Archy Armstrong.

Al The horned cattle and the horses
e rushing wildly to and fro through the
. Tae invaders burst through the gap:
speth torea pear! drop from her ears,” and
ating it in the pistol, discharged it at the
boad of the first man who approached the
b e, It was evidentthey intended toblow
bpthe house as they had dJdone the wall.—
candy had now no weapou that he could
wder effective but hisspear, and he said—
b They chall tacte the prick o’ the hedgehog
e | die.”' He thrust it down furiously
fon them, and several of them fell at his
veshold, but the deadly instrument was
L sped by a number of the besiegere, and
R renched from his hands.

The sun had already eet, darkness was
pibering over the morass, and still the fire
wned, and the cattle rushed amongst the
med men in the court-yard.
»Bispeth,” said the frecbooter, “it is not
kil they seek, and they canna hae the
k.ot 10 harm our bairn, Gie me my Jeddart-
E:7in my hand—an’ fareweel to ye, Els-
p:h—fareweel !—an eternal tareweel !—
ichy, fareweel, my gallant bairn l—never
beoace your faither !—but ye winna—ye
Enna—an’ if 1 am murdered, mind ye re-
wgeme,Archy ! Now we maun unbar the
.1, aw 1 maun cut my way through them
. perish.

. Thus spoke the Borderer, and with his
.le-axe in his hand, he embraced hiswife
dhizson, and wept. “Now, Archy,” eaid
¢ “dlip an’ open the door—saftly ! saftly !
-an*let me rush out.”

Archy silently drew back the massy bars;
"~ amoment the iron door stood ajar, and
“ady Armstrong, battle-axe in hand, burst
4 the court-yard, and into the midst of his
<egers. There was nota man amongst
em that had not heard of the “ terrible
dartstalf o0 Sandy Armstrong.” He
‘aved them down before him—his very
weavgmented their confusion-they siank
tkat hus approach ; -4 while some fled
wm the infuriated . ..., others fled from
3earm of the freebooter. In a few seconds

301

lie reached the gap in the court wall=he
yushed upon the moss ; darkness had begun,
and a thick vapour was rising from the mo-
rass. * Follow me who dare!” shouted Sandy
Armstrong.

Archy withdrew into a niche in the pas-
sage, as his father rushed out ;—and as the
besiegers speedily burst into the house among
then was one of the muffled men bearing
a toreh in his hand. Revenge fired the young
Borderer, and with his Jedburgh-staft he
made a dash at the hand of the traitor—the
torch fell upon the floor, and with it three
of the fingers that gras;.2d it. Thebesiegers
were instantly enveloped in gloom,and Archy
escaping from the niche {rom whence he had
struck the blow, said unto himself, “ I've
gien ye a mark to find out wha ye are, nee-
bUl\”

"T'he besiegers took possession of Clenghfoot
—and the chief men of the party remained
in it during the night, while a portionof their
followers occupied the court-yard, andothers
with their horses rewmained on the morass,~—
Archy and his mother were turned from their
dwelling, and placed under a guard upon
the moss, where they remained throughout
the mght ; and in the morning Cleughfoot
was biown up before them. They were con-
veyed asprizoners to Sir William Selby,who
had fixed his quarters near Langholm.

% Whom do ye bring me here?’ inquired
the new made knight—"a wite and bairn I—
hae ye been catching sparrows and let the

eagle escape 7 Whar hae ye the head and
the hand o’ the outlaw 7

# Troth, Sir Knight,” replied an officer,
“ and his nead is where it shouldna be—on
his ain shouthers. At the darkenin’ he esca~
ped upon the moss ; three troopers, guided by
a muffler and a sluth-dog, pursued him; an’
as we crossed the bog this mornin’, we found
ane o the troop sank to the middle in’t, and
his horse below him—and far’r on were the
dead hodies o’ the other twa, the sluth-dog
and the mufled man. I am zorry,therefore,
to inform you, Sir Knight, that Sandy Arm-
strong has escaped, but we hae made a bon-

* The wives and daughters of the Borderers at this period wore numerous trinkets—spoils
Jdoubt presented them by their hushands and wooerg. e



