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TRUTH.

Reform in ladies’ dresses 18 very much
noeded, both on the score of health, easo,
comfort, and oven apporrance. Itis a
matter of wonder how womun can movo
about so well as thoy do. Thuy have not
a fair chance. Nothing could bo moro
abominably cumbrous than theso long
tratling dresses which svom intonded to
swoop up ail the filth that 18 guing. Then
thoso stiff unyrelding corsets aro out of
the question.  Thuy aro  botter
than they wore, but they are bad
coough still,  Trurn gocs fur women
wearing trousers, or what is called
divided skirts, with all carnestness. [t
would bo better every way and 1s sure to
como, When it does everybudy will bo
nstonished that women could have stoud
the abomination so long.

When so many aro poking in the ash
barrels of our back lanes and picking
amorgthe garbage thoy find thero,mustn’t
things be in a protty bad atate? It doos
not look much like * booming.”

Is this world gotting worso rather than
betler? Truru hopes not, yet a good
many things point in that dircction. The
strugglo for lifo is said to bo gotting
always harder, and the coundition of
womon workers, especially in largo towns
and cities,seem to bo porfectly doplorable.
What wonder is it that in their reckless-
ness thoy go to thobad. One almost won-
dors that men don't. Would all bo put
right if only tho land were arranged as
as Henry Georgo would havo it 7 Pshaw !
It is moral remedies that aro wanted, not
morely material ones. Think of people
having tho faco to offer a woman fivo
cente for making a dozen shirts! Think
of snug go-to-meetin’ drygoods men
offering salaries to lady clerks on which
they caunot possibly exist, and then they
coolly telling them that, liko the rest,they
could cke out their incomes by tho wag..
of iniquity ! Such thingsaro dono though,
both in London and Now York, aye, and
a great deal nearer homo. In Toronto
matters havo not got to that passin which
thoy are in too many other places. Still
things aro tending in that direction. Lifo
iz o protty hard struggle any way, but
girls, don’t mako it worse by taking the
downward way,

— ———

It iy rather too much of a good thing
for Matthow Arnold to bo drawing a pen-
sion as a pauper or at least a poor literat.
teur. Ho has a salary of six orsoven hun-
dred pounds o year a3 school Inspector
and ho gots well paid for anything he
choosca to write. In the circumstancesit
sotfis rathor boggarly for him to take
such a thing as a hundred pounds a year
from any literary fund.  More liko
the thing for him to help somo of his
poorer brothers out of his abundance.

In Britain those who aro not yot sexa-
gonarians can well romember tho timo
when it was thought a mattor for wender,
nay almost for horror,that any ono dield
woar his beard, whilein thoso days DPusch
had his littlo joko to tho effect that if one
found o solitary mustachoho could not bo
wrong in coming to tho conclusion that it
bolonged cither to a military man or a
fool. How different it is gow in England
nocd not bo said. At tho samo timo the

beard has as yot nover invaded the sacrod
Ipiscopal Boneh in tho Houso of Lurds
uil the arrepressible  Ryle, Bishop of
Liverpuol has broken through all use and
wont by appearing with a full lursuto ap-
pendage to his faco in tho very presence
of the Lurd Chancellor, and on the bench
whoro shay ¢hings hithierto had exclueisely
been wunt to cungregate.  Who shall say
what will bo tho end ¢ Perhaps all their
Episcopal Lordships will yet be bearded
liko the pard and all their priests and
deacons ditto. Shaving, after all, is said to
be but a monkish innovation,

It would bo curious st 1n their jealousy
of England, Germany and France should
join handa, Quite as strango things have
happened. If it woula sorve his purpose
Bismerck would go forsuch an alliancoto-
morrow. Thoman of blood and war is
not wedded te ono way. Nor does he
fancy that it is compatible withhighatates-
manship to kecp up onmities. He
clearly rccognises the proprioty of the
adviso, treat your friends as if thoy have
ono day to be your oneomics, and your
onemics a8 if thoy have one day to beyour
friends.

What is to bo dono with the Fed-
oration of the British XEmpire? Is the
Houso of Commons to become a mere
local Parliament for England, and
there bo a grand now Federal affair
got up for tho wholo empire? In tho last
degree unlikely. Wo shallsee by and by
what is proposed.

What is tho right kind of dress for
womeni Who shall say with anything
approaching to authority ? Why should
women have hard, stiff, staya? Why
should they have long draggling skirts to
gweop up any quantity of dirt and dust?
What is thero in tho naturo of things to
provonta woman with porfect proprietyand
womanliness woaring what are called
“divided skirts?” As far as onlookors
can judge thero ia no reason whatover.
1s there anything offensive or indecont in
a girl say of 12 or 15 having short skirts
reaching not far bolow tho knees and more
or loss ornamentod trousers or drawers
or call them whatover is preferred? Wo
could nevor seo that thero was. On the
contrary a girl of that sort with a nice
broad brimmed hat and a becomingly
made jacket with all tho ot
cotoras, has always slruck Trurn
as spocially comely. Sho used to
walk with a freo innocunt step,
all her movements natural and agile, a
real thing of beauty and » joy to the be-
holder. Why that should bo graceful
in a girl of 16 and thought to bo ungrace-
ful or indecent when sho has becomo
threo years older has always appeared
something which no follah could under-
stand. As to trains a yard or two long
thero 15 no uso speaking of them.  Thoy
are too absurd and indofensiblo for a
singlo word to bo said in their defense.

Trtn does not pretend to be a great
champion of what aro frequontly called
women's “‘rights,” but it does claim to bo
a great champion of women., It will go
as far as any in saying nico things about
tho sex. A mizogynist is & pout fool and

any man who affecta o ancor at womon s

no man at all, He will bo found to have
always Lut a small hoad and a still small-
or heart, Of course lo will pretond to
bo a great boliovor in man’s superiority
in every way, bLut if man's superiority de-
pended upon his achiovements it would
bo in abad way. Yuma..j respects TruTh
thinks that women lhavo not got fair
play in the past. In many cases they
aro not gotting it yet. But they
aro gotting more of it, and will do.
Their education has been noglected. Ab-
surd laws and usages have hampered and
depressed them. They are tho weaker
vessels and havo in too many instances to
go to tho wall. DIMon have made all the
laws and too often have made them for
their own advantago. It is all right that
women should look forward to being
wives and mothers, and happy wives
and mothers at that. But thero is
no use in saying that wifehood is
the ono great glory and ought to
bs the ono great ambition of women.
Many neceszarily can nover he wives, but
they may lead honoured, honourable and
useful lives forall that, Blultitudes have
to make their own living, surely they
ought in that to have, atleast, a fair field.
Why should this, that and tho other thing
ba callod "unwomanly? Of course tho
great danger with women is falling from
virtue. The snares laid for them are so
many. The power of resistanceis often so
small, and a fall with them is so infinitely
more disastrous than with man. He can
go in spite of his immorality. Alas!she
can’t. It tolls upon her so dreadfully.
Tho ruin is so complete.  If woman could
only bo coaxed in to being more solf-
respecting sho would have secured a vory
largo portion of her “rights.” Why will
she bo such a fool as to believe the lics
that designing knaves whisperin her cars?
\Women who talk of the right of hor sox
should dwell espocially upon tho fact that
unsullied virtue lies at the very foundation
of all tho respect and »f all the rights
women can ever sccure. Thoy can't
dwell upon that with too great emphasis,
TrutH has tens of thousands of women
among its readers, I1fall of them could
bo persuaded of tho truth that unsullied
virtue is the first thing, a great advauco
would bo made. If mon aroallowed an
inch thoy will take an oll. IXf women
would all teach the other sex that thoy
wero neithor fools nor toys, what a mercy
it would bo !

Why is the rogulation at tho Wiman
baths forbidding batherspromenading the
pier when vessels aro loaving or
coming in, disregarded in tho way it is ?
It is not scemly to have boys and young
meon diving off tho picrs and thostoamers,
and in other ways posturing and making
oxhibitions of thomsclves in tho way too
many of thoem do. Tho regulation refer-
rod to should bo enforced, ortho Wiman
baths will dotoriorato oven further than
thoy have already done.  Noithor
the Wiman baths nor thoso at Hanlan'’s
Point aroanything liko what thoy ought
to bo or casily might bo in point of water
accomodation, At tho Wiman tho spot
whero tho children go in is really nothing
moro than a mud puddlo scarcely deop
onough to covor tho body of any ono ly-
ing at full lIength. Nor does thero scom
o bo any means of changing it. It is

dirty andapparently unchangeabls,sowhen
thobreakwator is finished it will bo a wen
dorifthe sand docanot fill it up altngather

When tho bathors enter the bay, the
water is bottor of courso in point of cleanli
ness, but thero is no depth to it excopt
alongside of tho piers, precisely the place
where thoe bathers havo no business tn he
and whero thoy would nover bo permitted
if mattors wero properly looked after.

At tho new baths, tho water whoro most
of tho boys and girls go in is little, if at
all, better than at the Wiman. It is
simply stagnant water, and ono wonderg
how any child with fair ideas cf cleanli-
noss could ever bring itself to go in.

Iu other respects, however, both bath-
ing housca aro quite well fitted up. Ap-
parontly they are woll provided with bath-
ing suits, though wo would advise intenad-
ing patrons to provide their own, and the
dressing room accommodation is all that
could bo desired.

As to the bathing suits, however, com-
plaints have been made in our hearing
that boys have been seen in somo which
wero tho vory roverse of decent. Caro
should be taken to provent anything of
this kind. Tho tondoncy always is whero
institutions, so suro to bo popular as
bathing-houses, ara quite freo or very
nearly so, that tho ruder classes practi-
cally gain completo contro), and hinder
more refined people who would gladly
avail thomselves of tho beonefits, from
doing 20. Therefore, it should bo an
objoct of vory special care, and wo have
no doubt it witl be, on tho part of those
who have the management of those baths,
to provent any conduct tha$ might aftect
sonsibility.

Far too fow people know how to swim,
and every opportunity should be given
to all classes of the community to learn
an art at onco so useful and delightful.

Indced we are of opinion that if i
could only be managed a sort of swimminy
school for children should bo established
Tho facilitics alrcady established in the
shape of baths could be made uso of, and
regular classes could be formed, and meet
on cortain days at either Hanlan's Point
¢r tho Wiman baths. Wo are suro that
many parents in tho city would be glad to
seo such classes ostablished. Professsr
Androws, wo understand, gives instruct.
ions at the Wiman baths, but not that wo
can discover in any systomatized way.
If awimming as well as somo other not
more uscful accomplishmonts were looked
upon as cssential parts of overy child’s
education, it would be a good thing.

Weo have boon speaking most particu-
larly of Toronto, but tho samo thirgap-
pliey, with equal forceto overypart of the
Dominion. Parents leavo tho acquisi-
tion of tho art of swimming far too much
to hap-hazara. Asa general thing if a
boy cver learns to swim ho does 80 with-
out any active co-opcration on tho part
of tho parents, somotimea inspitdof quito
activo opposition. Asfor thogirls,itsooms
novor to bo thought of. Now if matters
in this respoct weoro properly attonded to,

wo might bo known as anation of, swim-




