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THE OLDEST BRICK IN EXISTENCE.

At one of the recent mectings of the
Academy des Inscriptions et DBelles-
Lettres, in Paris, the keeper of the Louvre,
Mr. Henzey, showed a brick which 1s un-
doubtedly the oldest in enistence, dating,
it is estimated, from the fortieth century
B.C. The brick in question was discov-
ered by the French savant and antiquar-
an, de Sarzee, during recent excavations
at Tello, the anuieat Supulo in Claldea.

The brick was somewhat curved, and
had been baked, but was of such crude
form that it evidently had neither been put
in a press nor moulded. The mark of the
maker was simply the imprint of the
thumb. It was clearly made very soon
after the discovery of the art of brickmak-
ing, which art, as is umiversally admatted,
marks the dawn of civilization.

Other bricks of a much more recent
date were shown. Some of them bore the
mark of the coat of arms of Sirpulo, an
eagle with the head of alion. Others
again were inscribed with the name of
the reigning monarch.—Exchange,

OIL CEMENT OF THE ANCIENTS.

Samples of cement used in antique
water conduits about Ephesus and Smyrna
were recently subjected to chemical
analysis, and the results have proved in-
teresting from the archaological as well
as the engineening point of view. While
the different samples were from the water-
works that dated from several centuries
before Christ to 300 years after, yet it was
found that the zeneral composition of all
was quite similar. The chief constituent
was carbonate of lime, but mixed with it
was from two to eight per cent. of organic
material. This was ascertained to consist
of a mixture of fatty acids, and itis be-
lieved that the cement was the oil cement
which Pliny and Vitruvius mention in
their works. Expenments were made
with a cement consisting of burned lime
and olive or linseed oil, but it was not
found to be permanent. On the other
hand a mixture of two-thirds air-slaked
lime and one third olive ol hardened
readily and possessed great endurance,
leading to the belief that this was the
composition of the ancient cements which
were analyzed.

For graining, plazing and staining pur-
poses sienna should have clearness, depth
of tone, richness. brilliancy and Jtrans-
parency, and the same quahlities for color-
ing purposes, except that transparency,is
not all essential.

ARTHGIAL STONE PAVEMENTS

SIDKEWALKS A SPECIALTY

CORPORATIONS soiaomeitto copsider our work
The Silica Barutic Stone Gompanu
of Ontarlo, Limited.

WALTER MILLS, ’ Hoad office
General Manager. INGBRSOLL, ONT.

Please mention the CONIRACT RECORD
when corresponding with advertisers.

ORE AND STONE
CRUSHERS

Hoistine M ACHINERY
RaiLway SurpLIES

BoiLErs AND ENGINES
Prices furnished on application

l MARSH & HENTHORN,

BELLEVILLE. ONT.

THE PHENIX BRIDGE & IRON WORKS

MANUFACTURERS OF STAY BOLTS AND ALL KINDS OF RIVETS
STEEL AND IRON STRUCTURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL WORK

Beams, Channels, Angles and
Tees always in stock.

P.O. Box 883.

29 to 49 Mcallt Stroet,
MONTREAL

Prices on Application.

THE CADWELL SILEX STONE COY

SILEX STON

TO CORPORATIONS.—We can give you the

WALKS
CURBINGS

} A SPECIALTY

benefit of our ten (10) years® oxperience in building B- w' ﬂadwe“, Managa[, \Vindsm” []m.

our Silox Stone Walks.

Portland Cements...

HIGH GRADE GERMAN BRANDS FOR GRANOLITHIC
AND ARTIFICIAL STONE SIDEWALKS.

Sewer Pipes,
Culvert Pipes, &c.

Best Eanglish Cements.

Best Belgian Cements.

W. McNALLY & €0., Montreal,

JOSSON CEMENT

.. Manufactured af.,
NIEL oN RUPELL

{s the Highest Grade Artificial Portland Cement and the Best for High

Class Work.

Has been used largely for Government and Municipal Works.

TO BE HAD FROM ALL CANADIAR DEALERS

C. I. de Sola, Hanager in Ganada ;. 180 St. James Street, MONTREAL

STUDEBARER SPRINKLER

(PATENT IMPROVED)

Docs not Clog or get out of
Order.

Greatest Width of Spray.

Can be Graded from Driver's
Seat to any Volume.

Wealso makean. .. ..

Improved Vertical Spray

. « « for Pavements.

Write for Prices and Cataloguc to

(60. Heaman, mir.

LONDON, ONT.

28 The Hamilton Bridge Works Co, Limited, Hamilton, Canada )
STEEL RAILWAY and HIGHWAY BRIDGES v

STBEL ROOFS and Bvery Description of STEBL LATTICR and GIRDBR WORK

Estimates Fumnished on Application.

Beatts, CHaMNELS, Aduirs and 1rrs always in Stock

MUNICIPAL DEBENTURES BOUGHT

JEMILIUS JARVIS & CO. (Toronto Stock Exchauge) 32 King St. West, TOROKTO



