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TILE FOURFOT.D WITNESS OF TIHE
CHURCH,
A Sermon for the T'imes, preached in St. Luke's
Chhurch, fair Haven, V1., July 9, 1803,

By e Rev. Jous Axkersrn, A

(From the Churely Kelectiv.)

The great American peopleare just now look-
ing unxiously around for the Church—a Church
which shall combine the fullness of Christian
Truth with fixed and settlel ovder. Where
shall they find such a Chureh, preserving ancient
traditions unchanged, and yet in harmony with
the light and enlturo of modern times? It is
quite ovident that amid the Bahel of multi-
tudinous Protestant socts, vontradicting each
other flutly in essextial traths, no one stands
forth to ¢laim a just preeminenco, Nor can
this result be nccomplished by o platform ¢ fed-
eration of nects " ; for this winld leuve Christi-
anity without any vital principle worth con-
teniding for. ‘I'he American Churchof the next
and future conturies must he—cither the Roman
Church ov one own,  Aguin usk, which shall it
be ?

Hvery Christinn body appeals to the Bible as
a witness to the truth of its toncts. But as these
Lenots flntly contrwdict one another, it is mani-
fust that the Bible elone cannot Le such w wit-
neas, or clse the Bible is vilucless, Besides,
God is not o chary of Hix revelation fo man as
to leave Iimsolf with only une witness ; for ovon
in hmman affrs in the mouth of two or three
witnessos shall overy word be established.”

Vory wigoly thendid our House of Bishops at
Chicago in 1886 doclare, that the Chureh has o
“guered deposit ' of essontind truth commitied
to hor by tiod, and that this Divine “deposit ™
to bo proserved and  handel down unimpaired
Lo postority cousixts of exuctly four (4) things,
viz,

L The Holy Bidle. 20 The  Holy Creed. 3.
The Swered Sueraments. b, The Swerved Alindstry.

At} of these avo oft Divine origin and of equal
authority.  They constituto the Fewrfold Vit
ness of the trne Chitreh of Christ, sl at their

£ omotth “avery word i established 75 for they
b cnbnot contradict cach other,
© Lt us then brisfly exumine our own elum,
as conbrnstod with Lhose of others near us, toa
favorable verdiet an the part of these Pour
Witnessos of the Churceh,

1. Tho Holy Rible is fna cortain way aceept-
ol by all Ghristians! But the Roman Church
clovates its own Teaditions toan equal authority
with the inspired Scriptiuves, places the so eallwd
“Apocryphal ™ books ona lovel with the [fe-
brow canan of the Old Tostamont, d practieal-
Iy removes the volume from the hands of most
of ita luity,  'The Protestant seets on tho other
hund give the most contradictory (and oflen
absurd) meannings 1o the words of the Bible.
Tu their hands it becomes a nose of war, which
they ean twist in any direction they please,
And, moreovor, thoro is arising among them s
ppivit of subsorvieney fo Germun rationalism,
which would dozrade the Wond of God ton level
with hrman productions, and reduco its inspira-
tion to o mere pious and pootieal olevation of
thought.

Tho Chureh of England, however, and our
own, in the XXth Article of RHoligion distinetly
declaves the true dactrine 3 that “the Chureh is
a Wilnoss and Keepor of Iloly Writ,” that it
is not lawful to ondain any thing that is con-
trary to God's Word writton, neithor to expound
ono place of Seripture, thatil. bo repugnant to
anothor,” and that “it onght not todecreo any
thing against tho samo, so besides the sumo
ought it nat to ontoreo anything to be belioved

for necessity of Salvation.” The testimony is
complete, As the Church is the true and ull-
sufficient witness to the Divino authority of
“Gol's Word written”; so the Bible becomes
in turn, not the Witness (for that would be
reasoning in a vicious circle), but ene of the
Four Witnesses to the truth and wathority of
the Church.

2. The Creed of the Church is more ancient
even thun the written books of the New Testa-
ment, and hus come down in its essentials to us
from the eurliest times. It is contained in the
acts of the undisputed General Councils, which
we fully uand heartily aceept; and is briefly
summed up for our acts of worship in forms
culled the Apostles’ and the Nicone Creed. The
Roman Church aceepts these; but (nlas!) she
has adided to them within the lust four centuries,
as of equal authority, (but against the protest
of ull other Christiuns,) the Articles’ of Popo
Pius [V, the new dogma of the Immaculate
Cunception of the B, V. M., with the last and
worst dogma ot Papal Infallibility, which places
all future creeds ut the disposul of each indi-
vidual Pope!  The Protestant seets are all “at
son ”’ on the subject of theircreeds,  Some, like
the Imtherans, agcept the Apostles” and Nicene,
others the Apnstles’ only, others have creeds
and confossions of thelr own mannfucture, some
have no creed at all,  Most of them deny one
or more essential avticles of the true creed, €. 4.,
“ One Baptism for the Remission of sins.”

Our own position, however, is Loo well known
to be doubted or disputed. 1t is summed up in
Article VIIL: “The Nicene Creed, and that
which is commonly enlled the dpoestles’ Creed,
ought thoronghly 1o he received and believed ;
for they may be proved by most certain war-
rants of Holy Seripture,”  Our first two Wit-
nessod  therefore wyree most fully wiih one
another, and with the position consistently
maintained by the Anglican Church.

3. Our third groat Witness is the S weraments
of the Gospel, The word “* Suerament™ is not
found in the Bible, nor was the number of the
sucraments ever exactly tixed or settled in the
Chureh prior to the thirteenth century; s de-
fined at the Bonn Conference. But trom the
most ancient times two (2) great rites have
loomed up in the Church, a3 pre-eminent above
all others, viz.: Holy Baptism, and the Holy
Sucharist,  These are * ponerally (generiter)
necossinry to Salvation,” they have * an outward
and visible xign of an inward gruee given unto
us, " and they were ordained by Christ Himselt.”
They stand preferred above all other Sacra-
ments and rites as a Divine Witness to the Holy
Catholie Church, and arcan essential part of'its
work. Lt us see how they are received,

(«) lloly Baptism,  Between ourselves and
the Roman Church there is no ditference onthis
point.  All branches of the lloly Catholie
Churel are fully agreed with regard to the
doetrine and nuture of Ioly Baptism; thowgh
the linst and West are divided as to the mode ot
itx  administeation, which is 2 non-essential
point. But when we look at the Protestant
seets, what o jargon of confusion salules ust
Some admit infants to Baptism, others stoutly
dony their right.  Some insist on immersion as
exsontial, others sprinkling, others still admit
any mode, The Lutherans fully beliere and
tonch Baptismal Regoneration and the Camp-
bellites protess belief in it.  But nearly all the
seets deny this essentisl, seriptural trath, con-
found rogeneration with conversion, reduce
Baptism toan empty vito and eeremony, & mere
dodeation ot little onos to sumething or other—
I know not what!

It hardly need bo said that the Anglican
Chureh in her doctrine of Holy Baptism is in
full harmony with the Ioly Bible and with all
other branches of the true Church,

(&) But when we come ta the other Domini-
cal Sacerament there is even groater confusion,
The Roman Chuveh rofuses one-half of it to her

laity ; and explains her doctrine .of the nature
of the Real Presence by a philosophical figment
based upon the exploded philosophy of the pa-
gan Aristotle. Tho Protestant sects in losing
the true Ministry have lost with it the true
Sacrament, which can only be conferred by a
true Priesthood., The Lutherans indeed teach
and believe in n Real Presence, which they ex-
plain by o theory of Ubiguity, which borders
dangerously on the very confines of heresy,
Yet for all this they have not the Sacrament :
and most of the socts hold and teach, the Zwing-
lian doctrine, which makes their unconsecrated
bread and wine (or some other fluid) a bare
memorial that their Liord has died.

The doctrine of our Church, as set forth in
our admirable Liturgy and Catechism, com-
bines, as in other matters, “Evangelic Truth
with Apostolic Order.”

With regurd to the minor Sacraments of the
Church, the Roman Church exalts them to an
undue equality with the two great Dominical
Sacraments; while the sects utterly ignore
them,

4 The Sacred Ministry of tho Chureh, styled
in our © Declavation ¢ The Historic Episcopate.”
It was by this Ministry that the inspired books
of the New Testament were written ; and their
suceessors in office have preserved them for the
use of the Church. TIn their Councils the true
canon of Seripture has been determined. The
Roman Church appears to have preserved its
suceession unbroken. But above its Bishops it
has placed in latter days a “ supreme” and
“infallible " Ruler, to whose will all Orders of
the Ministry are entirely subject. This is not
the Order of the Church taught in Holy Scrip-
ture, or acsepted by the whole Chureh for the
firsi thousand years of its existence. Going to
the other extreme, the Protestant sects have
rejected the Apostolic Ministry of the Chureh.
The Church of Sweden and the Moravian Church
have preserved their Episcopate; disputed by
some, though I think without sufficient ground.
Tut all other Protestant bodies have aet up for
themselves self-appointed ministers, whose (lay)
Baptism isindeed valid, when rightly performed,
but whosc other acts lack the sanction of lawful
authority accepted by the Chureh,

The Anglican Church justly claims a true and
lnwful Episcopate. The grentest iheologian of
the century, Dr. Tgnatius von Dollinger, said
of it at the Bonn Conferenee (Sept. 15th, 1874):
“1 have no manner of doubt as to the validity
of the Ipiscopal suceession in the Xnglish
Chureh,” And he immediately added these re-
markable words: “ Circumstances occurred in
the Western Church before the Reformation
caleulated to raiso far more serious doubts s to
the unbroken succession and the validity of
many ordinations” [Le., Roman] ‘ than any-
thing whieh has been alleged aguinet English
Orders,””  And the Orientals who were present
expressed their satisfaction with his conclusion.

We sce then how impregnable are the claims
of the Anglican Church, of which by God's
grace we are members, to behe true and luwful
Bride of Christ. Iler ** Mistoric Episcopate ” is
the Sacred Ministry of the Church; for the
Priesthood and Dinconato, while essential to the
well being of the Church, ave not essential to its
being ; for the Bishops could make Priests and
Deacony at any time, but all the Priests and
Deacons in the world could never make a Bishop.
The Presthood and Diaconate are delegated 1
fuithful men by the Apostolate and Episcopate,
who reccived them from Christ Himself, and
hold them as “ a sacred deposit.”

The Sacred Ministry of the Church is given
by God to man, not offered by mun to God.
To conceive of any * historic episcopate  other
than the Apostolie Succossion would cause 3
“ Niobe dissolved in tears” to burst into peals
of ‘‘inextinguishable langhter.,” The very
thonght is too absurd for utterance. Yei the
term is well chosen to guard against any



