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of idolatry ; it is no dercliction of their Christian pria-
ciple. But ail are not sufficiontly eniightened to do this
froni custom or somne other cause thley stili have a regard
for the idol, andi eat it, il as a t1iing- offereci to an iclol."1 In
so doing they sin. Such persons, thercfore, must refrain.
11cre then, arc two classes ; the enlightened andi strong,
who can eat -without sini, - th unen 1i gh tened andi wvck,
whio cannot. ent withotit siinirg. But ouglit there to be
two practices iii the Chtirch, - somne of the bretliren fre-

qiueiltinig the iclolatrous fcstiveil, aud some a-'oldirig itl'

This -%oti]d bardly do ; because it w'Notil plainly lie ex-

posing the weaker brethren to an unnecessary temiptation.
They coulci fot well understancl why others shoulcl bc
permiitted this indulgence, and tbemiselves be forbidden;
and thus, cniboldened by their example, they -%ouild take
the indlgence andi commiit siti. Accordingly, the Apostie
advises that, iii ail brotherly love andi Christian consis-
tcncey, the stroing should cleny theniscives this gratifica-
tion, for the sake of tlic w,,ea-k. Dis expression is very
clear. "lFor if any man see thee -%vho hiast knowledge,
sit at meut in the idol's temple, wvill not the conscience of
him that is weak be emboldened to eut -wbat is offered to
the idol ; andi so, thiroiigh thy knowledge, thy vveak bro-
ther perish, for whon. Christ died? WhVIen ye thus sin
against the hrethren and wouiicl their weak coniscience,
ye sin against Christ. Whierefore if meat cause niy bro-
ther to offend, I wilI eat no flesh while the world standethi,
lest I cause mny brother to offl-Žn>d."

The occa'sion-s fur displaying the saine generous disre-
gard of se]fish considerations, for the benefit of others,
frequently occur; and the instances of such, disinterested-
pes-s are not, so rare i the Christian world as to he mat-


