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M. COURTNEY, Dep'y Min. of Fin.

Correspondence,

PA'lJ‘ENT MEDICINES.

"Editor Monetary Times,— ) )

i Dear SIr,—I was much surprised in
i reading your editorial on Patent Medi-
| cines, in the Monetary Times of October
sth, That there are too many patent
“medicines of not much worth on the mar-

‘Iket 1 acknowledge, but what about the

{ preparations, such as cough syrups, p@lls,
“pain killer, etc., put up by local druggists
{all over Canada? Are these remedies of
no use? Has a druggist no knowledge?
Should this iniquitous bill be carried
through (which is worked up by medical
men, who, perhaps, cannot make a living
in the East), it means that when a per-
son has a cough or pain of any kind,
they must go to an M.D. for a prescrip-
tion or medicine, and thus pay the doc-
tor a fee and get for $2 what could be
had from the druggist tor 25c. . Of
course there will be a tew patents on the
market, but these will be of wealthy
firms who can afford to pay this out-
rageous $1,000 fee. What is the real ob-
ject of this bill? It is merely the protec-
tion of the doctor who feels he cannot
make a livelihood unless patent medicines
are abolished and druggists not allowed
to put up their own pemedies. No suc-
cessful up-to-date doctor will fall into
line with this bill—it is the non-sucess-
ful, poor, and possibly not over brilliant
graduate of a medical college.

However, will you kindly let me know
who are the greatest users of patent
medicines in Canada to-day? The public
are, because the doctors themselves pre-
scribe patent medicines every day for
their patients. The difference between a
quack medicine and a patent medicine,
prescribed by a doctor, is this: The so-
called quack medicines are advertised in
the daily and weekly papers, while the
patent medicines prescribed by the doc-
torls are advertised in the medical jour-
nals.

One is just as much a quack or patent
medicine as the other, but one is adver-
tised to the public, while the other is ad-
vertised to the medical profession.

The position taken by Mr. German is
easily assailed, but it takes a great deal
of explanation to show up the real in-
ward meaning, object and effect of such
a bill. For ‘selfishness, I never heard of
such a bill, and for trampling on peo-
ple’s rights, the Czar of Russia need only
come to Canada for pointers. Every
family in Canada is bound to feel the
effect of this bill on its purse strings.
A poor man cannot get a cough syrup
for any of his family unless he goes to a~
medical man for it, and for which he will
have to pay-from 50c. to $2. Is this
liberty?

That certain medicines and remedies
should not appear in the public prints I
fully agree with, but have all druggists
in Canada to suffer in their business
career because there are some medicines
advertised that should not be?  This,
howeyer, is merely the scapegoat, and the
real issue is to stop all druggists from
putting up a line of medicines of their
own for sale, because in so doing they
keep patients away from the medical men.

The poor man must be entirely at the
mercy of the doctor, unless he chooses to
pick on one or two of the few patents
that will then be sold. I do not think it
possible that the medical profession, as a
whole, sanction, or fall into line with the
passage of this bill. Yours faithfully,

J. G. TEMPLETON,

Calgary, Alta.. Oct., 1900.

—Lloyds, of England, have decided to
establish a signal station on Belle Island.
Telegraph communication will be on the
north shore of the St. Lawrence, as far
as opposite Belle Isle, where it will con-
nect with a cable. The work is to be
completed this year.




