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are to strengthen and oncourage individual
members of The Church in true personul reli-
gion and definite work for God.  (2.) To assist
them in realizing tho duties and privileges of
corporate life and followship of union in prayer
wnd asnocinled ondenvor for the Kingdom of
God. “The Bishop himself is the president, and
wll residents in the dioveso, who have become
communicants, are oligible as members, pro-
vided they aceept the rules involved :

a. Regular Communion, with due preparation
and thunksgiving,

b. Reginning und ending the day with prayer,
wlding tho Ghudd Collect,

e, Reading and thinking ovor at least one
vorso of the Bible daily, .

d. Duo observance of Sunday.

e. Forwarding the work of the Church gener-
ally, by materinl and personal ussistance.

Piocese of Marilzburg.

Tho nutive work in this diocese appears to be
making n fresh and more vigorous start, A new
work is heing orgnnized ul Verulam, and two
now mission centres huve been wtartod near
Tuble Mountain, at one of which 2 school has
hoon oponod,  Another school has been apened
near Manderston, A new churel is contem-
plated in Mucitabure,  Steady dovelopment. is
going on in Daudysmith, amsder Avehdencon
Burker and Mre, Thompson’s Mission, of which
Inhlonhle is the contro, gives very great prom-
iso,

Diocese of Pretoria,

At St Mury's, Johwmeshery, during Holy
Weuls, addresses wero given in the morning at
10, and in the evoning at 8 and on Good Fri-
dny the “Threo Hours” service was conducted
by the Rev. Father Douglas, with addresses on
1ho “ Last Words' 1o a eongregation numboring
Botwoeon 400 and 500 persons.  On Fastor Day
thote wore four celebrations of Holy Commun-
fon, that at 8 o'clock wan, being choral. There
wore 04 communicants at theso services aad
the ehinreh was crammed, people boing obligod
to go wweay unable to oliain even stawding room,
Tho offertarios from the parish during the day
amoantod to L1837, During the year there had
heuan 956 baptisms.  The ollertories for the year
shiow anineronse of LHY over that of the pre-
vious yoear, wued donations an invrense of £330,

Wi see thal the Southern Cross containg o
“Waunted 2 “I'wo priests for Fuaropean work
in the Zululand dioeeso ™ ; amd ot 81 Mary’s) Jo-
hahnesborg, an assistant curate is wanted 5 the
stipowd oltored being £250, with rooms,

Church

Contemporary
Opinion.

Irish Feclesiastival Guzette

His almost impossiblo to make English
peapls vealize the feelings with which lrish
Churel poople nre walching the progress of the
Home Rule Bill in Committee.  Thoy one and
all fully understand that their Chureh is face
{o fueo with u erisis seeond to none—not exceept-

ing the timoofdisestablishmont-—throngh which ¢

it has beon ealied to puss,  Not one, but every
nterest of theirs, is now at stako and it s with
a full wonsciousnoss ol this fact that they day
by duy wateh the offorts of their friends Lo save
them trom the groeat betrayal with which {or
their loyalty they are treatened.

The wondrous unanimity with which 1he
Chavel of Treland in every pavt of the country
has protested aguinst Home Rule Bill is a strik-
tng indication of the efleet which the wembers
of that Chueeh know that the Bil will have on

them. Qut the of 1229 incumbencies recorded in
tho frish Church Directory for 1893 no fewer
than 1203 forwarded protests. There were
fourteen incumbencies returned as having no
parochial organizations, or no select vestry;
twelve parishes, including one vacant one, and
one case of inaction owing to ¢ terrorism,’ sent:
in no protests, making n total of twenty-six in-
cumbencies not represented. Not only were
the expanses of issuing these protests paid by
the contributions received from the several
putishes,but the Committee were enabied to un-
dertake u large amount of additionul valuable
worl in printing and circulating a full report of
the Synod, specially convened to make known
ihu voice of the Church with reforence to Home
tule, '

Irish Keelesiastical Gazette -

Cardinal Vaughan and his fellow prelates of
the “Itaiian Mission” havo given England a new
Patron Saint, 1t is the Pope who suggests the
step, The “Iloly Father "—claiming boldly
Divine suggestion inthe matter (*God prompt-
ing us")—cexharts # the fuithful of England to
follow the example of thewr forefathers, and by
a solemn religious rite, to dedieate and conse-
crats the whole country to the Most Ifoly
Mother of God and Lo the blessed Prince of the
Apostles,”  The Ruman Catholic prelates pro-
ceed, interproting history in their own pocaline
way, Lo show how approprate js this dedication.
Braced up by a variety of bold assertions, they
at lust reach the astonishing conclusion ** thut
it is the glory of this country, as it is of
Ireluuland Scotland, that almost every one of
her Martyrs has died in the canse of St. Peter,
The frecord says:—*The majority of Boglish
people may look ou these proceedings with
amused contempt, but it must be remembored
that they have a serions side,
oneo more to the strentuous endeavour of Rome
to seize ard hold every possiblo coign of vantage
inour land.”  The Chureh Times says:—* It is
straage that this step was not taken yoars ago,
and we can only aceount for it by the fact that
Cardinal Vaughans predecessors had not quite
reiched that point of audacity at which it was
poseible to assume the entire oversight of this
benighted country.  So longas o suecessov of
St Awgustine is seated 1in St Augustine's chuir,
the lnglish nation will have little real regard
for the brand-new throne at Kensington,” In
going o these lengths the Roman Catholics
are muking a mistake,”

T SOCIETIES FOR PRODUCING, AND
CIRCULATING, CIIRISTIAN LITEKRA-
TURE—RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR.

By Ronert Neebuam Cust, LD,

The Biblo and tho Bible alone, is the basis of
all Christian literature, but none the less, auxi-
lary societios are required to assist the student,
and promote the study of that Book. The Bible
Society keeps o its unique and proper duty,
In Londen there exist two notable Secieties,
which earey out a very greatand blussed work,
and neither of them atteact the attention and
sul)pnrt, which they deserve,

L so happens, that the Old and new Testa-
ment—the Divine Library of Jeromo—on their
human side, occupy a very peculiar position.
n . . .

The thenghttul mind is struek by the remark-
able phenomenon of a library, the volumes ot
which extended over tiftern hundred years, and
the actions deseribed in which touched, only
Just touched, the three great monarchios of

td . » Y . n
Western Asin, Assyria, Babylonis, and Persia,
the solitary African monarchy of Egypr,and the

They witness -

two great Empires of Groeceand Rome, Now
the Bible can only be understood in all its
allusions after a study of the contemporary
Jiterature of those countrics, and the advance
ot knowledge has been so constant and rapid,
that no books of a date of more than a quarier
of a century are of any valne. We live in an
age of progress. The old grandmotherly style
of the preachers and tenchers of the Georginn
period is of no use at all now. Our knowledge
of geography, and archwology has wonder-
fully expunded. Comparative philology has
come into oxistence, A new and corrccter iden
of history has been formed, The Book of nou-
Christian Religion, and the buried records of
Fgypt and Assyria, have become uccessible, amd
the desire to arrive at Truth has been aided by
the continued exertion of the two Societics to
which we allude,

Here o contion must be introduced. The
Bible never grows out of date or falls below the
high-water mark of human knowledge. No
suggestions of alteration, or new editions, of the
Bible can be {olerated, but the work of these
auxiliary Societies is specinlly human, linble to
change, modification, and actual supersession
by later and fresher treatises. This principle is
enunciated distinetly, as in some Socioties the
right of this goneration io modify, alfer and re-
redit the tracts of the good men of the last
generation is disputed, and actually the child-
ren of writers of traets of the last genoration
protest againstany alteration being madein the
works of their revered ancestors,

The Christian Knowledge Society (S.P.C.K.)
has o great many branches of nsefulness, but
our remarks are restricted to those, which re-
late to literature. They are twofold : the Forcign
Translations Department, and the supply of
books in tho linglish language, Tt is difficult
in o few lines to deseribe the excellent work of
the Forcigh department in several score of
languuges of the fivo divisions of the world. An

"enormous amount of good has been done without

atlracting the notice which it deserves. Bishops
and missionarios come home from their distant
spheres with their manuscripts; the resuls of
long tedious years of labour, and seck a pub-
lisher, that they may carry back a supply of
printed copies for their flocks, The Society
steps in, prints without cost, under the supor-
intendencey of the authors, and presents a sup-
ply to the delighted upplicant. Tt really is
missionary work of the truest character. In
the case of missionary Sociotics, itis a great re-
licfto their funds, Branch Societios in different
central stations, and missionary printing pres-
ses, supported by grants, are doing the same
good work, The Kkind of literature supplied
consists of Commentaries of the Bible, Hymns,
the Book of Common-Prayer inshortened form,
Selections  of Picture-Cards, Grammars, Vo-
cabularies, Catechisms, and Trunslations of
esteemed English works.

In the English language there is a supply of
serialy, books, maps, pictures for the walls
of school-rooms, literature of o most interesting
and improving character, with a sound healthy
tone pervading the whole.  There is something
to snit all tastes, but, as it is a Church of Eng-
land Society, the great bulk of the books are in
harmony with the views of that Chureh, but in
the Supplemental Catulogue, place is found firr
osteemed books, such as Bunyan's © Pilgrim’s
Progress.”  Great liberality is displayed in
grants to missionary Societies abroad, or insti-
tutions  ut home, and members of the Society
are entitled to 25 per cent. veduction of price.
Printing presses are granted to missionary sta-
tions in every part of the world. Encourage-
ment is given to the preparation, as well as
printing, of important works, and the revision
of translations, for instance, of' the Book of Com-
men Prayer, which will exert an important in-
fluence upon native churches growing up into

indepondence under their own Bishop., ~More
might be written, but the scope and t{:e merits



