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A TAn.5.OF THEI FbiE.NCIH CHi CLK5.

Ey .1gnes Sàrn*

I- waI the second mlornng after Charlotte de Monitmor

first bail ; but the enchantimnsits vil'h wvhich that mem
evening had been fraught still floated before ber youthful

+she had thought ofnothing but the •Louvre and its glitteri

geantry all day ; and her pilow hald been haunted with dre

ilenri Quatre, and the gay and gallant nobles of his cou
had vied with each other'in offlring the most initoxicatinig h
to her charmes. Charlotte de Montrnorenci wias the most b
ful girl in France, and the sensation producei by lier first a
ence at court, was enough to dazzle the mind of a danse
just emancipated from the sober restraints of a conventual

cation. She had danced the pavon with Henri himseif, wv

been lavish, on that occasion, of the seductive flattery wi

was se well skilled te whisper in a lad' 's car. Charlot

found this incense only toe agreeable ; but the pleasur

which she was disposed te listen te the complirnents of R

received sorething very like a check from the impertinent

nage of a pair of penetrating dark eyes, which, whenev

raised her own, she encountered, fixed upon ber with lo

pressive rather of reproof than admiration.
Iow dared any cyes address language se displeasing

reigning beauty of the evening, especially when ber afl
lover, the sprightly heir of Bassompierre, appeared highly

fied with the brilliant success that bad attended her prese

at court ? Bassompierre vas the handsomest and most adn

all the peers of France. île stood very high in the favou

sovereign ; and so generally irresistible was he considered

ladies, that his choice of Mademoiselle de Montrnorenci h
it!leer toe e on. f 1tifthe f f o' the 1eî,

vainly endeavouîreid to Lx his roving he art.

Charlotte, in accepting him, bai driven a hundrcd levers

spair ; for the beautiful and wealthy daughter cf the mou

trious peer of France, fromt theemoment she quitted lier c

had been surrounded by suitors. The provoking dgrk

whose impertinent Observations bad annoyed and offended

the royal salon de danee, did net belong te any of these l

gallants. It would have been difficult, perhaps, for an

hsowever fair, te reject the addresses of a man willi such a

eyes, if their owner had rendered then as cloquent in imp

ed lieading as they were in reproof. These unautithorise

tors, too, pertained not to the grave and stately Sully, or

the elder worthies of the court, whom wisdom. Virtues, a

ture years might entitle te play the moralist, but to a pale,

choly stripling, who engaged the attention of io une in t

tering circle but the leglected qumeeniu. With ber lie appe

be on erns of ueffetionate confiî'dence and it vas fron

her chair that li' directed those glances which e cited the

,,ai dlispleasure cf thle fair Montmorenci

Tfh expression of thos" eves, te say nothing of their

beauty, ha11 unmted ('harlott' after her returns t the hotel de

mîo. ici ; and she regretted that she had net askçed Basso

who the person was1 that hal conducted himself in so ex

nary a marner. Shie l thouglht of propoundîing the

more than once ditrinîg th' evening, but was unwilling to
lov, er's attention te a circ'uîrmstance that was mortifying te

love. She fell asieep wviti the determination of amuîsing

pierec, vhen he calld tos pay hi deoir te ber the next r

w ith a whliiusi ai dl'scriltion of the pale dark-eyed boy ;

that ber poivers of m155:15 lry vould eli it fron lier eprigh

the nme of theper-n she sketelîd wvithout betray

'Thlie fetloiing daV, at as early an hour as couartly etiqu
mitted, the salons of the Duches de Moitmnorenci vee
with visitors of the lighest raIn!, all ager to oier tlcir
ronts to ber beautifili daughter. Ile of the my'erious da
ced Francois wassompi'rre, were hwever not amlong the
Chiarlotte was surprisei and piqued at tIh is eglect on the

1ier lover, and resolveil to pinisl lhihs by a very haughlty r

the iext tine lie eitored ber preselce ; but hi neithser c

seat to nquire af'or her hieuaihh that day.
The nlcxt norni::g the Duke de Montmorenci, afler b

fron the king's lesel, said te his daighter :-

" Charlotte, tIle king hias forbidden your muarriage wit

Passompierre."
SVustly inpeartinient of the Ling, I think ! What reu

L give fur th1a aprecedenadus act of tyr"ny ?"

That you are worthy ofa more illustrious alliance.' "the arrangerent cf riuf- and frdingale te i "r own satisfaction

i I wish King Ienri would mind his own business, instead of lier entrance vas grectedI v. h a suppressed murmur of adsrl-

interfering un nine," said Charlotte angrily. ration, and the graceful manne r with vich she advaced te cier
" Mly dear child, you are ungrateful te our gracious sovereign, ier hom.îage to the soevere'gig, f. ited fresh applause.

en's who lias expressed his, intention of narrying you to lis own " Ai, ity csousin," criei the enamoured fmonarch, turninF to

orable linsian , the first prince of the blood." the Prinre de Conde, " Ihat an e'iviable risan ai I net u.boet to
funey, " And who may le be ?" renoer you, in uniting yoq to so charming a bride ! By the mnasp,

'g pa- " The youing Prince de Coule, the i!listrious descendant of ai if I vereL a bacheboir, i must have kept ber for myse1f, and laiid

ais of line of heroes, iInid, afier Ilensri's infant sons, the heir-presumip- my crown sat her feet ; and, even as it is, i feel more paia than 1
rt who live to the throne of 'ranc e. Think of that, mlsy dauigiter !' ame ivilling to coinfess in biestowing ber upon anothe."'

omage I will lot think of anything but Basspiere," replied lenri Quatre fit the hand of the y outhful beauty, whih he

eauti- 0h1îotte resolutely. "l It is very barbarous of the king te es-n had retained ir; his own, w;hi! addiesing this high-fsown compli.
ppear- deavop parate those whosm luve bas united.' rent te ier future husband, tremblo in lis grasp. Charlotte was

I only " Love -,Apeated the Duke. "Bth! you cannot say that conscious that lher sovereign was availing himself cf this opportu-
edss- you seriously e young Basssmpierre." , nity of pressing ber fairy fingers, wtl itmore ardour than became

h had I thinsk him very handsomne and agreealdie, at anv rate ; and hie paternal cracter hi had assumed. An deep blush overspread

ich be I ams determined te marry Iiismn, and io one e. Ah ! i com- her counterance as the question ssggested itself to ber mind,

te hai prehend the reason'cf is absence soi. He ha.s been forbidden "I Wherefore bas ie taken su much pains to separate tie fromns
e with te sec nie by that cruel Ilenri." Francois Bassoîsmpierre ?" and, at the saie moment, she stole a
oyalty, " You are right, Charlotte ; it is in obedi'nce te the injunections furtive glanice at hîiim, whose des'tiny vas, from that hour, te 15e
espie- of the sovereign, that Bassompierre bas discontinuied his visits ta so closcly ronnestei with her own, and encountered the dark ps

er she you. You will sece hin sio more." netrating eyes, whose scrutiny hail so much disturbed her at the
ks ex- " Have I not said that I will net resign' hii P' Louvre. They wvere still benît on ber -face withs the sanse grave

Yes, my child, but ho has resigned you." mournful expression, as if inîtended to pierce into ber very sonl
to the "IResigned me !" exclaimed Charlotte, starting from ber chair Those beautiful but scarchinsg eyes belonged te Henri de Conde.
ianced with a burst of indignant surprise ; " Nay, that is impossible'; Scarcely iad she made this startling discovery, when the kirg.
grati- unless, indeed, you have told him that I ar faitiless, or that i assîmng the imposing characteristics of majesty, which so much

ntations wish hins te sacrifice ihis happiness in order to contract a nobler bIetter bcace bis nisature age than the light and reckless tone cf
ired of atliance.' gallatry i whii he haid be-fore indulged, presented the Prine

r cf bis "l On the word of a Montmorenci, le has been toîl nothlin'g, de Conde tu lier in due form. Then, puîtting her hand into t'at
by the except that it was the king's pleasure that he shouild relinguih bis cf bis pale, thoughtful kinsmsan, ho pronounced the patriarchal

ad en- cngagemsbent with you, and marry the hires 't the Dulke d'Au- bIessing ofthe suzerain ini their rapproaching union.
's.,> hisel <nais..''i su: 1 ' si. 1;-1 iiir.slc; Ii;ulsw harle fron3 te b",ythsschftd

lo'v, marri' another ? But 1 know Baissompiun ere eiel ne tî' o h( old bands tisat thoîs faintly rlosed on hers. Ther,

te de- believe ho ivili sit se basely.'' %vs' s notlîiug cf titderness, or encomurasgement, in the stcrssiy.nom-

,t illas- "My pocî Charlotte, vou are littie acquainted vvitis the diapo- poses fs,cituqrs cf Conde ;ne trasit cf tînt sulently expressive ho-

onscrit, sîtisîn cf mon cf the ivorîsi and r' rin' ,u sîsoulîl net louia- i nage, %vihs is ses dean te titi iseart osf isemun ; notbing. in fact,

cye, gimie tise possibility of yiîur tsund [seing îîicced in comîsotitien wsîth [l> compîelisate l'un tise absence oiii ianly tîeauty and courtiy grise

iber iîs t[he loss cf the neyai faiveur. Bassompierre, iuusteanl of actinsg lihie in a very young- îiurzan 'i Luî.h the II:slsi'S cf politeness and'aeif-

acl'ess a ronsantie boy, and fonrfcitiog the i.ing's regardl for thi' '<chc cfa contro], wiil sur' e ýoe:rly sstîrosseî J tpots the daughtens utThe

y lad.y, pretty girl, wboe nes ),ct a 'viit muire for buts tisais hie does fer groct, pros eîîts'l tii' finr Mou'usîiore ies Cous letrayitsg ber secretý

pain of bon, lias caneelied lus cootract ivitis Charluotte, Marguerite dieîisî 5 c'' i, cshc su tl e turcst at uspîpeaiing leook te ber pa-

sassbeus- Montoeenci. and affiarîcesi hiioseif te Maadeîuoissiie d'îsui '' ents, ius if tu titîpion' thin is
t utsrs su heia r mothen tiarnesi

Il mni- 1 'Tie hseartless ininion P' ouied CâIaroItI", îeiuh llaiiiug ey es ; iasvay, andus ber fitis"n gave lier a %vl.;, siich insilisatosi that it

any ofi Il voulîl that 1 bcd sottie mecans cf e; sncin- ini' seion and cotn-s svc.s1 tise laie te ne1' "Iii
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tempt of this baseness !" The matrri.ge contrar a reaid, anuîd 'su sribed by the king in

I The surest way of doing that, my child, s'i be te accept the his threef'ld caparity of sriî or praniount liege-lord of

illustrious consort whom the king has been graciously pleased to the contracting paes ; so ;!o as the inixt of kia and guardian

provide for you." cf the illustrious bidegriam, who was an orphan and a minor.

"I think se too," replied Charlotte, after a pause ;' but 'what lIcwas next witncess i iy the par lits of the bride. The pen was

sort of a man isthe Prince de Conde ?" then prescrite to the Prince de 'onde. île paused, and appear-
[le is said te possess great and nole qualiis," said the nir darited a ome cf saupicious bî.qiuiry at the kiig,

duke ; but ho is at present only in his missnîoritys, and is withal ofa and b.ut oni of his uruhing î>oKuss on the face of hecr to wOmuîl.

reserved disposiition. There is, hoiwever, nio oubl t [iut the en'u- ias requî.ired to (lht i . Mademoiselle de Mon.tworeci

panionship of a ife of your brilliant w'it nd u acc tuomphuimets wutas uos f his s, rintsy. Overpowered Ly the strfnge-

wvill drawî out the fine talents with whih thai Jltsie prince is mes and gitting nt' o' ht i, sh'. ç stood, with downc.a1t

eidowed, and rend him wnthy of his dustit sh'td nsestry." eyes and i vr in'g cle'or, 1ng h.'erclsed hands for support

"I coisfess," observed Charlote, " hat ie sh prer u 1m si on thes su!r of lu'r oily brthii. :, afterwards so celebrated in

sVhose claimîs te mîy respect vere ofa les. .dveitisous character. th ls.' ums of iFrane us the' ilistrious and unfortuiato Henri de

I should like to be twife oîf ai hero.' sMtori. Nev'er had sh appeared se charming as that m-

Se yoc will, in all probaility, if yoi marr iiini e Coude. ut, hu n the f'm ios siins of fear and shames had lent

Ile ts the last nreen f lie whose heritioges it goiry, an leir so ing h to heu., wi b 'l was, perhaps, te da.zsuiing
Of whose alliance eveii a Montimornai n:igt be prsud," rtunned in its s perfec'in, t calculated rather te cxci, wondir

her father. isd t , th a to ispi.s tenderniess. 'lie stern expressisn

He then hastened te commicate tii tii king the agrn.eile in- af nd stures r' i s Le 'ed upoli he0r, and observed

tellighnmce that his dauglhter had olWehrld1 nio oIjectios to a ns r- thSe, ri hus' of '" celesI rosy ne , d " angel whiteness,"'

:iagewith his youthful wiard and kinssmasn t!es' Princre de Cond . thaae îu ds wilnt i hr lir fuir cheek la lIs countenance bright-

it it; well, replied the monarch ; I wm mss' irisent the e i,' etoo the pen witi sudden animation, and, with a tirm

Princee d Conde to his fair bride, and e cnac s:tl bu signed hu id, ael iii bo:d free ihracters, subscribed his namlie Io the

Si muy presence this eveinig." co it ract.

The Duke and Dutchess de Mon"morsn"i wes' cirmed ,t th ' harlottC ai' d' Msntmoreni, cour signtur is r"-

idea ofa alliance that ofsered to luheir only .ght'r no verV re- I res," sd te ' h fitlier to the ev iden tly rneuitatt

mote prospect of sharing the thrnrte ci'Frce. As for th' f:ir daim'sl.

Charlotte, lier pride alee havin1g bsenwou;nded by ts.3 desertin " i h"Wve a g-'ru nd rt to sign, asd sihe, in am co-.idenitial

of Bassompierre, sic took th, reisat w d' an toneaside to hl brother, who was two years voureer than

chagrin his defection had caused, by sma".i.g 'une ;raie ¿oeri herself.

for the reception ofthe nieiv casdidae for iisr hand. So lor:g w., "Ar 'sou . to or an unprovoked afront te an honour-

si engaged in this iiteresting O,iccpation, tht a ponpous and le gu s ns, ird toi aford a triurnph to a recrenct lover

contiiuoLC flourishi of turiipets aiminnuced the arival of the roayt w;as tie I.hisp'red response of the )outhful heir cf Montmns i.

ci c:e aut that4't,;l de, Msontmorenici, Lefeur sha had conclded Ca rlo tt adn:ced tu tIhe tble e i u nethe instrntsut


