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the ruin.bow, among the gorgeously
tinted clouds, and are nourished by the
fragrance of sweet flowers.

I'he Dives of the Persians were spi-
rits of the male sex, with habits and dis-
positions, directly contrary to those of
the Peris. They were malevolent, cruel,
and fierce, and described as hideous in
their appearance. Huge spiral horns
sprang from their heads, their eyes were
large and staring, their claws sharp and
their fangs terrific. Covered with shag-
gy hair, and having long rough tails, it
seemed us if they possessed every defor.
mity. The Dives warred with mankind,
and pursued the Peris with unrelenting
hatred. Their lives, however, were li-
mited, and they were not incapable of
feeling personal violence.

The fancies of the inhabitants of the
East, teem with supernatvral beings,
The Genii. spirits of vast size, were said
to have heen imprisoned by Solomon,
who shutthem up in caskets, upon which
he placed his seal. Some were thrown
into rivers, A fishermaa once drew one
up from the bottom of the stream in his
net, and the vessel being opened, a dense
smoke rose from the interior. The smoke
gradunlly assumed the vast figure of a
Genius. The whole story is related in
the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments.

Fuiries of a certain class, such as the
warlike elves or fays, were belicved to
exist by all European nations. During
times of wmilitary enthusiasm, the fancy
of warriors saw the procession of fairies,
well.armed and mounted, bearing gorge-
ous hanners ; their weapons glittering in
the mdonlight, or gleaming like lightning
o the darkness of night. A Bohemian
legend says that a certain knight, travel.
fing with a friend, met one of these
noctarnal processions, and, disregarding
the caution of his companion, spurred.
his horse forward to attack them. Horse
aid rider were fourd dead upon the spot;
in the morning. :

The Swedes asserted that there wasa
certain clhss of syperndtural beings, pret..
ty much tire ‘same as the Brownies of.

Scotland, who assisted the miners, labor.
ed in the shafts, and were far more in-
genious than mortal worknien.

The fairies of Sugland were generally
of u harmless disposition. Oberon and
Titania, the fairy king and queen, were
pleasant little people, with a spicé of
humanity in their. dispositions. Robin
Goodfellow was a mischievovs little crea.
ture, but not very spiteful. He wasre.
presented like a rustic, ¢ in a suit of lea.
ther, close to his body, his hands and
face russet color, with a flail.”

The Scottish fairies were certainly
guilty of great deviations from the path
of honesty. One of their greatest sins
was that of stealing fine children from
their cradles, and leaving in the place of
a healthy iufant, a rickety and deformed
being. The elves ofien steal away wives
from their husbands, and these women
were only to be regained by confronting
the fairy procession on a certain night,
within a day and a year, after the loss,
which time was allowed the bereaved
mortals for restitution.

The electrical circles which are some-
times found upon the turf were believed.
to be fairy rings, within which it was
thought dangerous to sleep, or to be found
after sunset. The Scotch faries were of
diminutive stature, of a doubtful nature,
capricious and very resentful. The
Scotch were afraid to speak of them dis-
respectfully, and even called malicious
spirits, “gude people.”

These fairies lived in green hills, oh
which they danced by moonlight. The
interior of their habitations is described
as presenting a most beautuul appear.
ance, bfilliant with gliftering gold and
gems, and containing every thing which
a splendid fancy- could contrive. But
as “all is not gold that glitters,” these
fine appearances are said to be a show,
put on to conceal a mean or Tepulsive
reality.

These little beings ‘are admirable ri-.
ders, and the best judge of horses in the
‘world. ‘They:go about in large compa.
nies. by ‘vight, when their presence is



