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FAMILY READING.

Outside the Prison Walls,

Free, free at Tast he left the deeary yatl,
Aud stepped Into the dowy April
night ¢
Once miote he breathed, nataintdd,
God's pure air,
And saw the ovenlng stars awert
trembling light.
How strango! how strange' and yet
how stravyely dear
Tho old famfliar turf beneath his feet!
How wonderful once more to bo alone
Unwatched, unguarded, ‘neath tho

#ky's broad swocp.
Yreo! free again—but O, so old and
worn-—
8o weary with hLis wasted, ruined
life -
Full twenty years the cell, his only
home

Full twenty years with hopeless
misery rifo !
Ifis thoughts sped backward till they
reached that day
When he had entered that grim
house, a boy—
Naught but a boy in stature and in

yoars,
But with a heart all bare of hope

and joy,
For in a drcadful moment, crazed with
Tum,
His hand had laid a fellow creaturo
low,
And for that glasa of brandy in his
brain
Fall twenty years of wretchedness
and woe,
And now, a gray-haired man, he walked
again
The very path his boyish feet Lind
pressed

8o many, many dreary yeara ago,
And now he wandered Jonely, eeck-
ing rest,

Where should he go! Where now his
footateps tuen
No lil\‘.ing soul was thero to welcomos
him
No friend of all his youthful days be
know
Would greet ngain this wanderer in
sin,
Unconsciously, he sought his boyhood’s
home,
The low, white cottage, ho tind held
80 dear;
"Twas standing in its old accustorned

Pplace,
But strangers had dwelt there for
JOANY a year.

Where next? the tears stood in lus
mournful oyes;
His breath came thick and fast.—heo
could not stir,
But leaned upon the old familiar gato
With thoughts of mother—0O, could
he find hert
Where wasslie now—that mother, sweot
and good,
Who tried with tears and prayers to
save her boy,
Who knelt alone at midnight's solern
hour
And ourned for him who should
have been her joy.

His faltering steps at last he vaguely
turned
Unto the silent churchyard near the

sea,
And stood alone while pitying moon.
bearus spread
Around lis form a veil of charity.
Alone with God in that still sclemn
place,
Alons with hundreds of tho silent
dead
The outcast stood with lowly, sinaick
Lieart,
The cold night dew upon his droop-

ing head.

At last he found her in a placo apart,
Where moonbeams apnrk?ed through
the willow boughs,
And shone upon her siunplo headstone
white
That macked the limit of her narrow
house,
"Twas but aAsnowy marble, simple, plain
That Lore her name, her age, an

just below—
' Died of & Lroken heart"—alas! ke
knew
The cause of all that hfe and death
of woe,
He flung himsclf face down upon the
grass,
Alone between the living and the
dead,
And wept and prayed beside the lonely
rave
Until in sorrow's slumber sunk his
head.
* * + L

They found him in the moming, stiff
and oold,
His hands clasped o'er his mother's
lowly grave,
His head upon its turf, as though he
thought

o m —

That turf the bosem his yoo. Leart
Fad eraved,
Upon his palhid chieeks the trave of tears
Nljuwr.l
ing's sun,
But ¢'er that face the ro shionwe o won
drous peiee,
A zuafle of joy now all bis life was
done.

Men mneveled that he Jooked so young
nain
Despite his crown of rorrow-sihered
hadr,
And tendis-hearted women sighed and
wept
And snaled to think that they hnd
found him there.
Al? Qod is good ! with loving tenders
ness
He saw tho sad, repentant soul alone

Weep out his sin upon his mother's
grave,

And gently ted the weary wanderer
Liomo,

This we beliove : That now in Heaven's
stroct

The mother and her son are recon-
ciled,

And all tho pain and sin of carth below
Aro blotted out, and he is God'sown
child.

Hattie F. Crocher, in the Union Signal,

The Brewers® Sirlke.

“ Ol papa, you dot no ‘mell on yuso
bref,” cricd baby Bsio ns her father
stooped] to kiss her, when ho came homne
from lhis work one cvening  Mrs.
Harpie, licaring the words of her child,
looked 1nquiringly at her husband from
tha table where she was cutting hread
for the vvening meal,

“Yes, Nethe,” answered hier husband,
as ho crossed tho room with the child
perched upon his shoulder, *1 have
really come home to you, for the first
time sines ur honeymoon, without the
smell of beer upon my breath,” kissing
her tenderly.

«“Oh, John, how glad T am,” cried
his wife, hor oyes tilling with tears,
“and if you would promise mo never
to drink another drop, Low happy 1
should be.”

91 promise you that I w:l! not drink
any for ono month at any rate. Al
the men belonging to the uunion have
signed an ogreemont to that effect, I
that will miake you glad you can com.
fort yoursch with the prospect of one
1 unth's happiness,” said John, who
was A good, kind hustand and father,
but who, like a great many others,
thought he could not possibly exist
without n fow glassos of bLeer ever
day. Heseldom beeamo intoxicated,
but the monoy ho gave to the saloon-
keeper would bave supplied his family
with many necessaries of which they
wore now deprived.

1+ Oh, darling Jolin, one whole month
without liquor' 1 shalt be supremely
Lappy, and will pray to our Futher,
every minute in the day, to make you
strong to resist the tenptation to drink
ngmn I have always prayed that he
would open your eyes, that you might
see tho horror of 1t all as T sce it, and
that you might givo up drinking before
the hiabit beeamo so strong that you
could nat throw 1t off. Now He is
answering iny prayers ; how good He
is ™

“ Perhiaps it is tho answer to your
prayers, Nell, who can tell? [ ro
inember A hymn my mother was always
snging,

“ {od inoves 1n & mysterious way
Hia wonders to perform.™
the Lrewers' employees have atl struck
and they were immediately discharged.
Upon heating that all of tho Inbor
unions called mectings at once, and the
men agreed to do as I have told you”

*'That i~ one step townrds a refor.
mation, John, for if those men can do
without liquor for one month, some of
themn will surely lenrn, in that tiue,
how much better and happier they ars
without the dangerous drink., Ob, §
hope it is the beginning of the reign of
Temperance  Would not that be glori-
ousif it were! It secms to mo that
the heart of cvery woman in our land
would be filled with joy.”

“Why, Nell, I am surprised, I
nover knew you felt sostrongly on this
subjoct ; you nerer said rouch about
it,” roplied her husband regarding hier
seriously.

“No, John, 1 knew it would only
annoy you to keep talking about it, so
I was silent, but you have no idea how
anxious I have been, T could svo that
if you wero not delivered fromn that
demon {t would surcly destroy you.”

“Qh no, wife, it could never do that,
1 was not often the werse for liquor,
but to hear you talk one would think
I was drunk every day.”

* Drunk is a terrible word. 1 have
neverallowed myself to apply it to you,
John, but T could see that you came
honie oftener with unsteady gait. That
made mu very wretched,” said the anx
jous wife with a sigh.

** Poor, dear Nell. T am very sorry
to ever have cauend you one sad
moment ; ‘we will not talk of the past,

Lut hope for better things in the

in the glowing ruy of mom i

future,” said her husband kindly, as b
roses from the teatable and  prepared
for a romp with hix Jlldeen,

The thie ~t by the ynions to puatsh
the Leer makers amd beeesedlors quick-
By pussed wway. Many of the men
had Jearned, Bn that tawe, ns Mg, Tlur
pie had hoped they would, that liquos
was not at all necessary to their eaist-
cine; and anong them was Jokn
Harpie,

“ Oh, paps, I Jove you 20 now, tause
you walk “traight ol the tiwe like
Annfe Dones’ papa,” was dittle Elsie’s
yrecting as her futher kiveed her at the
gate, where sho was perchied on her
favorite post, watehing for his home
coming.

The father declared that was the
strongest temperancoe Jecture he had
over heard.  After that, or a similar
speech, Lud been whispered in his enr
overy night for a month hie thought it
tinne to rckoa powerfal etor . to nban:
don the habit ot danking; and when
that resolve was made, ho felt more ns
though he couta hold his head up and
call himyelf a man ; more as though
hio was fit to associnto with wife and
clildren,

Tho wife was brighter and happier—
she had always endeavored to be cheer
ful-~and tho children sceing theiv
pavents i unusually good spirits,
caught the infection and romped and
played as they had uever done before,
Many comforts that had formerly
seemed out of reach of the fawily purse
now casily found their way into the
hiouse.

« Nellie, T have been thinking of a
plan to Lenetit tho men of our union,”
aaud Join to his wife one norning at
breakfast. 1 would like to have them
spend nn evenang here once n weeks
1o you think we could entertain themi”

«]low strange Jobn! 1 havo been
thinking of that for several days, and
havo it nll planned out. | was just
going to speak to you nbout it DBut
what e you 1deas ¥

I would like to form & literary
socicty, but do not see my way clearly
1 thought if wo invited the men and
their wives lere some evemng, wo
couid talk the matter over and decide
upon sowething. What are your plans "

« T hnve thought it alf over and the
best plan T could thank of would bo to
finve oach one pay tifty cents o month
into the treasury of the society, the
money to be used in subscribing for
soto of the best niagazin s and pagers,
thus cstablising o xnll circulating
library for the benelit of the meinbers ”

“That is n capital idea, Nell, and 1
am suro everyono will be pleased with
your plan. Shall I say Yriday wven.
ing for tho first meeting 1" aaked John
a3 he started to has work,

*Yes, that evening will be most
convenijenty for me, and we can seo
when the others prefer to hold the
regular  neetings,” answered  Mrs.
Harpie,

Everyone was pleased with the idea
of forming & society for mutual im.

rovemeut. The men of that union
¢t their light shino upon others, and
thie numbers increased until the houte
would not hold tham, nnd it became
neccssary to rent a hall i which to
hold their meetings, They soon kad a
libeary to bo proud of, with a reading
roon attached, where all of their leis.
uro fhours were passed, Those who
bind ever patronized saloons blushed
with shatne to think they had been so
foolish. The working men of thattown
soon becamo fnmous for their intells
gence and culture. Fhat one strike
was the bLeginning of much good.—
Mre. M. MeAtlister, in The Centre..

TOU will And acmething to Interest yen
_ﬂ‘;agu?nd :

Man wns created first.  Wowan was

a sort of recreation,

A youngster being required to write
A composition upon sonie portion of the
human body, selected that w hich unites
the head to the body, and expounded
as follows . * A throat is convenient to
have, especially to roosters and ininis
ters  The former cats corn and crows
with it ; the latter preaches through
hig'n, and then tics jt u)’:. This is
pretty much all T can think of about
necks.”

Mamma (to Walter, who has just re
turned from his fimt experienco with »
fishing-rod - ** \What, back 8o soon t"

Walter - “Yes'ni; 1 thougln I'd
come home,  The worma were so ner-
vous I couldn’t get "emn on the hook ”

“ 11, you dropped a brick up there*?
shouted a pedestiian on whose shoulder
ona of those articles had fallen fromn
threeatory  acatfold “All rght,”
cheerfully responded the bncklayer,
 you needn't take the trouble to brng
it up.”

Doctor (surveying his nowly-papered
offico) ! “This it & very poor'I job of
paper-hanging-—-a very r job, sie”
l’a’;.:er-hnnier R H | h:::’ to adnit,
doctor, that the job isn't fimst class.
Unfortunately, we paper-hangers have
no way of burying our poor jobs.”

Tho Glory of Our Land.

Tho stately halls of Loazning

r Rroad scattered o'or the land,

Upon the tancring lnllop,
Or in the valley stand,

They tell of comuys glory
Aduwn the years will Toll,

As by thariuighty wllyence
Thoy weuld the human soul.

I stand fn contenmplation

Of tho niat-lless work, of Gad,
Tho human soul's creation

Ofe lrtle understod,
Fast bound {u fron futters,

By ignoranco enchamed,
Unbound by men of letters,

To light and bliss reclaimed,

O teoll mo not, yoteachers,
Whe through tho teil and strile
Are earnuat, busy seckers.
For light and truth and life,
Your work goes unrewanded,
As yo Iabur ¢very day,
Your teaching unrega
By wilful childish play.

Toit on, toil on, yo Jalorers,

Do faithful while you way ;
Hleaven pours ita richest favors

(n the tofl-worn by tho way.
0 do not stay or [alter

Alotg the path you've tredo ;
In duty never halt or

(ive up upon tho read.

Then in the mornng scatter
With open hand the grin;
In Aututan you willwather
Thoe fruitage not in van,
Labor fur God and country,
Thu reaping time wall come,
Aud ib o blest eteninty
You'l] ahout the harvest home.

A CONTRAST.

tFrere the New York Plonoa)

OF iu the vallyy

ed

1 stand in coutemplation

0f tho matchieas work of God,
The humun soul's crestion,

Oft Hitie understond,
Fast bovud m jren fotlera,

By wile inteinperance clained,
Thruat decply i the gutters,

And cannot bo reclamied,

Then in the morning seatter
Tuto the vat thoe vrain ;
Tho fruitage you will gather
Will be discaso and pain.
Labor ta blight vur country,
Tho reaping-tune will come,
Andd b A damned cternityd®¥
You'll ehivut 1the harvest Liome,

[P—

The Di-grace of Qur Country.

Tho stately, tonceribg brewerios,
Broad-neatterid u'er tho l&hd.
Upeon the crestod Il tops,

* atanud
They 11 of degradation
Adowu the yoars mall poll,

Au by thar naghty imtlucenco
‘Thoy would the human soul,

Ah, tdl e not, 30 brewers,
Who with decelt and stiife,
Aro catniest deatheproducers
Who etop the fount of life,
Yuur work joes unrewanded,
As yo labor every day,
Ducoying the ungusnded,
To mako the busincss pay.

Toil on, tuil on, yo laborers,
Make money while you may :
Apollyon's richost favors
Turn to cursen, by the way.
Stay not to think or falter,
Along the path you tread,
Meaven pouts its maledictions
Upon your cursed teade,
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FIVE BANKS WINDING UP l

Huch {s tho news from the GAlelal Garette ofF, Ottana.  What an amount of 1o the
startiog of those supcerfiuons and worse than useleas Ilanle have Infueted upon the publies
By subscriblog to their stock at par, hundreds of men cxpected to make Inoney through ‘
the riso in value and were Litterly disappointed. Thousands of Innocent peofle invosted H
their nll In tho stock, of placed the saviogs of a Wetime in the tasings bank branchea, on
account of the expectation of Lettcr returne than could be given by the sound and well-
establlshed Linnkn  Now that the nro young Bavhks have falled these people, and & good
miany olhers, can see clently that they did wrong, and acted foolisbly, ln putting thele money
al nsk lo those mow, untried, experimental atfairs. Tuclr cyes havo been opencd sinco the

But it was Just as focllsh for them to put their mone)y there (upon the expectation of
grcater value for it than the older and reber Hanke could give) Lefore thelr eyes were s
rudely opened, as altcr, They did not then sce, now they do see.

Upwarde of twenty two Jopg years the writer of this advertiscinent has represented one
of the olifest and tnost carefuliy conducted, mnd mont profitable Jife lnsurance Companies

THE ZTNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, OF HARTFORD, CONN.

A

Duriog &1 that time he has hept bls property, as well an his life instirance, {n the cldest
atd moat solld lnstituiona. What were deeined fempting induceinents bave been held out
for change, hut by pursulng this line, no {6ss has boen Mmet with, Fire Insurance companies,
Life Insurance companles, Bullding socictirs and Hanke, of mush room character, have caused
heavy losses to thourands during that tine, who thought they saw In them betier returns for
thelr money Io years to come than would be drawn frolo w With Profite Eodowment Dond
isuod by the A riva Livk, and jayable ten, Afteen or twehty years from date, or carller death.

$5100,000.00

on the avernge, has been and will be paid down in soild gold, or its equivalent, fo this
Dominton by the okl A rva L, to those who were wiso cnough 1o see the rich and sotld
[nvestment afforded Ly these Iionde ten, Afteen and twenty sears ago. Tho grand thing
aboul ‘his 1s that, unllke the old style, or the new style life insulance you Jdo not hase to
die to win, Ner do you sguandduf, or lexsen yout cstate. as many are foollshly dolng, in join
N tucicties fromn which no retum for all the mone} pald s abtainable should the polley or
membership be dropped, from any cauke, No such businces az that 18 dooc by the ATva
Lirk  All ita Lifc D'olicies and Endowment Bonds are Nonforfcitiog after three, and most
of them after two year' pajrocnia are mede,
lcfore insuring claewhiere, eatl for our ratea, and do not believe the man who tellx you some
other compan; has done, uf can do bettep for you, untl youu have Investigated the matter
thoroughly for youtsell, It will pay jou taace what the ArNa hasdooe nnd Is hikely to do.

Western Canada Brancl, 9 Toronto St.
YW H. ORR & SONS

A YEAR
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Piano Eompany,

PIANOS'!
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ALSO DLALERM N

UNXEQUALLED IN ELEGANCE OF CONSTRUCTION,
FINISH, SYMPATHETIC TOUCH,

FINENESNS AND PURITY OF TONF,

AMERICAN PIANOS

OF UNDOUBTED REPUTATION,

CANADIAN AND AMERICAN ORGANS.
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BEAUTY

a3, KING ST, WEST.
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