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savo Jesus Christ, and him crucified. Ho resolved to spend, and
to be spent in the service of his divine Master. Ho counted not
his life dear to him, so that ho might finish his courss with joy,
and the ministry which ho had received of the Lord Jesus to tes.
tify tho gospel of the grace of God.t

Tho religion of tho apostlc was as unlike that of tho mere spiri-
tual sentimentalist as it possibly could be. Ho did not mercly
talk of the love of Christ, but demonstrated by his devotedness
to the scrvice of the Great Redeemer, that ho was habitually in-
fluenced by the constraining power of that love. He did not
nicrely talk of the value of souls, but his heart’s desiro, and
prayer to Almighty God, for sinners, was, that thcy might bo
saved ;* and knowing, that there was no other name given under
heaven, among men, whereby they could be saved, but the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazarcth, he was instant in scason, and out of
scason, in cxhibiting the glory and the grace of this all sufficient
Saviour.

The apustle had received a commission, from the Great Head
of the church, to preach among the Gentiles that gospel, by which
alone they could be turned from dumb idols, to serve the living
God. He was engaged in performing, the arduous duties, involv.
ed in this commission, when he arrived at the city of Athens
—a city, which, at the timo it was visited by the apostle, was
one of the most renowned for the taste, the learning, and tho po-
liteness of its inhabitants, Itsarchitccture was of the most polished
and magnificent order. Its philosophy was tho theme of univer-
sal admiration. Every art and science which at that period, con-
tributed to the comfort and refinement of mankind, was liberally
patronized by its rich and prosperous population ; and nothing of
a temporal kind scemed to be wanting, to constitute it a city
which the Lord had blessed. But there was one thing in which
it was deficient; or rather, it was distinguished by one parti-
cular, which was hike a foul blot upon & very lovely picture, or a
disgusting ulcer upon a beautcous body. Athens was as muc
distingushed by 1ts idolatry, as by its devotedness to art and
science ; and many of its most splendid edificcs were as much the
monuments of its folly, as of its genius, wealth and greatness. In
the language of the sacred historiun, it was a city wholiy given
20 1dolatry; and, on this account, the apostle’s spirit was_stirred
within him. He not only mourned over its ignorunce and impie-
ty, but he felt himsclf most powerfully constrained to instruct its
dveluded inhabitants in the truths of the guspel—at once expusing
the worthlessness of the gods, 1n whom ticy trusted, and preach.
ing to them * Jesus, and the Resurrection.”#

ut supposing that unly onc-half of the inhabitants of Athens
had been rdolaters, are we to imagine that the apustle would have
been indifferent about the salvation of that half? Are we to im-
agine that he would have passed them by, with sclf-complacent
derision, or with unfechng contcmpt, Like that with which the
Levite is represented as treating his fellow-Jew, who had beeu
robbed and beaten 7t The apustle too well knew the value of a
single soul, to suppose, that Ins sympathicswerc uncalled for—that
his henevolent exertions were unnecessary, in short, that his work
was done while one smaer remamed to be converted to Christ, and
to be blessed with the enjoyment of his favour.

Now, Athens, although™ it was a large and populous city, was
not to be compared, as regards the number of its inhabitants, with
the vast and tcemng metropolis of the Bntsh empirc. In the
time of Demosthenes, its population s said to have been but one
hundred and sixteen thousand. What then may we suppose
would be the feelings of the apostle, were he now to witness the
almost countless thousands who fill the squarcs and streets, the
Iancs, the alleys, and the courts of Liondon; and who, if not ido.
laters by namo, are, to an extent which cannot, be contemplated
by the Chnstian without horror, the vicims of a far morc debas.
sing, irrational and loathsome idolatry, than was ever professed by
the most deluded and ignorant Athenian ?

The idolatry of Athens einbedied itsclf in statues which were
the noblest productions of human art; and in temples whose
magnificence was at least calculated to expand and elevate, n
some measure, the minds of those who beheld them. It is true
that it gave a sanction to some forms of sensuality which are ob-
noxious to both the letter and spirit of our holy religion; but the
idolatry to which multitudes around us are devoted, 18 associated
with everything that is most horrifying in cruelty—most degradin
in the prostitution of mental endowments-——most impious in xebeﬁ
lion agamnst God, and most vile and revoltng mn all thuse vices
which are hostile to the true dignity and happiness of man.
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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

. Docs tho reader ask whero this idolatry isto bo found ? Alag$
it is possible to be so familiar with an cvil, as to cease to regard it
as such. By cons(antgr guzing on deformity we may find it to
becomo attractive ; and by long.continued intercoursc with vice,
we may beled to catcem it virtuo. And it is to bo fearcd that
many whose hearts aro stirred within them to feel tho deepest
compassion for the heathen in distant lands, can look unmoved,
upon that hideous mass of idolatry at home, which, while it is up.
held by millions, and by tho sacrifice of all that is noble and pre.
cious, is constantly hurrying its victims to the same doom which
awaits the murderer, the blasphemer and the infidel.
Intemperance is the idolatry of Britain ; and in London alone,
there are, at this moment, far more who arc wholly given up to
this idolatry, thaun constituted the cntire population of Athens,
when its spiritual condition moved the compassion and the zcal
of the great Apostle. Strong drinks have been opr idols for
ages; and so great is the veneration of the multitude for these
idols, that for the sake of thein, they will banish every affection
for the Creator from their hearts, and sacnifice all that is most va.
luable with a degree of prodigality which was never surpassed by
the most devoted worshipper of a Jupiter, a Baal, or a Kali. Theso
arc statements which, if truc, ought surcly to awaken the most
intcnse anxietics of the Christian Professor. Let us then cen.
didly examine into the truth of them, that, if found to be correct
we may at once be led to inguire, by what means the evil may
be removed and thus, its dreadful cunsequences be averted.

INTEMPERANCE POSSESSES ALL THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF
1DOLATRY.
Tt arises from an unnatural craving, not merely for a creature,
but for & purcly human invention ; and in addition to this, it isthe |
violation of every law by which the Creator would have us govern

L | both mind and body for hisglory, and our own happiness. Ifan

inordinate desire for those objects which in themselves, are law.
ful and necessary, be idolatry—if covetousncss contains the ele.
ments of this dreadful sin, and that it docs se, we have the plainest
statements of the sacred Scriptures to assure us,* can anything be
more essentially idolatrous, than that homage which a man renders
to intoxicating drink when he allows it to do violence to the laws
of his physical constitution—to subvert the empire of reason, and
to banish the love of God from his soul 7+ Shall an individual be
chargeable with idolatry, because, while ignorant of tho unseen
but Omnipresent God, he invests the glowing sun with divine at.
tributes, or bows himself down before the brightness of the silvery
monn; and shall that man be judged free from idolatry who re.
signs his whole being to the influence of intoxicating drinks—who
says, by the praises he heaps upon them—by the wealth he de.
votes to their service,and by the frequency y#th which he courts
their favour, ¢ Ye are my gods?”

1t is not the picture, the statue, the altar, or the temple, which
the idolater may reverence, that gives birth to the sin of idolatry.
These things are but the visible signs of that alienation of the
heart, from the living and true God, which preceded their exis
tence. They are but the symbols of erroneous principles, and
perverted affections ; and the idolatry of the inner man has often
subjugated every power and feeling and sentiment to itself, while
its existence has been unattested %y any statue or altar or tem-
ple, or priesthood.

But the idolary of intemperance is not merely a sin of the
heart—it is not merely the going forth of the soul after a crea-
ture, to the ncglect of the Creator. The subject of this sin, is
subject to it in body, soul and spirit; and wherever its votaries,
exist in any number, and are permitted to follow out the sugges.
tions of their depraved desires, they give the most substantial |
proofs of their devotion to their idols,—proofs, as obvious as any’
which demonstrated tothe mind of the Apostle, that Athens wasa
city wholly given to idolatry.

The Intemperance of Britain is distnguisked by all the
external characters, which have ever marked the most imposing
or ofrensive forms of idolatry

1.—17 18 DISTINGUISHED BY ITS TEMPLES.
These are now far more numerousthan the sanctuaries of God;*

* ¢ Drunkenness isa flattering devll, a sweet poison, a pleasant 6ing
which whosoever hath, hath not himself ;--which whosoever doth commity
committeth not a singls sin, but becomes the centre, and the slave, of ali
manaer of sin..’ St, Augustine,

t Col, iit. 5, *1In Engiand and Walesthere arc one hundred thousand '



