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THE SITUATION.

After the terniination of the extended terni of Gn
eral O'Grady-Hally expires, J)ecember 31st, the state-
mnctt is made by an O)ttawa correspondent, a Canadian
will be placeil at the bead of Jfth militia forces. Under
the present Iaw, a Canadliani îi inieligible for the post of
Adjutant-General of Militia, and was purposely made
so for the purpose of excluding anvyone but a British
army officer. The restriction niay have been justified.
at one time; but it ay now be removed with advant-
age. There was an old-time jealousy between the
British army and the Canadian militia; and if we aceept
as true the picture which Major Richardson draws of
their jealousies and dlisagree(ments in the war of 1812,
tbe removal, as far as possible. of the causes will be the
greatest boon that can be bestowed on both. 0f late
there has sprung up aniong Canadian militia officers a
feeling that theV, exclusion from the chief position in
the niilitia was unjust. Since Canada has shown what
ber men could do, in South Africa, our volunteers have
taken higher rank in the estimation of British regulars,
and for that matter of the whole world. The expert-
ment of having a Canadian at the head of the militîa
wili now be tried, and the result will be awaited with
con.fidence, whichi, let us hope, the resuit may justify.

The appeat of the Boers to the Hague tribunal bas
definitely failed of its purpose, the Court going so, far
as to say that tbe assumîng the initiative in arbitration
muist be definitely abandoned. Thus ends the last hope
of the Boers of sRucceeding out of the field in whicb
they so rashly engaged. That the war drags longer
than was expected is only too true: and the Naval and
M\ilîtary Gazette talks about a general mnilitia draft, as
the only form of conscription the Englisb will bear, as
being desirable. In that case, the colonies would be
expected to send further contingents. Canada's last
offer was refused as unnlecessary. But it is clear that
the organ of the British army wvould like to, see the
regullar force supplemnented 'by niilitia, British and

Colonial. \Vhetber this is not too desponding a view
of tbe situation a little timie w ili tell. The seat of the
war is now i Cape ('oloîiv, where the nuniber of
rebels lias of late seriouslv ilicreased. There is, lîow-
ever, no cause to despair of the final success of the
Britishî cause.

The Duke and l)uchess of Cornwall reaclîed the
Pacific Coast on Tulesday, having greatly enjoyed the
fine scenerv throtuglh th Roekics. The royal partx-
were mucli pleased witlî the evidence of p)rugress of the
fine prairie country, before they entered, on tbe Rockics ;
at Calgary they had a touch of winter, the groun(l
being covered with snow, They received numnerous
addresses from the settled population and hornage froni
Ir.dian tribes.

nPle royal party crossed the strait to Victoria in,
the steaniship, 'Empress of Indîja," e'scorted l)v the war-
slips of the North Pacific squadron. ThIe Duke wa-,
hoiised, îlot iii Victoria, but at a hiotel fitted ilp for his
reccption, overlooklýing the (tîlf of Cieorgia and com-
nianding a view of M\oinit Ba;ker, in Wasinigtr.n Ter-
ritorv. Froni the toile of tlie reliles to addresses reccived,
it is evident that thet royal vîîosare deeply inîipresseil
witb the magnitude and beaty of the cotintr'v.

It appears as if the founidation of a Federation iii
Soutb Afrîca would first take the forni of a tariff agree-
ment, There is to, be an electîi soo itiin Natal , at
wbich tbis question will be promineont. At present.
there is a tariff between Natal andi the Cape Colony.
This nay or may not be discontîiued, andi a tariff
agreement made between Natal, Orange River Colony,
the Transvaal, andi Rhodesia, witb a view of forcing cer-
tain terms on the Cape. The hest solution would be a
common tariff agreement hetween ail the colonies,
thouigh the divisioni of the revenue migbýt cause some.
difflcilty,, unitil the time for a federal government to, be
establishies came.

Manitoba expected to be able to move under im-
proved conditions its unprecedently large wheat crop ; but
this hope is destined not to be realizeil as scon as was
stipulatesi. The Canadian Northern Railway was to
have been connectesi witb Port Artbur by the ist ot
October, but Premier Roblin admits to an interviewer
that this will be impossible. Thle condition of the labor
market, which is characterzesi as "extraordinary," and
uinfavorable weather are beld responsible for the back-
wardness. An extension of time to complete the road
bias been granted, but bow long, the account does flot
sas'. The promised reduction, of two, cents per ioo lbs.
whicb was to go into effect on October ist, will. lot be
realized s0 soon, and will have to await the completion
of the road, which Premier Roblin expects to see
"sometime in November." 0f course, onîy a part o!
the cl4op wiIl be moved by this date, so that the bal-
ance, which remains over, will get the benefit. The
unfortunate incident will in no way affect the general
railway policy of the Governuient. The mortgage to
be given by the Canadian Nortbe-rn Raîlway is being
prepared.
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