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script, whethber alady ora g

female relative, who was a stron
but she wrote 8 hand so furmidably mascaline, that the only

suitor whe ever made her an offer, was terrified out of his nego-
tiation by the first billet-doux he had the henor of receiving from
her. He was a slender and delicately made man, and wrote a
find Italian band.

Next to the sex, the age of a writer may be gnessed at with |
most certainty from the chirograph. If the gods had made me
I would paraphrase the seven ages of Shakspeare,
the infant in his nurse’s arms,) with re-

But I must ¢ leave it to some fitter min-

g, stout-built woman, to be sure ;!!,

poetical,
(omitting, of course,

ference to this theme.
strel.” There are, however, more exceptions to this than to the

foriner proposition. Some people write a puerile hand all their
lives : and the gravest maxims, the profoundest thoughts, the
most abstruse reasonings, have sometimes been originally em-
bodied in signs as fantastical as the scrawl made in sport by a
child. On the 8ther hand, men of regular tomperament, and|
methodical habits of business, will acquire a formal and deliberate
character: in their band-writing, which is often not impaired until
extrome agd. 4 )

The nation, profession, and other accidental prop. ties of a
person, may also, porhaps, "be discovered in'a maj. city of in-
stances, from his chirograph. But it is obvious that thare is no
mystery in this, which philosophy need be invoked to elacidate.
Mr. Owen’s doetrine of circumstances will explain it v- 'y satis-
fuctorily. I am only disposed to deny that the bent o natural
inclination, or the predominance or deficiency of any inteilectnal
Guey, can be asecrtaingd he thistoc, T have pevessautwithi
any one who possessed the art of divination in this way ; nor, as
the thoory cannot be proved by any process of reason: g .ron

first principles, can it be supported by « fair examination of any
Imagination may carry
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miscellaneous collection of autographs.
us a great way, and suggest resemblances of its own creation, be-

tween the characters of men known in history and fuc-similes of
their antographs. But, divesting ourselves of ‘ts influence, let us
look at the signatures to the death-warrant of Charles L., or the
Declaration of American Independence ; which instruments I do
aot bring into juxtaposition irreverently, but because every one
has seen them. 1 believe it will be impossible, without the aid
of fancy, from recorded facts in the lives of those who subscribed
these documents, compared with the peculiarities of their signs
manual, to found an honest induction in support of this hypo-

thesis.
Some conceited people try to writo as badly as thay can, be-

cause they have heard and believo that it is a proof of genius.
While all will admit that this notion is very absurd, it is still
generally beliaved that men of genius do write in a very obscure,
infirm, or eccentric character : and we are told of a thousand
familiar instances ; such as Byron, and Chalmers, and Jeflrey,
and Bonaparte, ete. A goodly assortment in the same lot ! One
thing is very certain, that those who write a great deal for the
press, will soon write very badly : without its being necessary to
aseribe that circumstance to intellectual organization. Bonapatte
had no time, when dictating to six clerks at once, or signing
treaties on horseback, to cultivate a clear running hand. . Pis-
timguished as he was above other men, in his fame and in his
fortunes, I believe we may also concede to him the honor of
having written the worst possible hand, decipherable by human
ingenuity. And when we find, from the fac-similes of some of
bis early despatches, how abominably he spelled, as well as
wrote, we are led to i.fer that a defective education, and an
cagle-eyed ambition, wi:. .. soon began to gazc too steadily at the
sun to regard the motes (. the atmosphere, will sufliciently ac-
count for a matter of such small importance to so great a man,
without resorting to ¢ metaphysical aid’ to account for bis bad
writing,
The hand -writing of an individual i not as much connected
with the machinery of his mind, as is the effect of any other per-
sonal habit. Neut people do not always write neatly ; and some
v -y slovenly persons, whom I have known, were distinguished
fur a remarkably elegant formation of their letters. Affectation,
on the contrary, being out of nature, will always betray itgelf in
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of Uik shape and textars, amd fow of your cunjeciurers in anio~

graphs will be able to gueas, from the specimens, which is the
gentieman and which is the boot-black.

But to-leave this dron ing disauisit] :
d to illustrate both thz :?{l:l:i;:;’e"ﬁtvllﬂquls:tlon, Lo .mmd-
bot! s vantages of bad or illegi-
by incidents which have occurred, or are easily sup-
posable, in real life, My poor old master, against whose me-~
mory I cherish no malice, notwithstanding his frequent fustigation
of my youthful knuckles, when he despaired of my profitin,
either by the unction of his precepts, or the sore application ogr
his ruler, endeavoured tr frighten me into amendment by examples,
Ho composed for my uss a digested chronicle of casualities which
had befallen those who perpetrated unseemly scrawls ; and, after
the manner of Swift, entitled his tract, ¢ God’s revenge against
Cacography.” Y have long since lost the precious gift ; but I have
yot forgotten ail the legends it contained.

The tale is old, of the English geutleman, who bad proeured
for his friend a situation in the service of the East India Company,
and was put to unprofitable expense by misreading an epistle, in
which the latter endeavored his express his gratitude. ¢ aving,’
suid the absentee, < been thus placed in a post, where I am sure
of a regular salary, bave it in my power, while I enjoy health, to
lay np something every year to provide for.the futare, Iam not
unmindful of my Lenefactor, and mean soon to send you an
equizalent. Sucha rascally hand did this gratefal Indian write,
that tho gentleman thought he meant soon to send him an els-
nha He erected a lorge out-housa for the unwieldly pet ; but
e S R L £gnre inTiln,
and an addiiiopal bundle of compliments.

Yev who read the newspapere, hava not seem an anecdote of
an muateur of queer animals, who sent an order to Africa for
tw> monkeys. I'he word two, as he wrote it, 80 much resembled
the figures one hundred. that his literal and single-minded agent
was somewhat perplezed in executing this corumission, which
compelled him to make war on the whole nation. And great way
the natsralists’s surprise and perplexity, when he received a
fetter informing Lim, iv mercantile phraseology, that eighty mon-
keys had been shipped, as per copy of the bill of lading enclos-
ed, and that his correspoi lent hoped to be able to execute the rest
of the order in time ior the next vessel !

Many, too, must have read a story wlich appeared in the
English newspapers, a few years since, of tha distressful predica-l
meet into which a poor fisherman’s wife wns thrown, by the re-
ceipt of a letter from her husband, who had been absent from
home, with several of his brethren, beyond the ordinary time.
The honest man stated, in piscatorial phrase, the causes of his
detention, and what luck he had met with in his fishing. But the
conclasion of his bulletin, as spelled by his loving amphibious
belpmate, was as follows : ¢ I aa¢ No moRE !” The peor wo-
wan gazed awhile on this fatal official intelligence of her huy-
band’s demise, and then on her eleven now fatherless infunts ;
and then she burst into a paroxysm of clamorous sorrow, which
drew around her the consorts of seventeen other fishermen, who
had departed in company with the deceased man. None of them.
could read ; but they caught from the widow’s broken lamenta-
tions the contents of the supernatural postscript ; and taking it for
granted that they had all been served in the same manner by the
treacherous element, they all lifted up thei, voices, and lhe'cor—
ners of their aprons, and made an vlulation wprthy of so many’
forsaken mermaids. In the words of the poets they made ¢ ’igh
water in the sea,” on whose margin they stood s when one of the
overseers of the poor, who came to the spot, alarmed by the
rumour that the parish was Jike to be barthened with eighteen
new widows and an hundred aud odd parcel orphans, snatched
the letter from the weeping Thetis, and silenced the grief of the
company, by making out its conclusion correctly, which was
¢ Tadd no more. ’
There is & memorable paszage in our annals, which must be
familiar to those who have read the old chronicles and records of
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our early colonial history, I allude to the consternation into whick

the General Courts of the Massachusetts and their associated set-

tlements were thrown, when their clerk read to them a letter

from a worthy divine, purporting that he addressed them, nos

this partieular, as in every other.

may be conjectured with more infallibility

I am disposed algo to treat, a3 a fond chimerz, a nstion I have

ag magistrates, but as a set of Indian dovils,

The horror«



