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areat exertions in his-cause. It is not great men, hut good men, that God
usnatlly employs and prospers in his work.  The walls of Jericho were more
casily thrown down by the trumpets of ram’s horns than by more approved
<ugines of war, just beeaunse they were the instruments of God’s own appoint-
ment. For the advancement ot Chri=s kingdom no coercive measures are
vequired.  Its true intevests have never been direetly advanced by acts of
Parliament or by State-paid and State-ruled Churehes.  They need no such
props.. They repudiate afl such aid.  The friends of Christ are prepared to
2o forth in the naked wight and majesty of truth, and in the abiding faith
that their cause 13 good, and must prevail.  The motto inseribed on the
Christian banner is, = The God of heaven will prosper us, therefore will we
hi< servants arise and build”  Whatever may be said of other instruments
of aggression and defence by these who have little fuith in the spivitual ar-
anour, good soldiers of the Cross prefer 1o > fight the good fight of fuith” with
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  These are the men who
know their God. They = are strong wud do exploite.”

Zion shall e «levated and enlarged by the sanctitied ageneies of Christian
fiberality.  The membuers of Christisn Churehes ave too mueh in the habit
of minding »every ene his own thing<" at the expense or neglect of the ge-
acral goed.  The absence of & right public spirit in the affairs of God’s house
asere evile Selfishness has been the bane of the profesed household of
Paith. It has defranded the ¢hildren of their bivthright. Those disciples fol-
Tow Christ afar off whe repudiate the just elaims of the gospel upon their ef-
forts and contributions.  While the demands of Mammon have been promptly
and liberally met, the claims of Christ have been reluctantly and parsimoni-
ausly acknowledged.  Thix worldly rule must be reversed, and superseded
by the gospel measure. ‘The gozpel measure is, “ good measure, pressed
down and shaken together, and ranning over.”  Until this standard of libe-
#ality is adopied, the wheels of Church extension must drag heavily along.
All Christian enterprize proceeds npon the principle that we should ¢ give,
2o or send,” net i the stivted measure of what may be conveniently spared
from emr abundance, but in the spivit of self-sacrifiee, according as God may
have prospered us.  Then, intelleet, reputation, time, labour, money and life
it=clt are all too cheap to testify our appreciation of the claims of a perishing
world on our eftorts for its conversion to God.

Christian union iz another and a neecessary means of extending the king-
dom of Christ. "There ean be no sound apology for the continuance of isms
in the Church. They appear to have originated mainly in the desire of pre-
eminence among the more ambitious of Christ’s flock, prompting the question,
<0 pointedly rebuked by the Savieur, which of us shall be greatest? They
may be needful; bat they can fairly rank no higher than necessary evils.—
It Christianity Fas prospered under all its denominational influences it has
=0 prospered in spite of them. It can ouly take its true position when the
multitnde of disciples shall be of one soul, and shall be found “ striving,” not
apart, but “ together, for the faith of the gospel.”  TUnion is strength. It is
beauty too.  Beautifel it is in theory, but more lovely in practice. Chris-
tians are one man's sons.  Iu the impressive language of the wife of one of
our missionaries in the South Seas, who has held itimate fellowship with
varions and diversified branches of her Ieavenly Father’s family, it may be
~aid in the world-wide Mission field, “ We arc all sisters our here” ¢ Be-
fold liow good and how pleasant it is for brethven to dwell together in unity.
‘There the Lord commanded the blessing.”



