Cbaraﬂer of Mabomet. S

(altci the fpirit of fraud cr cnihuﬁafm,
whofe abode is nct in the heavens, but in’
the-mind of the prophet, “Fhefaith which,
under the name of Jflum, he preached to
" his family +nd pativn is compounied of
an eterpal truthy and a nccetfary fiflion,
THAT THERE 13 ONLY ox2 GoD.' AND
THAT MAHOMET 13 Tux Aro:'n.r. oy
Gob.
‘At the’ concluﬁon of the life of Maho- -
met, it may p.rhaps be c;pcdcd that |
mould balance his 1aults and virtues, that
1 Mould dccide whether the titic of enthu-
fiaft or imp.ftor more preperly belongs to
that exiraordinary man, Had 1 bueninti-
mately converfant with the fon of Abdal.
“lah, 1he tafk would gill be ditticult, and -
the fuccefs uncertain: ar the diitance of
twelve centurics, 1 darkly contemplace his
fhade through a coud of ruligious incen(e §
and could 1" truly delineats the portrait of
an hour, th:’ fl;eting ref mblance would
not equally apply to the folitary of moaunt
.Hera, to the. preacher of -Meéca,
“th: conquerer of Arabia, The author of
am. ‘h(y revoluticn appsars to havc hccn

and to .

.

N fmcs, he- may lawfully hate thc mem:es of

-,God j the ‘ficrn paffions of. pride and re.
" revenge were kindled in the bofon of:Ma.. -
, hpmet, and he fighed, like the prophet of”

Nigzveh, for the deftruétion of the rebels
whom he hid condemned. ‘Ihe injuftice \
of Mccca,and the choics of Medma, tranf.
formed the citizen into a prince; the hum.

. ble preacher into the leadzr of armics ; bus -

his fword was conf.crated by the examplc :
of the fai:zts; and .the fam= God who.af- .
flits a finful world with pcfulcnce and

. earthquakes, might infpire, for their con-

verfion or cha(’uf‘mcm, the val-ur of his
{crvants. . in the exercife oft political go-
verament, he was cemgelled 10 abateof
the ftern rigour of fanatacifm, to.comply

_in fom: meafurc with the prejudices and
. paffions of his_toilowers, and to cmploy

even the vice> of mankind as the infiru-
ments of their falvation. ‘1 he ufeof faud
and perfidy, of cruelty and m;umcc, were:

- ofien fi.bfervient to the propagation &f the

faith ; and Mahomet commanded or ap-
proved the atfaffination of the jews and
idolaters who' had cfcaped from the field
of ‘battlz, By the repetition of fuch adls,

Sdisp, .unon ' fo-foon as mam:gc had r.uf-
‘ed hi.n above the prc'!urc ¢f wonj, hea.
void .d the paths of umbition and avarice;
and—il the agg of lorty, he lived with ian
-mac:nace, and would have died without a
name. i'he unity of Cod is an idea maft

conyenial to nature and. reafon; and ‘a |

flizht convorfazion . with the Jews and -
Cihiniftian, would teach him to defpife and
_dutelt the idolitry of Mecca. Itwasthe;
duty of a man and a citiz.n t2 impart the
doltrin= of filvatien, to refcue his country
_from the dominion of fin «nd error. The
enzigy of a injnd inceifantly bent op-the —
famz 0bj:@, would copyert -a-gencral
obligation intoa particul rcall; the warin
“ fuggeitions of he. und‘rn:m*mg or the
fancy, would be £t as the is fpirations of
of heiv.n; theMlabour of thought would
expire in rapture and vifion; and the in-"
vii-d f.nfation, the 'mvmb.c monior,
wuld be deferibed with the form and at-
tributes of an angel of God. Frpm en-
thufi ifin to impofture, the fitep is perilous
and flippery : the demon of Socrates affards
"a memorable inlance, ‘how a wife man
miay deecive himfelf, how a good man m Y
d.ceive clhcrs. 2w tne conf.ience inay
flumier in a mixed and midd'e fate be.
tween f:f.illufion and volundary, fraud,
Churity myy belicve that the original mo.
“tives of Maliomet were thofe of pure and
.genumc benevolence; but a human miffi-

aniry is incapable of cherifhing the obfti-

-mate_unbelicvers who reje@ hig claims,
-~ defpife his. argumcnu, and perfaciite hla :

:lxle he mngh; forgwc s pcrfonal advct,- i

. the charaéter of Mahomet’ muft hive been
. gradually ftained ; and ‘the influence of "

fuch pernicious habits would be poorly
compeufated by the praQice of the-per-~
fonal and (ocial virtues'whichare neceffary -

-to maintain the reputation of .a ‘prophet .

among his (earies and friends. -Of his -

‘Jaft years, ambition wasthe ruling paffion'

“.and a politician will foiped, that he fex-

cretly fmiled (the viorious impoftort)at |
the enthufiafm’ of his youth'and the cres
dulity of his profelytes. A phnlofopher
will obferve, that tbeir credulity and bis.:

= fuccefs, would tend more ftrongly to for- -
. tify the aﬂ'ur:mcc of his div.ne miffion,

. he alone was abfolved by the- Deity: from :

that his intereft and relizion were inféper- -
ably conne@ed, and-that hii confcience:
would be foothed by the perfuaﬁon, thit

~

" the obligation of pofitive and. moral laws.

If he retained any veftige of his native ifis .

" nocence, the fins of Mahomet may beal. ™

, Jowed as-an evidence of. his fincerity.

'I'i\'
the fupport of truth, the arts of fraud and -

. ition may be dccmcd 1:f3 criminal j and .

he would have ftarted at the foulnef, of the
means, had he not ‘been_ fatistied of the.-

| importanec and juftice of the end..’ Even
" in a conqueroror a pncﬂ, ¥ can. furpnfc a

. word or altionof unaffected humamty Y and.

v

the decree of Mahomet, that, in theifale of
captives, the mothers thould never be: fe- -

'perated from their childien;-may- fufpend

or modcntc tne c:nfurc of the-+hi
nm, A e

Pa




