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shall be a crime punishable witî imprisonnment for any employee of tIe
railway, paid by salary or percentage, to participate in any contract
for supplies to the railway, or for work donc on tIc line or in con-
nection xvith it, or to make any arrangement for the carniage of
passengers or goods from whicl such ernployee shaîl derive a benefit.

Dr. Baxter Langley who wvas to bave been thc Liberal candidate
for Greeriwich at the last Englishi election, comnritted a slight fauxv
Pas, which consigned him to gaol for 18 months. Jle was chairmari
of a company and bought sortie land for it, out of wvhich lie made a
profit, and the above penalty xvas tlie consequence.

A note of warning lias, been sent to the Glôbe froi A Brick-
maker " wvIo bas found woful disappointinent at Winnipeg. Like
many others, lie had gone there cxpecting te, find work at good wages
at once ; but the actual experience is that tIe place is crowded out,
and the newly opened region is not in need of skilled înechanics.
The marvel is that so many meclianics rush off to tliose ncwly opened
regions. If they used their brains in an ordinary way of reasoning
they would concln(lc that thev lad better remain in the great centres
of industry where: theme is a chance of flnding wvork, and making a
living.

I have received soine Reports and pamphlets froi Mr. F. C.
Capreol bearing on the IlHuron and Ontario Slip Canal " sclemne
whicî go to slow that it is not oniy practicable, but eîninently desir-
able. They say that the canal proper w'ould extcnd for but sixty
miles, and would save in distance over 8oo miles between the upper
lakes of this continent and Liverpool, for vessels of i,200 tons burden
via the St. Lawrence, a saving in turne by taking the St. Lawrence route
instead of the Erie Canal and Newv York, of 14 or 16 days-and ahl
that would effect a saving in amounit paid for freiglit of about
$ 12,000,000. If Mr. Capreol is rigît as to bis facts and figures it
seens to me that lie should have sorne of thc money for lis Canal
selieme which governinent is now wasting on that fatal Pacific
railway.

Says Edmund Yates in tIc World:-

1I amn assured that a member of tIc Canadian House of Commoris ad-
dressed the envelope containing bis reply to an invitation to dinner at Govern-
ment House, 'Major \Vinton, R.S.V.P. in Waiting'!

I can very well believe it true, and should like to knowv the naine
of the 'lmember," but I arn disposed to think that it was a joke on
Il Major Wiriton;-" for the mari who knew the letters; IlR.S.V.P.," and
the words Ilin waiting," would certainly know the significance of lotI
letters and words. The, Major is leld to bc a bit pompous, and is not
at all a favourite with sorne people, and I imagine that sorne sharp
Canadian M.P. played off a bit of furi upon thc military mari. If I
were the Major I would not send such silly news to Mr. Edrnund
Yates. ____________

If ever there wvas a case ini which the Minister of Justice might
have interfered and cornmuted the extrerne penalty of tIc law, it was
ini the Robert Decoursier affair. The mari liad beeri guiity of a terrible
crime iri shooting lis brother, but tIc provocation liad leen of the
worst possible character, and as the case was altogether extraordiriary,
it seems as if evemy end of justice miglit have been satisfled by a
change of sentence. As it wvas, the poor mari preferred dcatli by
poison, self-administered, to thc awvful process of a public lianging.

As to tIc nîcnits of the Argenteuil election case of course nothing
cari be said at this stage of the proceedings, but it is perfectly fair
criticisrn to say that Mr. Trenholme slould have brought forwamd lis
strong points at once. A fortnlght or more has been spent iri mere
skirmishing-, whidh may bic pîcasant and profitable to, laxvyers, but is a
sad waste of tiîne and money to, gentlemen who are compelled to bc
on hand to give cvi dence, and the country which bas to pav for keep-
ing open law courtse

Everi the stout and steri free trade spirit of Great Britain is
co.pelled-,to yield to the exigencies of the tirnes. Mr. Gladstone's

Budget speech bristies xvith discrirninating duties, xvhich arc obviously
in favour of protecting andi encouraging British trade. Evîdently the
Governinent is flot bounci to any idcal standard of free trade. Mr.
Gladstone has reduced the (Iuty on the liglit French w'iines to secuire a
new commercial treaty with France, whicb is to bc neg~otiated iii a
short trne ; at the saie turne lie bias increascd the duty on strongly
alcoliolic \vifes, for thc purpose of cornpelliing Spain t> aigrec to a
commercial treaty favourable to British mianuifactiireris. So it is plain
that , British interests " are understood to be more important than tlic
doctrines of the Cobden Club.

The proposed increase to the incoie tax wvill ccrtainly be ufli)pu.

lar. It alxvays lias been and always will be disliked. \Vhen devised, the
only argument in its favour and that made it supportable to the people
wlio liad to bear the niew burden xvas, that it wvas absolutely, needful at
the turne as a mecans for meeting tbe extraordinary demnands mnade on
the Exchequer by a long and costly war, and that xvitb tbe return of
peace xvould corne an end to the tax. War once entereci upon must
be carried to a successful issue. But when peace and prospcrity had
been restored, and thc tax xvas flot remnittecl, there wvere not a few who
feit that tliey had suffered soinething like a betrayal at the hands of
their political guides. The tax was declared unfair and inquisitorial
to an almnost intolerable degree. Mr. Gladstone joined the general
hue and cry against it, and toward the end of bis last teri of ofice
made a bid for re-election to it by stating, a mong other things, that bie
was prepared to remit the obnioxious tax at an carly date. If lie
understood the adverse vote tIen to mecan that the people were quite
willing to put up with the tax lie xvas certainly mnistaken, or if lie
thinks hie can safely adopt this method of revenge lie is no less wrong,

Mr. O'Doniîell lias contrived to turni the British Ilouse of Coi-
nions into, a bear garden. His attack upon the newly-appointed
Frenich Ambassador to London was both unwarrantable and indecent.
Mr. O'Donneli knew that tlie charges against M. Lacour wverc purely
visionary, and had been proved to be so in a Court of Justice, but tIc
Irish M.P. had some personal spite against M. Lacour because lie liad
made fun of the wild Irishrn's epistie to a French journal, demand-
ing that a congress sliould be called together to investigate tIe English
Goverinent of Ireland, anid affirrning that tili the English fleet had
been destroyed arid an army of liberators, of at least io,ooo, with
arms and munitions for 200,000 insurgents lad landed on British son,
there could be no chance for the Irish. M. Lacour and lis fellow-
journalists hawked the precious document about for thc amusement of
their friends-hence Mr. O'Donncll's indecent attack.

But, poor Gladstone, xvas again unfortunate. lIn moving that Mm.

O'Donneli be no longer heard, lie was treading on dangerous ground.
Liberty of speech is a sacred thing iii Great Britain, and anything that
seems to trench upon that will be opposed and *4esented. Probably
not haif a dozen members in the House would have joined O'Donnell
ini bis seriseless position, but the attempt to, put lim down in a higli.
handed mariner, which, aithougli perfectly justifiable in that particular
case, migît become a dangemous precederit, raised a host of indignant
opponerits. Two things are eviderit by this: that no majority cati
trifle with liberty of speech in the House of Commons, and Mr. Glad-
stone has got into the habit of making blunders.

The Sublime Porte is înaking itself ridiculous. It dcclines to
look favoumably upon Mm. Gosclen and lis mission of refomin, but bas
decided upon its owvn right to manage its owri affairs, independently of
ail Eumopeari advice. and intervention. , But the geogmaphical position
of Turkey makes it imperative that Europe shall look after Tumkish-
Just as the geographical position of Irelarid makes it impossible for
Ireland to be sepamate from Great Britain. If the Turks xvould clecar

out of Europe Ilbag and baggage" ail Europe would have
special cause for rejoicing ; but as they will not do that, thie\ iut
submit to be coemced into the decencies mequired by international laus.
The powers are bound to enforce the fulfilment of the conditions of
the "1Treaty of Berlin," so that Turkey must reforrn or die. D 'R


