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THE RESOURCES OF TIIF CLUURCIL

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER, TRUTIHL

AND PIETY.

A fourth resource of the chureh, lies in her
capacity to unfold more of chiaracter than the
world without. We here speak of character,
not in its most internal sense, or as related to
God, but of character as a power over men,
to influence their feelings and command their
homage. Christiun character, in this view
of it, is that which by principle and worth
and beauty of feeling in one man, approves
itself to another, and becomes a controlling
and assimilative power over him. Itis no
easy thing to beget, in minds not brought up
in society, even a sense of character. The
million live and die without once conceiving
it. But no man, however dull or rude, can
become a Christian without, at least, having
some conception of charaeter awikened. He
must know himself and Gad, and himself as
morally related to the moral goodness and
excellence of God. He cannot smite upon
his breast, like the publican, without a painful
‘discovery of himself to prompt it ; nor without
g0 much as daring-to [ift his eyes to heaven,
can he cry, with the publican, ¢ God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner,”” and not have felt, in
some degree, the greatness and purity of God.
Behold a vile, brutish person, bowed in tears,
and trembling with inward horror, before the
tremendous majesty and glory of God!  Some
elementary notion of character is there de-
scending upon him, in that shuddering before
Jehovah; 1t is the sense of churacter that
nmakes him shudder.  And how can a life be
spent in holy communion with God, the
infinitely perfect,—how modelled after Christ,
the, only perfect life ever displayed in human-
ity, ‘without -attaining. to a.nicer and more
heavenly . sense of character, and receiviug

“its'impress. . “The principles of religion, too,
truth, justice, rectitude, benevolence, are all
such as need to lie at the basis of a good and
great character., The feelings and manners
of Chnistian piety—courtesy, gentleness, con-
descension, pity, gratitude, forgiveness, char-
ity—are all such as cunnot be dispensed
with, in the construction of a worthy and
beautiful character. Then counsider the
whole diseipline of a Christian life, as a per~
petual exercise in character. No sooner does
one become a disciple thun he is pot upon
it as a study, how to honour his calling, to be
charitable and yet judicious, wheu to resist
enemies and when to suffer them, to be cheer-
ful without being light, sericus yet not morose,
when to argue and when to be silent, when
1o forgive and when to bring to justice, when
to feel and when to reason, to have high emo-
tions and not be a framist, 10 be independent
without obstinacy, to believe without eredul-
ity, to have high experiences without adver-
tising closet transactions, to have a speech
seasoned with salt yet clear of cant, to be
united .to God and not disunited from man.
How can a disciple be drilled in sach exer-
cises, all his life long, without becoming more
or Jess expert in discriminating character in
himself and others?

The chureh, then, is to her disciples a per-
petual school of character. We by no means
affirmthat a]l who take the Christian name
become examples of moral excellence and
beanty. Many seem never to have a thought
about character, afterthey have once become
satisfied of their conversion. We say of such,
when they die, perhups, that in the judament
of charity they were Christiuns, and traly our
charity covers a multitude of sins. At the
same time there are unfolded in the church
innumeruble examples of character from all
the walks of life, such as can not be found
elsewhere—examples which dignify emi-
‘nence and power, canse obscurity to shine,
and, muke adversity_smile—the gentle, the

ure, the good, the upright, the firm, the

erioc, the holy.

And how great a power is character! Out
of God’s own person and his truth, there is
no other so mighty and persuasive. "It isthat
eloguence which man least knows how 1o
resist. It ‘provokes no resistance. Being
itself only tiuth in life, it suffers no answer.
It the beholder turns away to escape the ho-
rage he feels, its image still goes with him,
to reprove his ovil deeds and eall him every
houtr toGody - - ... - .

Truth is another of the resources of the
church, a power that God has deposited in
her bosom to be develuped there. Having
the Christian Seriptures, she may therefore
boldly say, what is denied to all schools of
philosophy, that she has the truth of God.
tlence it comes to pass that, while they are
ever displacing cach other, and after their
shoit day of splendour is over, retiring into
oblivion, the church still holds her place, ga-
thers new strength from every assault, and
stands ereet as the pillar and eronnd of the
truth.  The great masters of philosophy and
champions of infileliy die, by tarns, into
alimmer and darkness; but Christ the Mes-
siah is the sun of righteousness rolling up
into noon and the fullness of day. Already
has it been proved, by an experience of eigh-
teen hundred years, that the church’s trath is
invincible. 1t speaks to man, and its words
have their own evidence in them. If reason

reels away from its mysteries, reason yet re-

turus dissatisfied without them. If human
wisdom invents a better God, and a govern-
ment more according fo its wind, human
wisdom is soon frozen by its own meagre
truth, aud returns to Christ for warnth, Soeh
is the Christian iruth, the virtues it teaches so
excellent, the hopes it offers sodefinite and
so consonant to human wants—it brings God
s0 near and displays the divine feelis g so at-
tractively, it paints human character so truly
and offers a remedy so adeguate, that if
spurned or rejected, it will yet be scught.

We do not say that all the points of Chris-
tian doetrine are settled, or that nothing re-,
mains to be done to unfold their relations, and
set them forth in the harmony of their reasons.
Neither do we say that there is no disagree-
ment about the essential truths of the Chris
tiun scheme.  Thatl were to maintain that its
victory -is already completc.: - We only say
that " God’s "everlasting truth is now in the
bosom of the church. There is a process
going on, too, in the church, from age to age,
whereby her views of the Christian plan are
being filled up, rectified, and systematized in
their reasons. She is instrueting herself also
by her own lapses and apostacies. Almost
all the possible errors she has invented and
tried out. Those bold extravagancies of hu-
man [earning, new so prevalent, and by which
so many are perhaps unduly frightened, are
among the last, and, we trast, not feast frait-
ful efforts of aberration. Taken iv the larger
view, she is, in all these, only making her
experiments to setile the trath, unmasking
her artillery, drawing it forth into ranks and
orders, and preparing, by her lines of battle
encircling the globe, to complete her wurfare
against unbeliel by a universal and sweeping
defeat,

But the greatest of all resources possesse!
by the church, to be developed by growth, is
drawn from her internal union with, and par-
ticipation of, the divine nature—greater than
either wealth, talent, internal population,
character, or truth—greater than all together,
and that, becausae it neludes them all. The
church of God is a habitation of the Spirit,
the body itself of Clyist, and so the fullness
of him that filleth all in all. Let it not be
deemed an irreverence, it we speak of a
progressive developement of this divine e¢le-
ment in the chuorch,

The piety of the chureh is itself such.—
The life of Christian piety is the life of God ;
its growth a development of that life. ' When
the holy life begins, in a renewed mind,
whether infant or’adult, it is only a capacity
or seed of Tuture growth j that growth but a
fuller participation of the divine nature, in its
power, cooduess, and beauty. The same is
true of ths churchiin its celleetive capacity.
The amount of her existence is measured,
not by the numbers or noise she makes, bul
by her pasticipation of the life of God. " Ae-
cording to her measure in this, is she clear in
understanding, bencvolent in cmotion, self-
denying in action, patient in suflering, power-
ful in cxample. Additions of grace are indis-
pensable to all increments of power. A small
root cannot support a large tree. An army of
spiritual invalids cannot “vanquish the world.
Union to God is the soul and success of all good
efforts. - Without this, we only drag the chureh
on painfully after us, as if it were an idol car,
by the -pull of many hands, Butif we are

rof herown iuternal life-—the life of God,

filled with holy piety, and earnest practicul
love to the cause of salvation, then the church
has liberty and inspiration, becomes itself a
creatvre of life, like the wheels of Ezekicl,
because the spirit of the living creatures is
in jt,

There is nlso another aspect to this growth
of piety. Notonly does the internal life of
the tree extend its reach, but the outward
bulk manifests the fact. The churchyin like
manner, is to the world’s eve a developement
of God. Being the body of Ghrist, she is, iu
=ome sense, thongh not iu the sense of M.
Brownson and the Papists, a perpeinal Christ
in the earth—in ihe sense, we mean, not of
her political organization, but of her practical
or internal spirit. By this she becomes the
light of the world, as her Saviour was—a per-
petual manifestation of the Spirit, or what is
the same, of the Divine Nuture.” Thig, too,
is the main source of her power over the
world. Tt is not breause she rans 10 and fro.
becavse she strives and eries, but because
she lives a life above nature,~herein lies her
capacity of impression.  Without saying
“this is Gady’ the world is moved as by the
presence and power of God. Ier Christ-
like grace of love, purity, truth, and benefi-
cence are a divine atmosphere about her,
amd her atmosphere enters the breath and
the blood, while her arguments only pluy
about the “head. To approach her is v be
convineed of sin, righteonsness, and a judg-
ment to come. To be thns, in her Christizn
growth, a demonstration of the Spirit, to have
the divine natore flowing out thus impalpably
but vreally on the world, gives her an assim-
lative power in the natare of vitality ; so that
if she gains n convert, whether at siomeor in
the ends of the eanh, (for place is nothing,)
it is not by external conquest, but-by virtue

Furthermore, there is, we. apprehend, a
certain fixed relation between those exertions
of spiritual influence which are immediate,
and those which flow immediately through
the churceh; else why has not the Spirit left
the church behind and poured itsell, as a
rushing mighty wind, into the bosom of the
whole world tn a day? There needed to be
un ot jective influence,. as well as one inter-
nal; else the subject of the Spirit would not
kunow or guess to what his internal motions
are attributable, and might deem them ouly
nervous or hystene effects, or possibly, if a
heathen, the work of some enchanter or de-
mon. But the objective influence of a holy
life, coupled with holy teachings fram the
church, starts the contensplative powers,foccu-
pies the knowing principle, and explains the
ummediate influence and ifs object, offers to
view in its own holy exercises the molds of
exercises to be wrought in the observer, and
by its own assimilative and persuasive sym-
pathies gives 1o the new feeling in him its
own heavenly type and form. If we are
right in this view, if there is a fixed relation
between the mediate and immediate influ-
ences of the Spirit, such that one measures
the other, (and we could urge many additional
reasens for the opinion,) then are we broaght
fairly out upon the sublime conclusion, that
the giowth or progress of Christian piety in
the chureh, if 1t shall take place, offers the
expectation of a correspondent progress in
the developementof those spuitnal inflaences
that are immediate. The mediate and im-
mediate are both identical at the root. If,
therefove the church, unfolds her piety as a
diviue life, which is one, the divine life will
display its activity as much more potently and
victorion-ly without, which is the other. ~ And
as the kingdom of heaven, which was first
as a grain of mustard seed, advances in the
last duys towards the statore of a tree, the
more it muy advance; for the [ioly Spirit
will pour himself into the world, as much
tnore intensely and profusely. Grant us, O
God! that we may not disappoint ourselves
of a hope so glorious by attempts to extend
thy church without that holy growth of piety
on which our success depends. Pourthyself
in thy fulless, and as a gale of purity, into
our bosorn ! ~ Expel all schemes that are not
begun in Thee! Let there be good desires
in us, thatour works may be truly good ! And
that Thou mayest do thy will in the earth, do

itin us perfectly '—Dr. Bushnell,

THIS WORLL A STATE OF DISCIPLINE.

The peculiar condition of sublunary. things,
as imperfect and transitory, is forced on our
notice by the circunstan es of the external -
wotld durinyg the period of winter, The beauty
of the year is gone,—the cheerful notes of the
lark, of the blackbird, of the thrush, and of the
whele choir which poured the voice of love and
enjoyment from eaith and sky, have ceased in
our Jand, and a brooding ominous melancholy
reigns around. "Fhis is but one instance of a
character impressed, as we have seen, on every
thing under the sun. All are full of change
and decay ; and the state of the natural world
is only an emblem of that which subsists in the
moral world, where temptation, and sin, and
sorrow, have shed their fatal blight over the
once glorious prospects of rational and immor-
tal beings. :

This condition would be totally inexplicable,
were it not for the light thrown aon the subject
by Revelation. When we=re told that we are
at present only in the infancy of our existence,
placed here in a state of discipline, to prepare
us for a higher and more pertect residence, the
mystery is unravelled, and we are made to un-
derstand, in some degree at least, why it has
pleased the All-wise disposer of events to place
us in a world where He only displays the
brightness of Ilis perfection as it weie by
glimpses, and casts clonds and darkness over the
rest of the scene. ’

[t1s true that evils exists ; but the Christian
knows that it is overruled for good. CQur Di-
vine Master does not indeed, remove calamity,
but }Te changes its nature, and gives us power
cheerfully to'endure it.  As Ilis religion shows
us the hand of a God of love in every thing, it
causes us to regard distress, from whatever
earthiy source it arises, as* the chastisement of ..
a Father, who chastens us: for our profity that
we may . become  partakers. of his. holiness,? .
Hence the Christian is in a condition-to feel a -,
constant and delightful dependence on Provi- =~
dence. Thus instructed, he may grieve, but he
cannotrepine ; he may be hunbled and afflict-
ed, but he cannot despair, Shall a child, who
kuows that a Father correets him inlove, mur-
mur under the rod? Shall he not rather bend
with humble resignation, and look up with af-
fectionate joy, to the hand which wounds that
it may heal?

This would be the effect of faith in the pro-
mises of the Gospel, even although the opera-
tions of Providence were surrounded with such
mysterious darkness, that our limited facualties
could perceive in them no traces of Divine wis-
dom and goodness. Butit is no trifling addition
tothe satistaction with which we rest in these
promises, that God {requently condescends to
make bare Liis holy arm in our sight, that we
may follow Tis hand, as it overrules earthly
events, and controuls human passionsand affec~
tions, so as to render both moral anc physicial -
evil an instrument of good. .

In reference fo ourcondition as moral agents,
and with a view to the powers and faculties,
which, as fallen but rational creatures, we pos-
sess, it is not difficult to perceive in what man-
ner the afflictive vicissitudes of life operate in
clevating and ameliorating our character. If
life were free from cvil, there would be little
to employ the judgment, or call into action the
latent faculties,—little to rouse, to affect, and
to invigorate the human soul. The heoric vir-
tues of fortitude and courage, for example,
would be without an object, were there no
perils to encounter, and no enemies to subdue.
What self-abasement could there be where
there was no infirmity ? What meekneéss,
what patience, what forbearance, if there were
no injustice lo suslain, no calamities to suffer,
and no injuries 1o forgive? Where were the .
exercise of resignation in a paradise of bliss?-
Where the trial of faitlt in a land of righteous-
ness ? o o o

The social virlues, too, as well as the person-
al, could, undar such circumstances, only be
called into partial action. Ilow could there be
any pity, where there was no_distress ?7—any -
sympathetic joy, where therc was iio escape
from danger ?—any compassionate ~charity,
where there were no sins to ‘cover, and no
wan!s to relieve ? o e

Were there no evils, then, either in the cir="
cumstances of the external world, or inuthe:

moral and physical condition of ‘the society in»i .
which we dwell, we should be placed in a state: *




