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Tur Chemist and  Druggist (London,
inglind) says “the total number of drug
stores in Ontario is 30L” TPerhaps it
would surprise our contemporary to learn
that there nre over 900 “drng shops” in
this provinee, and the City of Torento
alone claims nearly 150 of these.

Tnk proprietary medicine manufactur-
ers of the United States evidently sec a
good field in Canadn for the sale of their
goods.  Within the last fow months
Messrs, Donald Kennedy, Roxbury, Mass.;
Henry K. Wampole & Co., Philadelphia ;
0. T, Woodward, LeRoy, N, Y.; C. 1.

Microhe 18 devel: and Chica-
10, have all opened depots for the manu-
acture and sale of their preparations, and
we understand  the fivms owning St
Jacolv's Oil, August Flower and Shiloh’s
remedices ave cach of them  contemplating
pushing more extensively the sale of their
goods.

Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass. ; W Radam

In axornenr column appears an open
letter to the druggists of Ontario, from
members of the Council of the Ontario
College of Phavmacy.. The President, M,
John A. Clark, is from home in the
Western  States, which we suppose ac-
counts for his name not appearing. We
believe the Council are acting judiciously
in thus proposing to place the matter be-
fore their constituents. The more light
that is thrown on a matter of this kind
and the more thorough acquaintance with
the general working of the College and
the Council, so much the more will it tend
to make all wmembers of the profession
take & more lively and intelligent. interest
in their affaivs,

Tr 1s A matter for vegret that the effort
of the druggists of Prince Edward Island
to form a Phavmaceutical Association
and restrict the sale and dispensing of
drugs and medicines to qualificd persons
only, should have been defeated in the
recent meeting of the Legislature of that
province, owing principally, it is said, to
the opposition of 2 number of general stove-

‘keepers who hold seats in that body. The

proposed act was framed very much -on
the lines of that now in force in Ontario.
We would suy to our confreres, persevere,
and ultimately you must succeed, as the
sympathy of the public and n more intel-
ligent understanding of these matters by
our Jegislators will eventually enable you
to carry your point.

AccormnG to the Philadelphin  Record
since the passage of the MecKinley Bill
the prices of niost of the drugs have goue
up sky high in that city. About theonly
drug that is not dircctly affected by the
bill is quinine, and that commodity is on
the free list. A visit to several drug
stores showed that prices had heen clevat-

ed sinee the passage of the bill from 10 to
33 per cent.  Fhis is true of every article
sold in the druy store that comes from
“foreign Innds.  The dowmestic drugs will
be influenced indiveetly, beeause by a gen-
ernl understanding among druggists the
inerease in prices will be avernged and
distributed among the ditlerent foreign
and domestie articles.  All brushes, per-
fumeries, and toilet soaps have beer in-
ereased in price fully 33 per cent. There
are large quantitics of necessarvy drugs
that will be inereased from 10 to 15 per
cent.  Of course the, pereentage will be
cqualized by distributing it among the
different drugs. An inventory of the
stock in a Jeading Philadelphia  drog
store shows that it was worth at least 14
per cent. more after than before the Me.
Kinley Bill passed. It must not be lost
sight of, however, that. the duty on most
drugs, properly so-called, has not.been ad-
vanced. But on nearly all articles of pack-
ing,and all put-up preparations, it has been
increased.

Tue problem of “Ilow to fight the
cutter ” was one of the suljects for discus-
sion at the meeting of the American
Phavmaceutical Association held at Old
Point Comfort, Vi, Awmongst those who
spoke on the subject were Messrs, Ebert,
of Chicago, and J. A. Clark, President of
the Ontario College of Pharmacy, whose
vemarks taken from the National Druy-
gist arve given below. This is a vital
question, one affecting particularly the
larger centres, and that can be checked
only by vigorous methods. What can be
accomplished in Chicago may also be done
in other places and this vesult is duc in
a great measure to “organization.” M.
Eberts, Chieago, says: The way it was
done was this: A few nien in one wand
came together and said: “We in  this
wird will not sell goods for less than their
market value, or regular retail value”
and they adhered to it. They were the
nueleus.  The movement spread over the
city till nearly all the principal druggists
in the city united and formed the Chicago
Retail Druggists’ Association. Theve ave
34 wards in Chieago. Each ward came
together andformed a central organization,
formed a constitution and by-laws, elected
a president, sceretary, and  treasurer, and
a board of three divectors ;3 the dues were
fixed at 81 o year. Evay ward was
organized in this way. They were united
with the central organization, to which
the ward dssociations have the privilege
of sending one delegate cach. That or-
ganization mcets once a yer.  The wand
organizations meet once a month. This
organization was effected some four years
ago, and to-day there is not a.cutter .in
Chicago, outside the department stores.
According to our arrangement, any comn-
plaint as to ratecutting is made by the
aggrieved party to the ward committee
of three appointed for that purpose. They
investigate and take measures to -prevent
it-if necessary.  If another party in an
adjncent ward causes the trouble, com-
plaint is wmade to the directors of the com-

plainant’s ward who notify the directors
of the offender’s ward.

My, Clark, Humilton, Ont. : There was
w goodl denl of practical information given
by Mr. Hallberg, Ialso approve strongly
of the renmrks made by Mrv. Ebert | In
our city we suflered from rate cucting
until about 1884, when business had be-
come 50 dewmornlized that we were forced
to form u local organization, which we did
in such a way that it would stick. We
preparved a constitution and by-laws that
took in every an, except the one who
wanted to take advantage of his neighbor
—in six months he was glad to come be-
fore the association and agree to live up
to its requirements, Ifrom this one or-
ganization we have now 10 in the pro-
vince.  We meet once & month, and have
a regular form of business. We do not
forget the social side.  We meet in gen-
eral session onee a year. We do our
utmost. to create a spirit of havmony
amony neightbors in trade and with very
great suceess.  In an associntion where
metnbers are suspicious of cach other no
good can be accomplished,  You cannot
do this in an organization of 20,000 or
30,000 druggists, but you can do it in
small organizations where interests are
identical.  Local interests differ, ;and each
requires its special treatment. On one
oceasion a nunufacturer of proprictary

+ goods cut rates, and on being requested

by the association to end it and prevent
his goods getting into the bands of rate
cutters, intimated that he would run his
business to- suit himself.  Thereupon he
started sending out circulurs offeving these
low rates.  Unanimous action. was taken,
and whenever lis goods were enquired for
at the druggists, the customer was inform-
ed-that they were not to'be had; they
were not recommended.  The vesult was,
his trade dropped off’ to such.an extent
that ie became willing to do the right
thing, and came to our terms,

Nitrate of Amyl.

Manufacturers tell us that there is a
fair demand for this chemicnl, but few
know what it is used for. Dr. W, B. Rich-
ardson states, in regard to its therapeutic
properties, that in its general cfiects it
agrees with the nitrite, except that a
longer time is required for the develop-
ment of symptoms from it, and a longer
time is demanded for the process of recov-
ery from .ts iniluence. The quuntity
necessary to produce decisive results is
the same as with the nitrite; but the
nitrate is not so pleasant a substance to
administer, and when administered by in-
halation is not so convenicntly applied.—
Chemist and DPrauygist.

Creaning Conrontox.~Collodion,. which
is often slow in scttling and elearing after
preparation, may, according to-the Ploto.
Archir., be entirely cleaved by shaking it
up with-clean quartz sand. This carries
the flocks and Impurities to the bottoin
with it; and- leaves the liquid above: en-
tirely clear, :



