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tcresting as the recîtal îvould bc, that yoit wouild liot
bc able to give me sufficient space to relate ail t'le
intercsting adventures Mr. J -)ins ivent through, so 1
%v'ill corne to Mr. 1ike's arrivai iii the counitrv. lmr.
1ike arrivcd iii the north iii julv, 1889. for the pur-
pose of liunting mukoarnngst other hig gaine.
He statrtcdl. accompanicd b' sereral I.ians, froin
Fort Resolution on thc Slave Likc, and liad a very
succcssfntl expeclition, killing quitc a tinber of rnusk-
o\. ansd gloing as far north as Fisli River. Mr. Johîns
declares, the stories about Lord LonsdJale anîd othcrs,
notivithstanduhî.r. t1Iat Mr. Pikc is the fir.st white tuait
'vho bas ever killcd a niusk-ox. Mr. l'ilze put iii the
ivinter of i8pD at Fort Resolution, aniutdduning
the following spning and stun-ner. Mr. Pike travelled
as far nordli as thavt inhospitab'e cotuntry, wcll inared
tic Barren Lawls, wvhec thecre arc tb.;o!utcly no trces
or slîrubs of an>' description. and ail ivooci for fuel
purposes lias to be "packed." Hcre for sorne sixmnonthis
in the year the sun nce'cr s'hines. At Verinullion,
wvhcre Mr. Johins bas becil living, the îvintcr commen-
ces in Novemnber and the rivcrs do tiot break tp till
May. The glass constantly goes doîvu as low as 6o
de'zrccs below zero. I learnced froin Mr. Johnîs that
moose is gradually bzin-g c.,tcrrnited, but iii the
extreme north musk-ox and deer are wondcrtulyý
plentiful.

On September 24, 1890, Messrs. Johns and Pike

left Vetmillion for British Columbia, whichi trip, from
its dangers and hardships, %vill probably be reiera-
bered by theni brat for rnany a long day. They
%vcre accompanied by twvo guides and aniother Indiati
and travclled by caloe, carrying- witlm theni foodi, gumîs
and ammînunition. Thcy passcd Battie River ont Oct.
31rd., DunVegon the Z 5th, St. )ohinS the 23rd, rcaclming
Hudson's Hope ont Novei-ber ist. Here thc canocs
wvcre lcft and a portage of tvclve mniles through the
mouintains mnade. Thle .>arty stoppcd licre foîr several
iveeks, hoping for thc river to frccze, s0 timat thre
journey could be continucid by ice. On tUIC'26thi,
hotwevcr, the wvcathcr î%vas so rcnairkbe fine duit a
start %vas mnade for Macleod L~ake, and ont
Decemnher 2ild thcy passcd tlirough the Fimilay
Rapids in the icc, which liad rap idly ronînd,-
a most dangerous procccdinig, and ont t'tc ftllo;-
ing day the river wvas blocked. Thacy cache.1
their food, gunis, etc., and startcd to %valk to MaLclcoà
River, whicli thev tlîomht %vas about a four day's
trip, taking cnocugIi food fôr that pcriozl. They
journeycd on, daty;aftcr-day>, for tmvlv dys Ovhg
to being- sparing wvith their "gnrib," they had sottie-
thing to cat so far, but ont December Sth thcy had
their last bzünnock for brcakfast, %vhich, divided
arnongst five hicalthy mcen, made a precious poor
nicai, cspccially as ont the tivo prcvious days their
meals haci consistcd of the same iniscrab!c fare. Oit
the 9th thcy arrivcd at a river, wvhich, iiteîid of bcing
the Macleod Rivcr, turncd out to be the Nation. On
the ioth they startcd to retrace their stcps, but about
their terrible experiences Mr. Johns refuscd to tell me
anythitng. "If 1 ivere to teli yoià what wc went
throughi dîaring that time," said Mr. jolmîs, ',miobody
wvould believe tuc." Sufice it to say, tlîat aftcr %vhat
must have been terrible tortures, they rcachecd Fifflay
Rapids ont the 17th, trot having liad a bite of foo-1
sîice tlîat, w~hat must have beeni to tbcm vcry de-
licious b-inmoc< on the Stlî. As Uic mîovelists say,
Mien they are at a loss for a description. their fe1el-
ingrs rnay botter bc inîaginecl than dcscribed %vlacn
they cal-ne iii siglit of their cache at Uic rapids. Ai-
otxer. suchi day _ars thecy lîadi cxpciîccd, and tlîcir
cache r -'Itid not- have betîefitted thein inuchi The
parti ced for soine days aitd got up thecir strcngth
again, making a start on the i3tdi, the Rocky
MNounitaiiportage being reaclied on the 27th. Here
they made another stol) mail January 14th, tvhen
Mr. Johns rcturtied alone to the I>cacc River landing.
On February i3tii they met again at Lesser Slave
Lake and. travcllcd to Edmonton via Athabasca
Landing.

Mr. Johns entertaiied- me for another hour with
bis expeniences-iii Africa, Australia and Canada.
Until he arrived at Edmonton the other day, he had
flot scen a piece of money for seven years, ail the
trade in the nortb bcing carried on by- a '"skin"
currency,-a. skin bcing valued nt 50 cents.

Mr. Johîns lefr for the east on Monda ' en route for
his home in tlîc old country wvhich he bas not visited
for nearly 2o ycars. Hè intends taking. a year's wvell-
carnied rest, and I sincerely. trust he rnay bave a
pleasant tirne after his life of hardships and dangers
in the far north.
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