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CruroH WORK IN * DArgmst ENGLAND."—
(Continued from page 2.}

one more must be mentioned which is as strange
asitisrare. It is held on Thureday evening

at & o'clock, and the passing stranger, should
be chance to enter the church, will see a sight
he will not easily forget. He must not expect
to get 8 seat, however, for, like Marks, the
slave-hunter, in * Unocle Tom’s Cabin,’ he is not
wanted there, For the building on that partic-
ular night is sacred to the female sex, who not
only occupy all the benches, but overflow into
the supplementary chairs that have to bs re-
quisitioned. And whatis it that attracts all
these women on & weekday night? It cannot
be that which is snpposed to have such a peou-
liar fasoination for the softer sex—a marriage
—for the hour preciudes snch a possibility.
Neither is it a grand function, for the altar is
not lighted up, and the choir is empty. It is
simply and solely s Bible-class conducted by
the vicar for their special delectation, and it
is & proof at once of the power of the old, old
story to atiract and of the vicar's ability in
expournding it, that the Church is thus filled
by interested learners every Thursday evening,
save for a short hiatus in the summer seasom,
sll the year round, This, it will be admitted,
is something like & Bible-class,

The services and classes we have mentioned,
bowever, by no mesns exhaust the list of
agenocies for reaching the people. In fact, it is
quite i possible, with the space at our com.
mand, to do much more than enumerate them.
The system of working is to ga her the people
inte mission rooms for varioms olasses,—
laborers, costermongers, scavengers, mep,
women snd children—each calling and phase
of life being dealt with by itself. Beginning
with the Mission of Costermongers, who form
the bulk of the population, it is gratifying to
learn that at the time of writing the Isst re-
port, 130 men had had their names enrolled,
of whom about two thirds were in weekly
attendanoce, and this very gratifying result may
well prompt the vicar to say that it is & very
dear congolation to know that the rule of the
priest is stronger than the ruling of the magis-
trate, and that it saves the pooket of the British
ratepayer from many a pound which would be
charged for their maintenanae ot Her Majesty's
prisons. Those who have not yet been gather-
ed in are appealed to in varions ways, notably
by a large poster which anyone may see at this
present time adorning the walls of the district,
urging them, in large type,-to leave their
barrows outside, and conoluding by advising
them, ‘not to go home for & wash,’ but to come
in just a8 they are. Then there 18 the Young
Costermongers’ Mission for boys about the age
of sixteen. This iz a very difficnlt class both
to catoh and to retain, bat out o it the mis-
sioners mepage to get a very respeotable per
centage of boys who are prepared for Confir-
mation, and who, by this means, so change
their made of life, that, to use the vicar's vords,
‘they become ywells inshiny black on Sundays.’
But, he adds, he is just as hsppy as if they
atiend their Communions and misston meetings,
and keep to sireet work, for ‘it is better that
they should witness for Christ at their barrows
in the streets of London than turn printers’
boys or warehouse young men, The coster boy
is larky, but it is all above board.’ As to all
the other missions in this hive of Christian
industry we un but make running comments
on their principal teatures, for, happily, they
are too numerous to be described in tull. The
chief speciality, then, of the Calvary mission is
the vifih- refuge for women, whiot is managed
by Sister Teresa; the Nazareth Mission is &
perpetustion of the old Manger Mission ; the
Children’s Miesion is & supplement to the Son-
day schools; the Total Abstainers’ Mission
numbers 360 meinbers, which is a8 very good
number considering the faot that, as the re-
port says, ‘poverty is a bitter oppunent to

temperance . . . for if a man is out of
work an old pal will give him something to
drink, but he won't give him the money to buy
focd, and so the pledge is broken ;' the Band
of Hope numbers over 601 children; the Com-
municants’ Guild has 880 members; the
Young Men's Guild isspeoially intended to help
on the newly confirmed by Kkeeping the young
men and big boys up to their religions dutios;
the Boy's Guild is for little fellows hbefere Con-
firmation, after which event they are traps-
ferred to the Young Men's Guild; the title of
the Young Women’s Guild explains itse f, bat
it seems that even when the girls leave to get
married they ' oling to the Church, and come
Jong distances to be ohnrched sand to have their
babies christened—a fact which we have
observed so ofter in other so oalled Ritualistic
Churches that it may be said to be a specislity;
the Girls’ Guild numbers over 289, and the
members at the age of fifteen are transferred to
the Young Women's Guild; the Sunday
sohools contain 1,600 children; the Christisn
day schools are for those who go to board
schools (for the parish is as yet unprovided
with a properly built pational school) and the
scholars assemble sfter the board sohool is over
at 12 o'clock in & room in the parish, and at
the present time there are 400 on the bouks,
with an average attendance of 300 ; the Work-
ing Men's Club is composed of the 200 men
who sattended the before-mentioned Sunday
morning Bible.class in the Church ; the Caster
mougers’ Club is simply a plain room (there
are no funds for & more attractive one) for the
men who belong to the Costermongers’ Mission,
in order to keep them from the publioc house
and from loafing abont the ‘thievish corpers of
the streets ;' the Young Costermongers’ Ciab is
eptablished in order to provide a comfortable
and healthy resort for these lads, as & sabsti-
tute for the penny gaffs, eto.; the Home for
girls, which is under the supervision of Sister
Agatha, at 181 Biackfriars road, is & perma~
pent dwelling for girls who goto work, and
contains abont twenty or thirty young women ;
the Working Girls' Lodge isintended to atiract
girls after leaving their factories to spend the
evenings in the club rooms, It also providss
sleeping acoomodations for such girls as may
be out of service, eto,, but, unlike the Home for
Girls, is only mesant as atemporary abode; the
Creche and Infant Nursery is another valuablo
institntion, buth for the mothers who lesve
their babies to be oured for, and for the babies
themselves, who would otherwise be left ‘in
charge' of an inattentive brother or sister;
the Children's Kitohen has ted a good many
thousand children during the last fourteen
years ; the same may be said of the Poor Man's
Restanrant and Shelter; and the Mothers'
Meetings and Clothing Fand, etc,, etc., almost
complete the sum total of the good works per-
formed in this now well-cared tor parish, We
say almost, for we have left a notable institu.
tion to the.last beocause it deservi8 a more
lengthy mention than would be possible in the
mere enameration given above, This is the
Working Boys' Home, whose object i8 to rescue
boys who, having no homes and no real
parents, are in danger of falling into vicious
habite, What these are, all who know the
temptations whioh poor, ho meless, outoast luds
are exposed to, 0an realize without much par-
tioularizing, Amongst these are .he betuing
rings of their ovaris or lodging-houses, the
penny theatre, with its vile compuny, and the
publio honse, To suppiement and accentuaty
all these evil inflaences, when the poor boy
lays down on the dirty sack of siraw which 15
called a bed, at his lodging house, the last
words he hears a8 he (ails asieep, and the firat
that greets him on waking, are oaths and
blasphemy, 1t is to minimizo 88 mach a8 muy
be these evils that this Home 18 estublished,

Notwithstanding the number of institutions
we have briefly sketohed, we have by no meune

exhausted the tale of Church work 1n this pur-

ish., It will be sufHlsient to say that they are
80 numerous that were a total stranger to be
plauted in ever 8o remote a corner of the dis-
trict he woald have no need to inguire for St.
Alphege's Church. It pervades the entire
neighborhood, and 8%, Alphoge's this, 8¢,
Alphege's that, and St Alphege’s something
else mests the eye in every rqaalid strest., The
answer to tha question, * Where is the Churoh 7"
would therefore simply be, Circumispice. The
building when ouoe found, hovevur, would no
movre convay to his mind that it sprang feom,
and was on tho very site of, its manger begin-
ning than it did it oocnr to the Jows of old that
ont of the Manger of Bothlehem should come
the Founder of the mightiest Charch ever
koown in the world 8 history, Yet in sobar
faot it is so, and on that side of 5. Alphexge's
Caurch nearest to the unlovely stable of old is
s most superb oopy (life size) of Gaido Rini's
painting of the * Crucifixion,” A little inmdent
ia conneotion with this vary piotaro will suffize
to show both its fitnoss for the plaoe and the
missionary oharacter of the work in this qaar-
ter of so oalled Charistian Razland. Asit was
being carried from the vau iato the church,
several vory rough psople standinz aronad in.
quired its meaning, snd oa being told were
much affacted, sud exolaimed, " Oh, what a
shame to treat & poor man so!”

To do ail this missionary work there are but
three priosts, throe laymen, ten sistors, and the
stadents of the Southwark Taeological College
(4nother institation in oconneotion with the
Chureh, the moembers of which rendor valanable
service), and it is thorefore not at all surprising
to read in the report a formidable list of ** Qar
Wants.” As a sample of these ** wants” may
be a useful lesson to some of those good people
who imagine that High Churchmen are always
thinkiug of caudles and inconse aad oreaments
generally, we sabjyin s few, For instancs, liv-
ing agentd ara not generaily requived for orna.
ments, but a great muny are wanted here for
use, and this is one of the vioar's prossing
wants. Noither oan the craving on his part
for £1,000 & year to do the spiritnal work of
the mission generally, fairly come ander the
head of mitheticism, Then he wants more still
annually for corporal work, i. ¢, maintenanoe
of homes, food and clothing for ths poor, rents
of premises, etc. Not satisfisd with this, like
Oliver Twist, he wants more atill--to build
premises for philanthrophic works, and to
bnild a vicirage and olergyhonse, And the
smallest sum of all he wants is for that whica
is supposed so exolusively to oosupy & High
Churchman’s sttention—viz., the oompletion of
his church, To sum up, we think wa have
said emough in this sketoh to prove that St
Alphoge's 18 another of those churshes where
Cutholio dootrine goes hand in hand with bacd
work, and reverent ritual with apiritasl activ-

ity.
In 1611, an Eoglish gentleman traveling in

Italy made this entry in his journal : ‘ I observe
s oustom not used in any other country. Taey
nse a little fork when they out their meat.’ He
pacohased one and oarried it to Hngland, bat
when he used it he was so ridiouled by his
friends that he wrote in his diary: ' Mater
L .wrence Whitaker, my familiar friend, catled
me Liacifer for using & fork at feeding,” Taut
little twoline artiole of uble farniture brought
sbout & fierce disonssion. It was regarded as
an innovation, anwarranted by the vastoms of
gociety. Ministers preached against its mie.
One minister maintained that, a8 the Creuter
bud given thumbs und fagers, it was sn insuit
to Almighty God to use & fork,

A Sobsoriber in Nova Scotia remitting re-
newal subsoription fur another yesr, and with
an additiopal new name writes: ‘I wish | had
more to send you. The paper is invaluable to
Churchmen and women, and should bein every
fanmily.’



