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enorrno us finiancial strength -and wo-rld-wide tradc and
POs,9ss(ivns, can mneasure up to, every test imposed upon
it. Aside f rom France, the sanecanhardy ht ad of
the othcr countries of Europe. Sooner or later their
peoples will Seek new opportunities and the chance to
sclcure land and other property in their own right, in
the. New World. And as lias been said, the Iand-hungry
ini the. UnIted States, precluded fromn owners.hi*p by pre-vailing high prices, wilI turn their steps toward Canada-
the Last Great West.

Considering the problem in its national aspects, iti a
matter of congratulation that Eastern manufacturers and
Western farmers are beginning to flnd comnion ground.
Mr. Parsons' suggestion that a conference between mian-
ufacturers and farmers should take the place of mutual
re4criminationis, is thoroughly sound. Western agricul-
tural leaders have met him more than half-way. Reoently
Mr. IL WV. Wood mnnounced in the Calgary "Albertan"
bliat there was absolutely 11o reason as to why manufac-
turing, trade and commerce, on the one hand, and agri-
culture on the other,' should flot flourish sie by side. The
West wiJl be ont of the biggest and mnost profitable mark-
ets for Eas-'terni manufactiirers in the future; and it there-
fore beh-ovesý them ho make that market worth while by
niaking farming worth while, We are inclined to b-elieve
with Mr;. Wood that nothing is to be gained by shelving
our problemis for post-wvar discuission. Thetâhriff anid
otlier probleins are there ; aind miust be ix>lved by confer-
ençe, ilegotiation, fair-dcaIling andgodil

Railway Expansion No~t Wholly Bad
It is imperatively essential that W'esterni Canada in

particular augment its popuLation after the wa.As Mr.
Calder ha-, stated, the raiway aind othecr equiipment in
the West is, suficient to serve the neccds cf a muchl greater
population Iliar at present exists. Contrary to general
opinioni--,aî least such opinion as ivas miost in evidence in
the days immediately preceding the wvar-Canada bas
made no fatal mistake in building railroads beyond imme-
diate re9 uirement.s. There was no other cuhoice thaxa that
betwee-n econoii stagnation and industrial expaasioil
Mistakes were madle, penbaps, in thc duplication of cer-
tain lines; but -on the whole the war lias demonstrated
that, in a war crisis at least ; the oountry's railroad equip-
nment was not over cxtensive. More than that, the rail-
r<>ads were built as colonizing instrumients: i11 a very real
sense they were designed both to crecahe, and profit f rom
tbeirpwýn markets. The depression that set in in the year
a>r two immediately prior to the war was occasioned rallier
ly real estate speculation -and pluiiging in financial pro-
mtions thain by railway building. But for this unfortu-
nate circumslance bot#i tie Canadiani Northern and the
Grand Trunk Paicific miglit well have heen a financial

~uccss.Howeerthe past is not our concern, but the

AUl are aigreed that the West iiuist receive a greal ini-
,rease ini its population if ticecooi equipment ofJie' cctzntry is tb bc rendered profit ale. Gond resôlu-'ions, however, amoun to nothing: the wish-bone cannot
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