
GRANT-COn.'OMUND COMMIN<U'rEn FRACTURE.

and provious night mndications of delirium were manifest. Having re-
solved upon amputating, , at the request of patient, with the consent of
Dr. A. perfornied the double ulap operation ai. lower third of thigh ; three
arteties tied, lost very lttle blood duiring the operation ; edges ot' wound
were theri brought together with sutures and adhesive strapï appled
after the Japsc of soife t hne. Patient being left in Dr. A's. charge [ re-
turned home. August Il.. \iu called upou, seconiary hemurrhage
having supervened the day r vious. ULpon arrival iottnd a nost deplo-
rable condition of afftirs, patient pale, almost exsanguine aind very au-
xious, pulse small ani cmpressible, tongie dry anO brown towards the
centre, cousiderable restlessncss. Tfic tourniquet liad been veryjudiciouîs-
ly applied but previously a quantity of blood had escaped uuoiîserved
by the attendants. Culd was assiduously appled tu stumpi and tourni-
quet gradually slackened, be:ng itualle tu bear the conitumous pressure.
Notwithstanding this precaution, blood continued to ooze from stump.
During the night pressure was kept up at iutervals and cold as fornerly.
15th 9, A.M. Lieiorhage having again occured upion reioval of' pres-
sure which could not be endured, the vessels were secured in situ as
follows. Sutures beingrenoved, the flaps imîmeliately gaped exposing
a large intervenmng clot, this being displaced with a quautity of decom-
posed tissue, ligatures were passed around the vessels whence th
bleeding appeared to originate, taking the precaution of placing them
well up in order to escape disorga.iized tissue. After the removal of
pressure, bleeding being arrested, the parts were again brought together
as formerly.

State of parts previous to interference.-Flaps, cold, flabby, rnuch
swollen, their line of apposition marked by a dark scar extending uipon
either side about nalf an inch, and retaining the satures. No adhesive
tendency in their edges. No effort towards plastic exudation. An hour
after the parts were re-arranged, bleeding again returned, evidently prov-
ing that the vessels had also partaken in the surrounding disintegration.
Every drop of blood being now necessary towards the prolongation of
life, and lie being unable either to undergo a second operation, or even
bare the necessary pressure, I ligatured the fenoral artery in the fol-
lowing manner. Patient being placed on his back and thigh slightly
rotated outwards, so as to expose its inner and anterior surface, an
incision three inches in length was made in course of vessel commen-
cing about a hands' breadth below Poupart's ligament. The integu-
ments, superficial fascia, and facia lata being divided, a few fibres 3f
sartorius muscle which presented were drawn aside. The sheath cf
vessels being next exposed by a slight manipulation, was also divided and


