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Through the courtesy of the pub~
lishers of the Northwest Contrac-
tor, we are able to favor our read-
ers, this issue, with a cut of the
Proposed new German Catholic
Church, soon to be erected on
College Avenue, Winnipeg. The Ger-
man Catholics of Winnipeg are in-
deed to be congratulated in the
first place, for their commendable
zeal in undertaking to build so
large and costly an edifice, and
secondly for the handsome design
they have chosen. The German
Catholics, wherever found are 2
progressive, law-abiding people; and
are numbered among the Church’s
most zealous, loyal and .obedient
children. It is a characteristic of
the German to do nothing by
halves; he wants the best and the
best only. The building will be
constructed entirely of white brick,
relieved at the corners by blocks of
artificial stome. The dimensions
will be as follows: Width 74 feet;
length 155 feet; with transcept pro-
jecting 19 feet from the main
building. The ceilings are to be
finished in pressed steel, and the
building will be roofed Wl't-h
metallic shingles. The architect 1s
Mr. L. de Jurowski, of Winnipeg.

Archbishop Glennon thus writes
of the Vatican exhibit at the St.
Louis Exposition:

“The Papal Exhibit at the
World's Fair, is of a nature em-
phasizing the fact that the Vati-
can is a storehouse of the world’s
most precious historical treas-

" ures. Twice during the world’s
history has art attained a posl-
tion of unrivalled excellence. Now
of these two great periods the

Vatican has fortunately become

the receptable of their most r¢

markable productions, and it 18

within its walls that is left for

our study the synthesis of the
art-world’s best work.”

The Pope, it would appear, 18
determined to make of Rome the
centre of Biblical study. It 18 2
curious commentary on the h.ollow-
ness of Protestant claims with re-
spect to their greater love for the
Bible that the Pope is actually
taking measures to preserve .and de-
fend the sacred volume against the
Higher Criticism, whilst they are
busy defending the good book
against the fierce attacks of 'many
of their own ministers. Quite 1€
cently the Rev. Robt. Russell
Booth, Presbyterian, declared that
of these assaults continued, in time
to come ‘‘there will be but one Ie
fuge and that will be the Roman
Catholic Chunch, which, whatever
it has added to the word of God,
has taken nothing irom it.”

Only a few days ago four of the
most eminent of the Protestant

preachers in the United States
Preached highly sensational Ser-
mons utterly antagomistic to

Christian beliefl. Two of them
ridiculed the Bible, one denied the
doctrine of the Ressurection, wh}lst
the fourth scouted eternal punish-
ment. The instahility of Protest-
ant preaching is well illustrated in
the following anecdote told by the
Baltimore Sun:
_“Ope day a member of a cer-
" tain church, who had listened at-
. tentively for five years to the
Preaching of his pastor, t_ook to
the divine his Bible, which was
truly a sight to behold, with
whole books clipped out here 0F
. a passage gone there. Indeed, be-
tween, the covers there \%asdhtﬂe
else left but- a few shrecs
* Paper. The pastor was horrified,
. and rebuked his parishioner for
using the Bible so sh’ockl}wgl}’-
To this rebuke the pa.rishloner
made the following meek retort:
‘Tt is all the, result; of ~your
ipreaching. When I went home
from church each - Sunday I cut
out of the Bible that which you

“clever asi st s s
‘.;1::7; - peen :brought.-up. to distin-)

- opdinary’ talents,

had criticized in your sermon of
that day. That verse on the
Trinity was an interpolation; so
out went the strong verse, Then
the caponicity of this book and
that was doubtful; so out went
this ‘book and that. John did
not write the gospel of John; so
out went what was called the
gospel of John. This bit of
history was not history, only al-
legory; so out went the false .an«d
deceiving thing. Positively, sir, 1
have been faithful with my
shears, and this is all the Bible I
have left—the two covers and a
few: tatters.”

e

One of our American Catholic ex-
changes—The New World—ix}clu@es
William Wilirid Campbell in its list
of Catholics poets. No, Campbell
is no Catholic, but a minister  of
some Protestant denomination.” He
is, however, a Canadian poet of
much excellence. His tribute to the
memaory of Archibald Lampman,
another great Canadian poet, en-
titled ‘‘the Bereavement of _the
fields,” is one of the most beautiful
ever paid to the memory of a
Canadian author.

S

Industrial Canada in its last is-

sue draws attention to the alkali|’

water  scourge SO prev'alent
throughout our prairie provinces,
and which has become one f)f the
serious problems which the
user of steam power in t'he West
is called upon to face. It is stated
that the C. P. R. alo.ne.has spent
close on to $350,000 vsuthm the past
9 months in attempting to combat
this evil, on that section of their

most

o

PROPOSED NEW GERM

line between Winnipeg and Moose
Jaw. Seven months is the life of
the ordinary locomotive on this
section of the road, as compared
with four years in the province of
British Cotumbia, where the water
is pure. o

With a view to eliminating the
ause of the trouble the
now erecting water-
ts at different points

primary ¢©
Company are
softening plan
on their road.

— e

. Carnegie, in an address t_-he
otnhg' day, tg)1 the Stl.ldents. of Edin-
burgh University, Rmded himself on
knowing how to discover and use
men cleverer than 'hlmself.. Appar-
ently Mr. Carnegie deems this
faculty of his.a _modern growth but
it is really very old. History shows
that the greater rulers of men have
excelled, not in personal cl.evemeSS,
but in the power of knowing men
and singling out those of their
helpers who had the greatest giits
in each line of special work. This
has alway$ beendif:che stro;%zi c:;_

ditar : .
fence o e ny not be as

i kings m
Heredltal‘y lf—nlga. de m‘n,b‘l}t they

dinary and . extra-

.. or ]
.gum@h.betw.een they are trained

in -their. ‘youth to gauge character

by certain time-honored tests which

others find out after a long and
painful experience. If any art is
habitually transmitted by heredi-
ty and tradition surely it is the
art of governing men. Of course
we are far from maintaining that

great art is confined to the ruling

or leading classes. There does not
seem to be much room for heredi-
ty in Mr. Carnegie’s case, al-
though he, too, may have had
among his unknown ancestors some
‘kings of men.” All that we insist
on is the hoary antiquity of the
principle that a first class ruler
loves to use men cleverer than him-
self. It is only the second or third
rate ruler that dreads being over-
shadowed by the greater talents of
his subordinate chieftains.

«Phe Critic” in Town Topics de-
serves credit for plainness of speech

— e ——

Four or five men speak on some

lectures of this class, the speaker

should have a good voice and

some idea of declamation.

Some of the magnificent pas-
sages from Howe's speeches and
letters lost more than half their
force from being read in a hesita-
ting voice and without any of
the dramatic force that must
have been cme of the chief charms
of the great ‘Joe Howe.’ ”

Such a criticism is a blessing to
everyone concerned: to the lecturer,
that he may either confine his at-
tention to writing and publishing,
or else take lessons in voice culture
and management; to the public,
that they may not be deluded. De-
luded they generally are by most
newspaper reports of sermons,
speeches and lectures, not necessari-
ly as to the matter, though even
that is imperfectly reported, but
especially as to the manmer of the
speaker. The most common de-
lusion is the colorless report, which
puts on the same level the prosy
and the eloquent, the man of smil-
ing platitudes and the master of
his subject who always throws new
light upon it, the conventional
speaker who swells his voice with
artificial effort and the mnaturally
gifted speaker who buttonholes his
audience in a mind to mind, heart
to heart talk. Another delusion is
the unfair apportionment of ‘space.’

public occasion. The only one that
really captivates the audience gets
a less extended notice than the
others, because, in the reporter’s
and editor’s eyes, the others have
a stronger political or religious
or social following, and such sus-
ceptibilities must be taken into ac-
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dian humorists,

ter; the three C’s; (character, con-
duct and conscience) do. The cul-
ture of the taste and the develop-
ment of the soul are the only im- -
portant things. This curious hodge
podge of self praise and imitation
of Catholic pedagogical principles
ought not to faze our usually fear-
less contemporary. After all, D. &
W. are not infallible. W. has no
right to choose his weapons and
then

run  away if you choose
others. Dr. P. and Prof. R. may
not have convinced the public

school teachers, but they certainly
impressed the public with a dis-
trust which interested apologies
did not remove. The public school
system fails still more completely
in the three C’s. than in the three
R’s. “Development of the soul”
forsooth! Is there one of their
teachers that can describe the soul,
its spirituality, its immortality?
Why, their very text books of Psy-
chology (which means *‘Science of
the Soul") ignore the soul alto-
gether. ‘“Moral tone!” Look at the

.moral tone of your public boys and

girls. “By their fruits ye shall
know them.”

To the author of “Sam Slick”
belongs the distinction, unique for
Canada, of having a literary club
dedicated to his memory. This club
marks the growing estimation of
the work which he performed, and
the fading away of the idea that
he was simply a humorist. That
he was a political philosopher who
strove continually to broaden the
outlook of his fellow country-men,
to make them look at politics from,
the standpoint of the Empire and
not of the parish, and that he did
so under the guise of a ready-wit-
ted ivimerant Yankee peddlar has
not yet been fully realized. To
those who know nothing of “Sam
Slick’” except the name we com-
mend the reading of his works if
they would enjoy an intimate ac-
quaintance with one whose best
Wol:k is iull of practical, pithy
sayings, occasionally rising to elo-
quence. No later writers show
the intimate aoquaintance with
Nova Scotia, its scenery, its people
and their manmners, which Halibur-
ton possessed. Then, too, Halibur-
ton was the greatest of our Cana-
and from this

standpoint alone he  should be
studied.
Under the heading ‘A Double

Danger” the Toronto News has an
alarmist editorial in a recent issue.
It professes to have inside informa-
tion of a gigantic, brand-new,

.

with regard to Mr. Morang's lec-
ture on Joseph Howe. Mr. Mor-
ang had been heralded as an ex-
cellent lecturer before his appear-
ance here a fortnight since, and af-
.er he had come and spoken the
daily papers pronounced his lecture
a great Success, regretting only
the audience was not sufficiently
large. But the “Critic’’ punctures
the bubble in this honest fashion.

«Mr. Morang, if I may be par-
doned the criticism, should not
deliver lectures, he should only
prepare them for someone else to
deliver.

That would be asking a great
sacrifice from him but I am sure
he is sincere in his desire to in-
crease a kmowledge of Canada’s
great men among the people gen-
erally, and he has not the gifts
that make a popular lecturer.

The matter offered was splen-
did, it was well arranged, and

" not too long, but many of those
sitting in the real seats did not
hear half of what he said, and
even those nearby lost the end of
many sentences;- and it was a
constant eflort to follow . the
speaker. S :

g - attract young people, and
they are the omes: that should
most~ especially be-attracted by

count. To be sure, the audience!
dict of the public that were pre-|
verdict of the public that were pre-
sent is generally correct. That ver-|
dict gradually spreads by conversa-
tion to those who have not heard.
But meanwhile the vast reading;
public that was not present and has|
to rely on newspaper reports has no
data for forming a judgment of)
the impression really produced. To
that larger public such honest|
criticism as Town Popics occasion-
ally prints, provided it is not limi-
ted to finding fault but also, as in!
the passage quoted above, praises
what is really praiseworthy, is in-
valuable.

Last week the editor of Town
Topics submitted altogether too
tamely to the curtain lecture read
to him by a teacher who had not
pluck enough to give his or her

name, ‘“The Lounger” had criticised|. . , .

the local public schools. His an-
onymous adversary replies, How
dare you condemnn what D. & W.
have praised? Do you not know
that W. has laid down the condi-
tions of effective criticism which
you must fulfil? Remember the
fate of Dr. P., and Prof. R., who
ventured to touch the sacred pal-

popish  plot,

ladium.  The ‘three R's. don't mat-

engineered by the
Catholic hierarchy, the ‘‘arrogant
and meddling ecclesiastics of the
Church of Rome.”, This is what
the News says of what it terms
the ‘‘subterranean agitation for
separate schools.”

“The Church of Rome is active in
the politics of three great and
contiguops divisions of Canada. In
Ontario she is assailing the separ-
ate school settlement, long regard-
ed as the bulwark of the minority,
now apparently thought by the
leaders of the church to be a re-
striction. In Manitoba a steady
agitation is kept on foot against
the Laprier-Greenway compromise
of 1896. In the west the denial of
autonomy is largely due to the de-
mand of the hierarchy for a guar-
antee of perpetual separate schools
in the future province. This is the
time of seed-sowing. The people of
Ontario are awakening into resent-
ment but the professed politicians
of both parties are preserving the
anxious silence which is one of the
signs of an approaching storm. . .
The harvest may be serious.
A grave possibility is a combined
Anti-Roman Catholic  agitation
ranging from the Rocky mountains
to the. Ottawa River.” etc., etc.

Now the tempest in the Toronto
News teapot, is due sintply to this;
some time ago the Board of Public
'School Trustees of Sturgeon Falls,
Ont., entered into an agreement
with the Board of School Trustees
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