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Editorial Notes.

SeE the advt. of School Work and Flay, on
the 12th page of this paper. The special atten-
tion of teachers is called to the premium offers
in the circular recently sent with the sample.

WE beg to say to those who take advantage of
our clubbing and premium proposals, in advt. on
3th page, that we shall shortly send the first
order for books, when those who have up to that
time taken advantage of the offer will receive
their supplies. As the books have to be ordered
from New York, ;our friends will see that each
lot could not be sent for separately. Please read
the announcements. The offers will remain
open till the end of January.

I~ another place will be found a report of the
meeting held at the Educational Department on
the 1gth ult., to consider the question of Tech-
nical Education. The speech of the Minister of
Education bristles with facts, which are, or
should be, of interest to all classes, and of
especial interest to members of the teaching
profession. The movement about to be inaug-
urated will, there is good reason to hope, mark
an important epoch in the educational and in-
dustrial history of the Province. Every teacher
should wark its progress, and be prepared, as
occasion requires, to turn the footsteps of pupils
in the right direction.

Miss JESSIE ALEXANDER, the lady elocutionist
of Toronto who made so high a reputation for
herself in that and other Canadian cities a year
ago, is to give a dramatic and humorous recital
under the auspices of the Y. M. C. A,, in the
Association Hall, on the evening of the 3rd inst.
The opportunity will be ‘no doubt a favorable
one for teachers who wish to improve them-
selves, and to learn how best to improve their
pupils, in the highly useful art of good reading.
Miss Alexander is a pupil of the Philadelphia
School of Oratory, and has, moreover, been
for some months past studying the methods of
the most talented elocutionists in the United
States, with a view to perfecting herself in her
chosen profession.

Dr. CuaLMERrs’ grand sermon on *“The
Expulsive Power of a New Affection.” embodied a
principle which underlies all reform in church or
state. In one of its many possible applications
this principle furnishes the answer, and so far
as we can see the only answer, to the burning
question, * How can the young people of the
day be saved from the influence of the dime

novel ?” The answer was well put by Mr.
Henry Tate, J. P., the founder of the Tate Free
Library at South Lambeth-road in England. The
taste for reading was, he said, “being created by
compulsory education, and if pure streams of lit-
erature were not provided,impure would besought.
When a youth had once enjoyed access to noble
literature, and once acquired a taste for rich
reading, it would not be possible for him to touch
thisvile rubbish.” These arewise words. There is
no better aim which teachers of every grade,
from primary school to university, can set before
them than to instil this taste for rich reading.

Mgr. OAKELEY, some of whose clever criticisms
on the mistakes made by student-teachers in
giving lessons before him, are given in another
paragraph, says further that many young
teachers have a sort of fetish wership for the
word “elicit.” “They may collect and bring into
distinct consciousness scattered knowledge only
vaguely retained in the memory; they may get
their pupils to draw conclusions from premises,
or to generalize from particular cases; but all
the questioning in the world would never
“elicit” from a child the date of the Norman
Conquest if he had never been taught it, or the
composition of water if he had never seen ex-
periments illustrating the analysis or synthesis
of water.” All which is very true, and the
young teachers will do well to take the hint.
At the same time these young teachers are on
the right track, and will come out some day far
ahead of those who adhere to the old highways
of didactic teaching and text-book memorizing

THE publishers make the following announce-
ment: ¢ The first number of Sckool Work and
Playwas prepared rather too late for our friends to
domuch with it in the schools before the holidays.
The offers of premiums will remain open, how-
ever, and onre-assembling the clubs may be
formed, as we shall be able to supply the first
number to later subscribers. We intend to let
every teacher, whose address we may have, see
No. 2, withan extra copy or two for canvassing
The best plan for securing a club may be fol-
lowed, whether by the assistance of active pupils
or otherwise; and teachers may depend upon
our liberality in the rewarding of all such efforts.
No. 1 was issued in great haste, so as to be in
hands before Christmas. No. 2 will be found
to be much better in every way. We are highly
gratified, however, with the appreciative words
of numerous teachers respecting No. 1.
The paper will be made a great help in school
operations—that is a part of our programme. «



