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had been l)repared for the encouinter. We inay expect tliat multitudes of
specific fornis ultimiately perishied, of whose remnains no traces have been
preservcd.

Such being a brief statemieit of the outlines of the openiing of the
glacial epoch, we turn to sonie facts offéred by a study of certain of our
existing species of butterflies and mioths.

'l'le tops of the WVhite Mouintains aîid the ranges of mnountain
elevatioiis in Colorado, offer us particular kinds of insects, living in an
îsolated manner at the l)resellt day and confined to tlieir respective
localities. In order to flnd inseets like thei ive have to exp>lore the
plains of Labrador and the northern portion of -the North Anierican
continent, in regions offéring analogous conditions of climiate to those
obtaining on the sururnits of these mnountains. 'rhe genera Oelieis and
Bren/hiis arnong the Buttertlies, and .4narta and ./Irotis aniong the Moths
are represented by the sarne or sirnilar species in ail of the abcve
mentioned localîties. In the case of the White Mountain butterfiy,
Oezeis seidiea, w~e have a forni sustaining itself on a very limited Alpine
area on the top of Mount Washington.* Althoughi there is sorne doubt
that precisely the sarne forrn of Oèneis lias been discovered in Colorado,
the fact rernains that Qelicis butterfiies exceedingly like it, though registered
by us under different speciflc nanies, live in Labrador and Colorado.
Whether the White Mouintatin butterfly, Ocueis semjidea, l>e, as suspected
by Lederer, a modification of sorne of the Labradorian forrns of the
genus, or not, the geographl)lical distribution which its genus enjoys cannet
be rneaningless. 'l'lie question cornes up, withi regard to the White
Mountain butterlly, -as to the mianner iii whichi this species of Oeci cis
attained its presenit restricted geographical area-Hov did the White
Mountain butterfly get up, the White Mountains ? And it is this. question
that I amn dîsposed to answver by the action attendant on the decline of
the glacial eI)och.'

I have before briely outlined the phienoniena, attendant on the advance
of the ice-sheet, and I now dwvell for a m~oment on the action which miust
e(lually be presumied to liave accompanied its retirenient. Many of the

*Sec Mr. Sciidder*s article ini the -"Gcology of N cv Haînpslire, 1, 342. ',%r.
Scudder first pointcd out the existence of Alpinle anîd sub-Alpinc faunlal boits on
Moulnt Washliîgton, anîd interestilngly rernlarks, ",that if the siiimmiit of motit
Washiiiiîgton wcre soinewhat less than two thousand feet higlier, it woula rcachi the
Iiiiiit of perlictital sutow."
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