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SOME ERRORS IN DIAGNOSIS.*

Bx J. J. Tioioo, M.».
Toronto.

I N ureIll te couiffess fielis ini niedieinc, ou which i might write
this pitper, it is e~eeigydiffijeut to choose- on(. that mniglit b.

intere(ýstjig enou)Igh to warrant your appreciation of ny efforts. So it ij
with fetar- and tremibiing that 1 fOiiow the exampie of qnaiility- set by
Ili'y coitýllegue. 1 thoughit wýhat was interesting to mnyseif might b.
interesting to others, conisequentfly myi. choice of subjeet, "Sone Err>rs
ini D)iagn-osis," althouigi praeitic<illy a freslêma in general practicc, coin..
pairedj with inany of inY hevarers, 1 have met withi suclh glaring e1xamjpkea

innaksl diagnosis. lt, eityv of New York is dealing with it a ai,
terest, if tnt helpfil. 'We ail mlake iiStakvs and it is orteil by nils-
takes we luarui, but those mistakes must be noted by the physician,M
well as the student,.

This papuer dees not eveni attenipt to deseribe ail sources of erroM
but shail include ouly a few, of the commnoner examles. I mlight fimt
of ail deai with the question why err-ors are nmade. This seems to b,
very important. ?ost-niortemn fludings are constantly revealinig elilliea
mnistakes in diagniosis. The eity of New York is dealing with it la
importanat problin. Recently in bondon thirty-four specialista wtr
invite(] to speak on the subjeet, keeping as far as possible within their
own fielIs. Abrahiamis, of bondon, in the Practitioner, of 1914, gije
a good account of these papers.

1 might, for convenlience, <ivide errors into social, and di.Ljecj
iUnder sýociasl errors, first, bad deportinent; second, lack of tact plays
bavo-e with mnany a physician ealled for the first time, perhaps to treat
a patient suifferinig fromi a functional dlisorder, such as hysteria, Pvhs
thenia and neursthenia. The confidence necessarily inIvOlved for suc
ceas is lacking.

CIiniical errors are of inany types. Fir-st of ail, ignorance, s.
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