROPEAN military preparatiens and war prospectsEform a threadbare theme for comment. Yet how jeis
possible te fix our attention upon anytbing else wben we
look towards Europe, and see te wbat an extent in each o!
its great nations miitarism is in the ascendant and caste
everything else into the shade. In France, it is true, the
Exhibition bas for seme timo filled the view, almeet te the
exclusion o! everytbing else, oven o! the elections, which
are now se near and big with the fate o! the nation.
Hlappily, howeven, the safety o! the Republie is now pretty
well assured. But even with France, the respite from the
war foyer will, there is neason te fear, ho but brie!. Tee
closely connected, we are !orced te cenclude, with the fore-
shadowed re-estahlishment o! the Republic, is the fonrce
martial firo wbich hec broken out a!resh in the bosom o!
the German Monarch. T[ho tiine and energies o! Emperan
William seeni o! late te be given se exclusively te militeny
prepanetions, that no room is le! t for civilian affaire and
intereets. If it bo true, as je assented witb great probability,
that the Czar o! Russie, in hie tunui, is but waiting teseeo
the French Republic once more secureby planted as the
nesult of the plebiscite, in onden to make oventures for an
alliance, the new-honn military zeal o! the German Emperon
is the mono easily explained, though the explanetion je
suggestive o! results tee horrible te contemplate. Aa for
our veuntod civilizetian ! Lt is douht!ul if thene wae even
a time in the bistery e! Europe when, in the midst o!
years o! peace, prepanation for war was se exclusively the
one great business o! the nations as it ise t the present
moment. The cannage o! the hattie field is absent, but it
may ho queetioned whethen the effeot o! se perpotually
thinking about and preparing for wer upon the life and
spirit o! the nations is net as inimical te true progress,
and as universelly demoralizing, as weuld ho a state e!
actual wan.

0~ NE nesuit, net unfoneseen, o! the Meybrick inciden t
'J as been the commencement o! what mey prove to ho

a crusade, theugh it is as yet unorganized, for the aboli-
tion of capital punishment in England. Many o! the
papens have editonials and articles from cenneepondenta
eithor openly hostile te the infliction o! the death penalty,
or tending cabutiously in that direction, Strange te gay,
the neligieus Papons, e fan as wo have obsenved, are fore-
meet in advocating the propoeed change. We eay "strange,"
for as a rule this claa8 e! papors bas hitherto, we think,
negarded the Seipture precept, IIWhoeo ebeddeth man's
blood, by man shaîl his hleed be shed," as net merely pro-
pbetic, but mendatory. Lt cannot ho denied that Fiomie o!
the arguments sugge8eod by the Maybrick trial have con-
siderable weigbt. In the groat major «ity o! cases o! pro-
meditated murder, whicb, as heing the mee8t heinous are
deserving o! the beavieet penalty, the evidenco is noces-
sarily o! the kind called circumtantial. But ciroumstan-
tial evidence seldoma, if even, jisos absolutely conclusive as
te leavo ne conceivable pessibility e! the innocence of the
accueed. Ilence te bang a person on circumetantial evi-
dense je always te run more or legs isk o! taking the Mie
of the innocent. If, on the other hand, the Courte avoid
ail risk, and inflict the death penalty enly ini cases in wbiob
there je absolutely ne doubt o! guilt, the pencentage cf
capital punisbments will be o s sle 1 in proportion te thse
whole number o! murders, that thoir deterreut.efleot munt
ho, to a lange extoiit, destroyed. Hlence, on the edmitted

660


