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which can be sold for as niany pounds as they cost shil-
lings.

Curiously enough, this laxity was knowvn ta the ancients
as well as to ourselves: for Roman coins have occasionally
been dug up, same evidently plated, some as cvidently
wvashed ovzr wvith a mere surface af preciaus matai. At the
present time, the Greek îslands shielter men who make taise
dies af ancient coins, as a prcliminary ta the manufacture of
new specimens sa doctorcd up as ta pass for aid. The trade
must indccd ba a lucrative one,if thec statement is correct that
one engraver of these faise dies netted two or three thousand
pounds fromn the pocketsof Englisbmcn alonc, who innoccntly
purchased the counterfeits at highprices, undera belief in their
genuina cbaractcr. Old Roman coins require ta bc scanned
closely, whcnever a high price is askced for them ; it is said
that almost every coliector bas some %vhose genuineness lie
doubts, although hae bas flot tasts sufficient ta settle the
matter clearly.

A numismatist, a feîv years aga, warned collectors ta bie
on their guard concerning baif groats and pennies af Richard
MI.'s reign ; there are but faw of them in existence, and imi-

tatars have been tempted ta enter this field ; the fraudulent
specimens are wall made, and put on that wvorn appearance
which wvouId ha due ta a great age.

Much could be said as ta the sophistication or imitation
of coins, whicb, on account of their age or rarity, command
a market price much beyond their original valua; but the
debasement or fraudulent imitation of the current coin has
misa for ages afforded a field for misapplied ingenuity.

An extant officiai document, relating ta, Wells in Somer-
setshire, descrihas a curiaus way of determining the legality
and excellence af a current coin called a leston, af which
there were two varieties, ona just worth double the other
The fourpanny teston and the twopenny teston were current
at the sanie time, and being of the sanie size, though diffar-


