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Being, but they addrlessed to Hirn no worship or adoration. 'The worship, of
ancestors, tlhoughl common, wvas not universal; but they hiad rude idols and
feticlies as foolisli and absurd as those of the African races; sticks, stones,
roots, and forms of animais. There wvas not a temple or idol house in ail
Madagascar, but there were idol-keepers, akin to the African medicine men.
They had an ordeal for detecting crime, called tan gena-the decoction of a
poisonous bean, indigenous to the island, wvhicli the accised ;vas comipelle«j
to drink. Such were the people to whom the gospel was to corne, to heýal,
to purify, to elevate, to educate, and to redeem.

Hîstory before 1820. Though discovered in mnedireval, times, Madagascar
was not explored, or any colony landed upon its shores, tili 1506, when the
Portuguese began a series of efforts to ensiave and Christianize its tribes.
The Portuguese Jesuit priests landed on the northeast and northwvest coasts,
bearing the crucifix, and attempting to couvert them, while right belijnd
them came the Portuguese slave trader, with bis coffles and fetters, readyv to
hurry ail the unarmed natives lie could flnd on board hisships, and sel) thleni
to the Arabs. or take thein to the European markets, wvhere they brou-lit a
good price. The akalava, Nvho were the tribesrnost usually encountered, (11(
not admire this method of conversion, and after a month or two thiey feul
upon the colonists and niassacred themn ail. This was repeated s0 niany
bimes, that the Portuguese flnally abandoned aIl further efforts to plant
colonies there. In 1642 the French uudertook, under a grant froni tule
Frenchlking, to colonize Madagascar very much after the Portuguese fashion.
At first they wvere more successful, but presently they, too, attempted to
enslave the natives, and af ter forty years or sucýessive efforts to estabhish
themselves at various points on the coast, wvhich in every case terniniaWd
in massacre and expulsion, they surrendered thieir chai-ter to the King of
France froni whiom they hiad received it, and abandloned the island. For
nearly fifty years (1686-1733), the French dîd not annoy the natives, fithogli
occasionally English and Dutchi siavers pickied up along the coast cargzoes of
slaves. in 1733, the French renewed their efforts to take possession of thie
island, planting thieir trading forts at various points on the main island, andl
on one or two of the small islands adjacent, and withi mach the saine results
as before, the deadly Levers of the coast aiding in the destruction of thle
colonies. From 1786 to 1807, the French liad no settlement on the island,
but about that time they established a small colony and trading fort at
Nosy-be, an island near the northwest corner of Madagascar. In 1811 thle
English Government having captured Mauritius, the Isle of France, as thc
French hiad called it, claimed also its dependencies, of wvhich. Madkigascar
was the cilief, and in February of that year took possession of Taniatave
and Foule Point, two small trading forts, these being ali which the Frenclh
then claîmed on the island of Madagascar. This capture was ratified by thce
twvo treaties wvith France in 1814 and 1815.

Up to this tin.~ neither the French nor any other European nation seem to
have hiad any knowledge of the Hovas or their chief or king; but Captain Le
Sage, the British ag-ent or commissioner, who wvas cbarged wvith thle establish.-
ment of English authority and brade in Madagascar, had discovered that tliey
were a very powerf ul tribe, and that their Kin,-, Radama I., was the thirty-
second in the liue of the Kings of the Hovas; and he assenibled at Port
Louis in 1817 four o! Radama's representatives (twvo of them lus brothers),
one of the nobles of the Betâniçnèna, t'e chief of Tarn-itave, two chiefs of tUn
BèMsimisàralza, and twvo southfirn chiefs; hie formed with theni treaties,
offensive and defensive, taking the oathi of blood witli them, and bucceeded


