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A SNAP SHOT. .

teresting as the recital would be, that you would not
be able to give me sufficient space to relate all the
interesting adventurcs Mr. ]whne went through, so I
will come to Mr. Pike's arrival in the country. Mr.
Pike arrived in the north in July, 1889, for the pur-
pose of hunting musk-ox, amongst other big game.
He started, accompamcd by several In. lians, from
Fort Resolution on the Slave Lake, and had a very
successful expedition, killing quitc a number of musk-
ox. and going as far north as Fish River. Mr. Johns
declares, “the storics about Lord Lonsdale and others,
notwithstandinz, that Mr. Pike is the first white man
who has ever killed a musk-ox.  Mr. Pike put in the
winter of 1892 at Fort Resolution, and hunted during
the following qprmg and summer. Mr. Pike travelled
as far north as that inhospitab'e country, well named
the Barren Lans, where there are absolutely no trees
or shrubs of any description, and ail wood for fucl
purposes has to be “packed.” Here for some six months
in the year the sun never shines. At Vermillion,
where Mr. Johns has been living, the winter commen-
ces in November and the rivers do not break up till
May. The glass constantly goes down as low as Go
dezrecs below zero. 1 learned from Mr. Johns that
moose is gradually being exterminated, bat in the
cxtreme north musk-ox and deer are wondecrfully
plentiful.

On September 24, !890, Messrs. Johns and Pike
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left Vermillion for British Columbia, which trip, from
its dangers and hardships, will probably be remem-
bered by them both for many a long day. They
were accompanied by two guides and another Indian
and travelled by canoe, carrying with them food, guns
and ammunition. They passed Battle River on Oct.
3rd., Dunvegon the 15th, St. Johns the 23rd, reiching
Hudson's Hope on November 1st.  Here the canoes
were left and a portage of twelve miles through the
mountains made. The party stopped here for several
weeks, hoping for the river to freeze, so that the
journey could be continued by ice. On the 26th,
however, the weather was so remarkable fine that a
start was made for Maclecod Lake, and on
December 2nd they passed through the Finlay
Rapids in the ice, which had rapidly formed,—
a most dangcrous proceceding, and on the follow-
ing day the river was blocked. They cachel
their food, guns, cte, and started to walk to Macleod
River, which they thought was about a four day's

trip, taking enough food for that period. They
journeyced on, day after-day, for twelve days. Owing

to being sparing with their “grub,” they had some-
thing to cat so far, but on Deccember 8th they had
their last binnock for breakfast, which, divided
amongst five healthy men, made a precious poor
meai, especially as on the two previous days their
meals had consisted of the same miserable fare.  On
the oth they arrived at a river, which, instead of being
the Macleod River, turned out to be the Nation. On
the 10th they started to retrace their steps, but about
their terrible experiences Mr. Johns refused to tell me
anything. “If I were to tcll you what we went
through during that time,” said Mr. Johns, “nobody
would belicve me.”  Suffice it to say, that after what
must have been terrible tortures, they recached Finlay
Rapids on the 17th, not having had a bite of food
since that, what must have been to them very de-
licious bannock on the Sth. As the novelists say,
when they are at a loss for a description, their {cel-
ings may better be imagined than described when
they came in sight of their cache at the rapids.  An-
other such day as they had experienced, and their
cache » ~uld not have benefitted them much  The
party 1 .ed for some days and got up their strength
again, making a start on the 18th, the Rocky
Mountain.portage being reached on the 27th. Here
they made another stop uatil January 14th, when
Mr. Johns returncd alone to the Peace River landing.
On TFebruary 18th they met again at Lesser Slave

Lake and. travelled to Edmonton via Athabasca
Landing.

Mr. Johns entertained me for another hour with
his experiences-in  Africa, Australia and Canada.
Until he arrived at Edmonton the other day, he had
not scen a picce of money for seven years, all the
trade in the north being carried on by a “skin”
currency,—a skin being valued at 50 cents.

Mr. Johns left for the cast on Monday, en route for
his home in the old country which he has not visited
for nearly 20 years. He intends taking a year's well-
carned rest, and [ sincerely trust he may have a
pleasant time after his life of hardshups and dangers

in the far north. -
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