
PROBLEMS 0F JEWISff GOSPEL 1VOItIC. M

The Eastern Jewisli communities present an altogether different field of
labor. Especiaily in Northern and Eastern Austria and Southern Rus3sia
there are entire districts almost, altogether inhabited by Jews, and these
are t'ho traditional Jews--the modern representatives of the Pharisees of
Christ's day. For thern the history of the past eighteen hundred years is
practically a biank ; it has passcd b)y themn without infiucncing themn in a
particle except to nia«ke themn more (letCrlnined in their fornialism. and
stereotyped Talmudism. Ail contact and touch with Western thought or
culture is avoided as they avoid t'he 1 est. While they ail speak a jargon

-iea Gernian dialcct, or, rather, a middle high Gernian dialect inter-
larded with Ilebrew and other words by the hundreds, the only literary
language used among them is the Hebrew. Their newspapers-the Hant-
meliz and others-are ail written in classical or jargon Jlebrew, and the
average schoolboy learns how to write a iIebrew modelled entirely after
that of an Isaiah. or the Psaimist. Ifi is for this reason that the worker
among themn must be a fine I{ebrew scholar, and that, too, not only in the
bibjical idiom, but miust aiso be thoroughly at hônie in post-biblical lebrew
-iu the Talmuds, the Midrashim, and other literature of this kind-for it
is in themn that the ]Eastern Jew ]ives and moves and bas bis being. From
this it appears that the equipment of the gospel -workers in Israel bas pre-
paratory work to, go through of which his brother ]aboring in a 'heathen ]and
has no idea. The Talmuds are a labyrinth the intricacies of which only
the greatest of industry can master even relatively.

Oniy rccentiy the courts of Austro-flungary brought to, publie notice
a state of affairs characteristie of the thought and life of Oriental Judaism.
It -mas a suit tried for the purpose of collecting batk taxes from the so-
called iniracie-working rabbi nt Sadagura, a short distance from Czerno-
witz, the seat of a new university. There, in a grand palace, surroundcd
by guards and courtiers of his own-i, revelling in wealth, the gift of the faith-
fui, sits enthroned the " Jewish Pope of the East," the highcst authorit'y
among the Chasidini, or Pious party of Oriental Judaism. Tne dignity is
hereditary in one family, and the rabbi bas the reputation of having super-
human power and 'wisdom. As a consequence, his intercession and heip,
is sought on ail occasions by confiding thonsands, to whoni, iu mnyste-.ious
form and words, he rendors answers, but or.ly for cash. Practically ho is
the spiritual head oi Jews as much as the Pope is of the Roman Catholics.
His " cherem." or curse, or excommunication, which always brings with
it an absolute boycott, sociaily and comnnercially, by ail the Jews, is feared
oven by the State officiaIs. Recently he almost ruined Baron von Mfustaz,
the lcading Christian at Sadagura ; and the féar of hbis spiritual power bas
prevented the goverument officiais from claiming taxes duo theni, until re.
ccnatly patience had ceased to, be a virtue.

*Wbile it is truc that the Pope of Sadagura is not recognized by ail the
Eastern Jews, the blind aud fanatical adherence rendered him is ty-picai
and repres(:ntative of the spiritual condition of the Jews of the East as a
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