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first impression, consisting of 100 copies, has been struck off, in which
the necessary alterations are being made atthis time. Workmen have
been selected for this purposo who have been employed in the office for
many years, and they have been told that on the slightest indiscretion
on their part they will lose their pluces,  After the printing of each leaf
in quarto every furm is secured with three chaing and three locks, the
keys of which Mr. Petitin, the director of the printing oftice, takes with
hin.  As soon as the printing is completed the sheets are taken into the
Emperor’s cabinet; then the collaborateurs set to work correcting the
press or altering such passages as the Emperor wishes to sce redoue.
Ycu sce that measures are pretty well taken against apy informnation
reaching foreign papers—a subject of great dread with the author. The
work, it i3 further said, will appear in o few months—and in two editions
onedprinted at the Imperial printing-oftice, the other at Plon."—Tre
cader.

— Last year Mr. Mignet, Permanent Secrotary to the French Academy
of Moral and Political Science, had taken the works and life of Hallam
as the subject of the usual historical lecture which he delivers at the
annual public sessicn.  He will, thiz year, review tho life and labors of
Macaulay, who was » foreign member of the Academy.—Rerne de I'Ins-
truction Publique of Paris.

~ The literary world has just lost one of its celebrities in P. A. Munch,
who died of apponlexy at Rome; ko was cogaged jn scarching among
the arclives of tho Vatican for materials to be used n a Ilustory of
Sweden and Norway.

SOIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE.

— A novel mode of lighting bas been introduced at a Baptist church,
just built at Phitadelphin. There is not a gas-burner in tho audienco
room. In the paunels of tho ceiling are circles of ground glass, two feet in
diameter. Above each of these, in the luft, isan argand burner, and
over the burner a powerful reflector. The eflect i3 just about the same
as if there were thirty full moons shining in the ceiling. The lightis
pot sharp and intense, but abusdant and mellow, and not panful to
theeyes.—~J. of Arts and Munufacturers, U. C.

— The preliminary announcement has been made of a new project,
bearing the title of the Cape Race Electric Telegraph and Lightship
Company (Limited). Itisintended to construct, equip, and station a
steam lightship off Cape Race, Newfoundland, in the track of steam and
sniling ships bound to and from the North American Colonies and the
northern ports of the United States. The lightship will have telegra-
phic communication with the shore by means of a submarine cable, one
end of which is to he worked on board the vessel. Itis urged that by
theso means there may be obvinted throughout one-half of cvery year an
unnecessary delay of three days, which now occurs in the receipt and
exchange of news between Europe and Awmerica. Varjous other useful
services are to be rendered, with the aid of a steam tender. The capital
proposed is £100,000.—1bid.

MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE.

—DMr. Pavll, in rising to move the second reading of ¢ the Poisoned
Grain Prohubitton Bill,’® said that the mission of birds was of the
utmost utility, and that their destruction was exceedingly 1njurious,
both to vegetation and 1o agricaiture.  He trusted also to be able
to prove that the means used by some persons to destroy small
birds by puisoning seed wheat, &ec., was highbly dangerous to
society at large. The value of small bitds to the agriculturist was
well understood in France aud Germany, where a war of extermi-
nation had been too long cawried on. In Frauce, in consequence
of petitions from the agricultuni«ts, the French Senate appointed a
cominission 1o mquure wto the ntility of small birds aud the danger
of destroying them. The commission institnted a minute and
scientific inquiry, and made a report to the French Senate, which
occupied from 30 to 40 octavo pages. In Germany,also, inquines
were made, which showed the great injury caused to vegetation
by the extermination of berds.  1e would first show, as briefly as
possible, how enormous was the increase of inszet hife in countries
where birds were exterminated, and at what cost steps were then
taken to reduce the amount of inzect life. e would then point
out the means which he proposed to take for the preservatiun of
small birds. It was not his intention to terfere with the Game
Laws, or to make them more stringent. It was solely n the in-
terest of the farmers themseives, and of agriculture, that he acked
the House to prevent the indisenimate  slanghter of birds not now
protected by law. (Hear, hear.y In the report presented by the
French Commission in 1861, it was stated that in the vine-growing
communes and 1 France, during 10 years, (1828-37) the loss {rom
the 1avages of the caterpillar was esumated at $52,0000. The value
of the cereals destroyed in only oune of the eastern departments of
France in a single year was estimated at 16,0000  An interesting
artcle on destruchive insects an.d the nnmeanse vtility of birds
appeared in the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Socicly, vol.
xxni, published last year. “Thig article contained extracts from a
work by M. Tschudi, President of the Agricultusal Society of

Canton St. Gall, Switzerland, in which it was stated that some of
the Governments of Germany expended several thousand thalers
for the destruction of caterpillars, In one year an area of 860 acres
of fir forest was entirely stripped of its leaves by the catermllars of
the Noctue, and the Gouvernment pad more than 1,000 thalers
for the destruction of 94,000,000 of the above dangerous insects.
In Franconia, the caterpiitars, dunng 1839, devoured the produce
of 2,200 acres of Government forest. A caleulation had been made
of the duflerent orders of birds—viz., those which were insecti-
vorous and those which consumed grain and vegetables. In Ger-
many and Switzerland-—and the calculation would arply to England
—there were about 150 species, and only one-twelfth of the number
were purely granivorous. All the rest consumed insects. He had.
now shown the great increase of insect life where birds were des-
troyed. The destruction of small birds abroad was much to be
lamented. In one day in Lombardy, 15,000 birds were captured,
and in one distnct, on the shores of the Lago Maggiore, between
60,000 and 70,000 small birds are annually destroyed. It might
be said that English sportsmen were not addicted to the destruc-
tion of small birds like the sportsmen of other countries. (Hear,
hear.) At the same time the destruction of smail birds was gomng
on at a very alarming rate in this country. (Hear) A country
clergyman stated that a birdeatcher estimated that 13,848 gold-
finches were annually sent from Worthing alone. He had received
letters from various parts of the country complaining of the great
destruction of birds that was gowng on, 2nd the injury caused to
gardens from this cause. Some years ago in Hampshire a war of
extermination was waged against them, and rookeries were des-
troyed. The natural consequence soon showed 1seif in such an
increase of various hurtful insects, and epecially of the cockchafer
(which is three years in the grub state, and all that time does an
tnmense amount of injury to the roots of grass and corn) that
women and children were obliged to follow the plough to FiCk up
these grubs which the rocks would have devoured had they not
been murdered. This pract:calIroof of the utility opened the eyes
of the Hampshire farmers, and rookernies were agamn established,
and rooks protected. The same thing happeuned in America, where
one time the State oftered rewards for their destruction, and in
consequence, they so much decreased, and noxwous insects so
greatly increased, as to induce the State to offer a counter reward
for therr protection. Various lettess had appeared in the public
journals on this subject. Among them was one which stated that
three or four sportemen belonging to a single Sparrow Club had
destroyed nearly 13,000 birds. Agricuiturists had hitherto used
some description of brine for destroying the ova and smut that
might attach themselves to the seed of cereal evops in the course
of arowth. Of late years, however, a system of using poisoned
wheat had been intreduced. He need scarcely pointont the danger
of the indiscriminate sale of an article which would cause almost
immediate death on the part of the animals cating it, and if those
animals were good for food the analytical chemist would tell them
it was impossible to say where the mjury would stop.—Z'imes.

— Iceland, which bas a population of about seventy thousand, jis
under the government of Denmark. The language spoken in Iceland is
the old Scandinavian, closely akia to the Saxon, with no admuxture of
Greek or Latin roots. It has, singularly enough, a literature 900 years
old. There are four presses on the island, and four newspapers. About
60 volumes are issued in g year, but most of them are published in
Copenbagen. There are colleges and academics of medicine there, and
common schools. But most of the education is domestic in its character.
The fathers teach the children so cffectually, that a young Iceland boy
or girl of eight years old canuot be found unable to read and write.
Wandering minstrels, like those of the old time in Scotlaad and Get-
many, are still to be found traversing the country, aud dropping in on
families happy to receive them, who gladly give them o might's supper
and lodging in exchange for their Jay. Thelcelandic Church is Lutheran.,
There are 199 cburches on the island, with 280 clergymen.—Educ. Times,
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