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THE TEA C'HERS•' CON VENZ'ION.

"Archee,"said IDiogenes , etu wn
ty centuriesagro, "Archee, the foreînost and
dominant principle in ail statesinanship
is the education of the voung." This
being so, a meeting where iuch foremnost
educationists as l)r-.,Jenkins, IPr. D)awson,
Dr. Howe, Principal Hicks, Professor
Riobins, &c., N%'ere preseut eau have no
slighIt interest for Canadians.

The reports were very badly taken
for the local press. So inany blunders
were mnade that hardiy any statement
can be taken up as entirely trust-
worthy until corroborated by the officiai
yearly report of the Association. But, for
the first time f;oid progress may have
been said to be made in educationai
knowiedge at a meeting of this conven-
tion. Every important îaper made the
subject of a distinct resolution, and where
such resolutions were agreed to unani-
îuously by such a large and influential
body of men interested in education (for
the Association is by no ineans exclu-
siveiy confined to teachers), they may be
looked upon as, for ail intents and pur-
poses, ascertained facta.

Perhaps the most important resolution,
so far as its practical effect on the. country
is concerued, was that Ilit is the unani-
mous opinion of this Association that it is
to the advantage of the pupil as weii as
to the teacher that the hours of teaching
in country schools should not exceed
five hours a day and five days a week."
Fromn the formi in which the motion wau
put, any single person present who
thouglit that the sciiolars would learu
more if tauglit six hours a day, as at pre-
sent, instead of five hours as proposed,
could bave prevented the motion fromr
being passed in its actual shape. But
none such appcared, and any commis-
sioner or board of commissioners who do
not act upon this reconunendation, (and
it wvas resolved that a copy should be sent
to every school triistee and commissioner
in the province) sets Iiiinself agyainst the
uîîited wisdoin Of the leading education-
ists in the Domninion.

Mr. DIwsox, the delegate from the
Teachers' Association of Canada, did honor
to the body who selected huîn. lis brief,
clear, iucid speeches pretty well estab-
lished the advisability of the co-education
of the sexes, the granting of teachers' di-
plomas hy one central board with the sub-

bitious-young men of the neighbourhoodî
where they reside. Scbool Inspectors'(
reports coînplain bitterly of the fatal faci-(
iity with which they marry.

One way to defer this much lamnted
catastrophe would be, we thinkl, to open1
up a vista of advancenient ini their pro-(
fession to them. By attaching différenti
salaries to the schools in each muuicipality1
and advancinig the better teacliers to the
better schools, niany au ambitions teacher
wili tell her lover that "lshe had ratheri
bide a we" tili she lias attaiued to the1
lionour of teachiug, the bcst schoolin iiher1
district.

The way to retain an Anglo-Saxon in
an employmient- is to persuade hum, noti
that he -'1," but that hie is going to bei
Ilblest." The Bishoprics attract much1
talent and genius to the IEnglish t'hurch.i
Siîiiariy if school-niasters sa-w that they1
liad a chance of becoining luspectors by ai
faithfui discharge of their duties, withî au
ultimiate hope of a place in the l)epart-t
nient of Quebec wlien tired of the Iîîspiec-s
tor's horneless and houseless life, tlhcrec
would be more hope of retaining the lead-c
ing lights of the teacher's profession inc
their usefu'. and imîportant work.

Ihere are somne subjects whicliî nay wvell
be thought over by teachers agaiust theirc
uext meeting. There is the desirabiiity of1
establishing, cheap gymastic appliancesi
around our ieading country sehools, off
teachiug s .inging and drawing however1
iînperfectly in ail schools, pf teachîing, ail1
irls the art of sewing, and cutting, outc
clothes (whi.chî may be donc in conjunction(
with a iFrench conversation class), anîd thei
elemeîîts of doinestic economy. It mnight s
be possible for the teachers to inauguratec
a systera of miaking a teacher's diploma a
sort of university dcgree conferred by theie
State, beginning with the E.D. or eleinen-i
tary degree ; passing through the M.S.D.
or model school degice and cuiminatiug
in the B.A. or bachelor of arts for gentle-
man, and M.A. or mis&.ess of arts for lady
acadeiny teachers. Ail teachers would
have to subînit to these examninations, es-
pecially those fromn our Normal Schools1
and Universities who' would be sure to1
obtain the higrhest honours.

One great lack in the past teachers' con-1
ventions has been the scanty attendance
of sehool commissioners. It is on them
that the education of the country flnally
depends. It is their orders which teachers
are bound to obey. When teachers nîcet
they mostly tell one another facts perfcctly
weil known Wo theîîî ail. It is the coin-
missioners who nced the most instruction
and persuasion, and indeed, like Doînmiies,
encouragement in their thankless and im-
portant office. Some steps must 1)e taken
to coax the attendance of ail the school
commissioners in Ascot to the next meetingy
at Sherbooke.

Finally the teachers miglit bring pro-
minentiy before thîe attention of the clergy,
justices of the peace and sclîooi commis-
sioners that the duty is laid on thein by
act of parlianient of visiting ail the schools
ini their neihbounhood once at least in the
yeaï. The clergy at any rate, who raise
such compiaints about the littie influence
they are ailowed to have in. education,
ought to avail theraseives of this obliga-
tion to sec that the great disgnace of Pro-
testant schools-tlîe utter ignorance of ail
Seripture history-is wiped ont froin the
escutcheon of the province.

action, is overcoîne. Establishments are
enlarged, while local industries run risk
of extinction. By promoting the inflow
of foreigu commo(lities, the systemi often
supplies new and bptter ideas to those
who produce similar goods in the home
country, and thus infuses a quickening
influence into the, vorld of design and
labour. I1t may even gro on to proniote
g1od feeling, between distant j>eoples, and
seeni to be hastening the approach of the
ideai brotherhood of men, which poets andl
philanthropists have dreamit of, and which,
however it is ohscured by the contentions
arouud thein, is the faith of Christians.
Andl yet with ail these advar1tages before
us, we do not know how to advocate an
indiscriminate or an unjust free trade. So
far as markets are the object of the ar-
rangement, the plan fails eutireiy- if we
permit our neighbours' country to supply
us wvith their goods without restriction,
while we are iîeceivini, no siiinilar advan-
tages at tlîeir hands in the permission to
seli to thein what we produce. We find
ouï own market restricted by the influx
of foreigul competing goods, and our diffi-
culty added to by the want of the outtiow
we are looking for, for our own. We
wvant to have our production enlarged and
our peuple employed. The arrangement
Iinders both. In startingr any factory,
we have to assure ourselves of the sources
from whence its customn is to flow. If it
be one designed only for the supply of
home and neighbouring necessities ini a
commuuity, and if it is also capable of
doiug this propcrly and weil, there eau be
no advantage in bringing in goods of the
samne kind froin elsewheïe ; but, on the
contrary, the entire enterprise niay be up-
set by that course. lu the case of a local
nianufacturer who is doing weli in supp>1y-
ing a district, and coîuparing weii in his
goods and prices with other places, the
inîtroduction of goods from far or near to
compete with his wvi1l make hum do worse
and not better, for by losing his custom
or a part of it, he loses his strength and
cal)ability for worthy production. But
the establishment înay not be doiug its
beat, or inay at ieast be far frorn conipetiug
properly $vith the generai or wideiy social
best in manufacture. In that case it
would seem better to relace the estabiish-
mient or management l)y what shall be
worthier or more capable, than to set two
to work to outdo each other and strive
who eau operate for tfli most faîls for its
opponent. If custoîn increases, two or
more eaui, of course, be set to work. A
market may bcecither too large or'too smiali
for a factory, regarding its strength in
men and means,, but it is ofteu casier to
increase the factory than to eniarge the
market. A sufficient market secured for
the productions of a local factory, the
question of prices, buyer and seller being
reasonabie in their demands, couid be
fairly arrang,,ed betwecn them ; but wlhcn
the nmarket is dinîinished the profit charge,
lias to be increased, to enable the producer
to live and keep all going out of more
limiited returns. But a manufactory mnay
be quite of another ciass than this, and be
started on a gyreat scale; andl with a view
to the production of staple articles de-
nîandirig large miarkets to keep the organ-
ization alive at ail. ilcie, of course, come
in new auxieties and new forîns of enter-
prise. Wc have to sec that as a commu-
nity whose inmbe-r, and streà,ngtnh and
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wili sometimes destroy the unity of it by
the absence of a combining mmnd. Tivided
labour turning out one compiete and speciai
article will often yield it in great propor-
tion; but ahi will depeud upon the adapt-
ation of the mîarket and the manufacture
to each other,-whether the enterprise be
extensive or more humble. It is not suffi-
cient to generalize only on this subject and
negiect to take note of the surrouudings
of each ciass of manufacturing enterprise.

As it might in some trades be found
inconvenient in practice for custoniers to
bind themseives not to pnFchase for a
certain term except of the one manufac-
turer, thie plan of subseription orders for a
stated quaiîtity of goods deliverabie as re-
quired during the year, might take the
place of the flrst arrangenient, in the annual
session which would be ealled to adjust
the imterests of Buyer anti Seller.

THIE EA S TER N WA R
f>y the cornfession of the, Tinte Vienna

correspondent, he was mistaken about the
powers which had declared their accept-
ance of the six months' armistice. -Neitfher
Austria, France nor Italy had notified the
Porte of their adhesion to that proposai,
though noue hati objected. England alone,
therefore, took formai action in its favor.
The effect of this is that ail the powers
except Engiand remain -in a position to
urgre the Porte to concede the Ilussian de-
mauds. On tht> other hîaud, it seenîs cer-
tain that linssia lias not the support of
either Gerrnany or Austria iu the contera-
piatcd movemient against Bulgaria. The
annountenient that the Czarewitch wil
visit the Courts at Viennai;, lBerlin aîîd
London seems to indicate that linssia is
hesitating to act separately. Anyhow, the
mission of (Colonel l)eteshkoff, the t'zar's
adjutant, to the Enîperor of Iustria fareti
no better than titat of Gen. Suwarakofl,
and the weight of evidence seemis to show
that the other powcrs have, ike England,
taken up an expectant attitude in face of
Russia's wariike preparations ; for wve have
also the contradiction of a iLusso-1talian
alliance from severai quarters, including
an inspired IReuter despatch from Eomne,
which says :-Contrary to rumlor, ltaly,
up to the preseut, maintains ami attitude of
reserve. Bismarck is stili at Varzin ; the
Emperor of Austria and ('ount Andrassy
are at Pesth, and the ilussian Court at
Livadia. At Belgrade it is declared that
the Czar's returu to St. Petersburg wihi be
the signal for the eutry of thie Eussian
army into Bulgaria. A speciai despatch
from Vicuna to the Stundard says two
largre clubs of the Uonstitutional party in
the Austrian licichsrath, a club of the
Left and a club of Progrcssionists, held a
sitting yesterday oni the questions to be
put to Mimistcrs respecting the attitude of
the Goverument upon the Eastern ques-
tion. Tie înajority of both clubs de-
clarel against auy inîtervention, occýupation
or anuexation whatuec. Some objections
as te the competeiîcy of the iReichsrath
in fore-iu aflitirs hmtlieito 1reserý'ul to the
deliberation of Austro-iungarian l elega-
tions, were overruled. lil thie Serviai
camp, according te the Tintee' Vienina
correspondent, the idea cf peace is sconted.
Fighting continues before Saitschar. The
Servians under General IDoctoriff, Cenerai
Tchernayctf's new chief of staff, are eni-
deavoring to drive the Turks from their
position there. TIhe Servians considerahlv


