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weakness of our moral natare, we can dono
good thing without Thee, grant ue the help
of Thy grace, that in keeping' Thy com-
mandments, we may please Thes, both in
will and deed; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen” .

ANSWERING OUR OWN PRAYERS.
REV. T, L. CUYLER,

We use this expression, not too literally,
but simply for want of a better ong. The.
idea we aim is, that every Christian is
bourd to do his utmost for the fulfilment
of his own prayers. He is never to ask
God to give what he is not trying his ut-
most to obtain; he isineverto ask God to
make him what heis not faithfully trying
to become.

This is our idea. It is partly illustrated
by the familiar fable of Hercules and the
wagoner.  When the overloaded wagon
sunk into the mire, instead of laboriug to
pry out the imbedded vehicle, the wagoner
fell to praying Hercules to interpose his
brawny arm for his relief.  The God of
muscle thus appealed to, reniinded the
luckless teamster that, while he prayed for
help, he had better pnt his own shoulder
to the wheel, and help bimself. -~ ‘

In one sense this heathen fable illustrates
the true - 1elation between the sovereign
God and the child of prayer. Oa our side
is complete dependance.  On the side
of Omnipotence is infinite mercy. From
" Him coweth down every good and every
perfect gift.  And because we are so de-
pendent upon our heavenly Father, and
owe him 8o much of submission,obedience,
and trust, therefore are we to * pray with-
ont ceasing,” But while we pray we are
to work: first, as a proof -of the sincerit
«f. our desires; and next, in order to obe
God, who commands us to become the
very men that we ask him to make us by
his grace. -

Does every child of God do his utmost
10 secure the answers to his own uttered |
requests, Most emphatically we reply, Nos
With even the best men there -is a sad
disparity between prayer and practice—
between the askings of the lips and the
actings of the heart—between their life
and their liturgy, . :

L Take, for example, the oft-repeated
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prayer for ‘growth in grace. Thisis s
vital request, and the most formal Christian
professor will utter it nearly every day of
bis life. If he would resist the continual
gravitation of inward sinand eurrounding
worldliness, he must cry as continually for
heart-grace. But just imagine the owner
of a vast field of weeds kneeling down
among the “Johnswort” and Canada
thistles, and praying te God to give him
from that field a plentifal corn harvest.
Not a furrow has been turned. Not a
kernel planted. But the insane husband-

man implores from heaven & crop, toward

the growing of which his sluggish fingers
bave not been lifted. My Christian brother,
you vever dfe.guilty of such folly in the
management of your secular interests,

You never expect cargoes without sending
ships seaward; you never count on crops
without plowing, manuring and seeding
your acres. No school-girl would expect
to see her pet flower grow in the conserva-
tory without water and fresh earth. She

sprinkles the azalea leaves until they drip,

and feeds the delicate tuberose with new
earth as often as its wasting leaves tele-
graph its hunger. God takes care of ber
plants; but she takes care of them too,

and does not expect him to work miracles
for the benefit of lazy people, Her prayer

for her flowers is in the brimming pitcher

and the virgin earth which her careful

handibring to the green-house.

f% Carry _this same principle into your re-
gion.

Do you pray with the lips for
growth in holiness, growth in heavenly-
mindedness, growth in spiritual stamina.
"Then to the work of cleansing the heart-
field. Then to the cutting up of the tares
of covetousness—the Johnswort of pride—
the nettles of selfishness—the briers of
deceit—the overgrown burdacks of sloth—
and the seed-scattering thistles of unbelief.
Pull them by the roots* Give your in-
ward lasts no quarter. Keep no terms
with them. Make uo compromise with
some darling sin to sprout and grow un-
observed in some back corner.of your soul-
garden. Clear out every weed, in order
that the seed-corn of godliness may have
the full strength of the affectivns and .
energies to make it grow. Watch over
that precious seed. Water it with prayers

and penitentialteary Btrengthen it with,




