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brought to bear upon the interests of the Con-
gregation represented by us.

These have been much promoted by your ex-
ertions both in your public and private capac-
ity, as a member of Church Courte and asa
member of this Congregation, by the time you
willingly devoted and the liberality with which
you were always ready to countribute of your
means.

Wearc awaroe that the diffusion of knowledge,
the maintenance of religious ordinances and
specially the interests of this Congregation
are objects dear to you. We know that the per-
formance of your religiouc and social duties
yiclds preseat fruit in the approbation of a
good conscience: but at the same time the
Session feel that they owe it to themselves as
well as to you to present this expression of
their esteem for you as one of their number,
the value they attach to your services and
their best wishs for yourself and family.

Should it be the will of Prosidence to re-
unite us at any time in the bonds of Christian
fellowsbip, it will afford unqualified pleasure to
every member of Sessios, and, we are sure, to
every member of the cungregation represented
by us. Meanwbiie tbat ‘“ the Lord may bless
you and keep you” is our earnest prayer.

Signed,
JAMES PATTERSON, Moderator.
GEORGE HAMILTON,
DONALD McFEE, Elders.
HUGH MERLIN,
THOMAS KYLE,

Reply by Dr. Verity :—

To the Rev. James Patterson and tke other
Members of the Scssion of St. Audrew's Church,
Hemmingford.

GENTLEMEN :—Accept my grateful ac-
knowledgements for your kind address on the
occasion of my leaving your neighbourhood,
and believe me, if any thing could soothe the
bitter pangs caunscd by the rupture of the
ties which bound us so intimately together, I
should find it in the tender and syinpathising
tone in which you address mc on this painful
occasion.

You have been pleased to notice the exert-
jons I made, to promote the spiritual and tem-
poral welfare of our Church at Hemmingford,
and have indulgently overestimated the servi-
ces I rendered the Congregation : certainly
this work has bren to me a Iabour oflove : but
I claim no higher merit in this matter than
an honest and hearty endeavour to do all in my
power to forward the interests of the Church
and Congregation with which I was so inti-
mately connccted, conscious however of many
shoricomings and much weakness in the dis-
charge of those important duties which devolv-
¢d upon me.

While thus viewing my feeble cfforts as a
daty, I have ever csteemed it a high Christian
privilege that I Liave been permitied, by the
Great Head of the Church, to devoto my
humble talents to His service in thug promo-
tiag the spiritual welfare of our Church.

Though abseat in body, I hope cver to be
present with you all in spirit, and shall watch
your progress with the deepest interest and
anxiety ; sincerely rejoicing to know that the
Church is flourishing, and that its members
are increasing in spiritual light and knowledge.
And pow, my Christian friends, ood bye. That
God may watch overyou and yours, and * stab-
Jisk you in every good word and work,” is the
prsyer of

Your sincere friend,

Ferp. Strrir Vemrr, Buprr.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.,

PORT HOPE CONGREGATION.

Porr Hork, Manrcn 30, 1861.
(To the Editor of the Precbyterian.)

As many of your readers have contrib-
uted to the erection of the chureh in
ry’ort Hope, it may be pleasing for them to
hear we are progressing. On Friday even-
ing, the 20th of March, a soirce was held
m the Town Iall in aid of the building-
fund of St. Andrew’s Church, It was a
decided success. The attendance was
very large, the Town Hall being crowdei
1o its utmost capacity.  Refreshments were
served at half-past 6 o'cleck ard it was the
unanimous verdict of the assembly that
the Jadies had catered admirabiy for the
occasion. The Rev. David Camclon, the
pastor of the congregation, presided. The
first speaker was the Rev. Mr. Hunt, min-
ister of the Wesleyan Church. His sub-
Jjeet was ¢ Christian Union.” His address
was such as to interest and gratity the au-
dience.

Mr. Cameclon’s theme was the * Present
joys and future giories of Religion.” The
Reverend gemleman said that, what-
cver the wor'd may say or think of Reb-
gion 1t was that which exalted the mind
and raised man to the dignity, purity, and
blesserdness of angels. It is pure and un-
defiled religion that makes life a pleasure,
death a gain, and cternity a feast of per-
petual joy. How great the joy that these
words of the apostle should impart to the
believer, ** He that spared not His own
Son but delivered Hin up to death
for us all, how shall He not also with Xy
freely give us all things 1  Langnage
cannct express the Jove nor can the mind
fully compreheud the magnitude of the
blessings which these wonds unfuld to men,
It for our sake He gave His Son, what is
there of the works of His hands that e
will withhold 7 The universe and all that
it contains woukd be but an insignificant
pledge of His love and goodness compared
with what we have in the gift of His Son
Who have the same raous for rejoicing
that the recipients of such blessings and
the heirs of such precious promises have!?
The joy of the sinner, the laughtr of the
fool, may at times be Joud and buisterous;
hut it is of short duration and leaves no

leasing influences behind.  Even the pen-
1tential tears of the believer have more of
real joy and gladness than the ungodly
when their om and wine do most abound.

But ®iiy should the sons of God cver
be sad ? It surcly does not become those
to be sad who are possessed of all things.
* All things,” savs the apostie, © are yours,
for ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God's”
Is it becoming in those to weep at whose
conversion angels rqjoiced, and sang their
hyinas of praise, making the arches of
Heaven resound with their songs of glad-
ness, and this becanse & soul was raised
from death and made an heir of glory ¢
Sball we envy those who are possessed of
earthly bopours, secing that we belong 1o

the royal family of Hesven, being denomi-
nated kings and priests unto God? It
surely dues not become those to mourn
the luss of earthly possessions who know
that, there is reserved in Heaven for them
an iphentance that is incorruptible and
undefiled and that fadeth not away. Such
are some of the reasons why the people
of God in time should always rejoice.
But, when faith penetiates the veil which
concesls from the present the future
jovs and glories of the Redeemer, what
a perpetual feast of happiness awaits us
there! Not one of the least of the joys of
Heaven will be the re-union of neur and
dear friends. The fiee intercourse with
the ancient and modern worthies of our
race will form also a principal ingredient
in the happiness of Heaven. But our in-
tercourse in Heaven will not be confined
to these. We will at least be peimitted
to associate with angels, and it may be to
learn from them the history of the uni-
verse.  Mr. Camelon concluded by patheti-
cally appealing to those who looked for-
ward to such joys to be earnest and dili-
gont in advancing the work of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom.

The Rev. Mr. Baird and Professor
Youung also delivered suitable addresses for
the oceasion,

The receipts amounted to $104. The
amount «delivered over to the Treasurer of
the Building Committ-c was 893, thus
leaving a net profit of $93.

We understand that the ladies of this
congregation are also engaged in ge'ting
up a bazaar, which is to come off in June
or July. N

1 am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
R. G. McLarex..

PRESBYTERY OF GUELPH.

The ordinary meeting of this Preshytery
was held at Guelph upon the 10th ult.
Sederunt. The Rev. Jawnes Thom, Moder-
ator ; George Macdonuell and Juhn Hogy,
Ministers 3 Messts. Fordyce and McCres,
Ruling Elders.  After having been consti-
tuted and former minutes read :

A letter from Mr. Hay, apologizing for
absence on account of the state of the ronls,
was read. The excuse was sustawmed. A
commission from the Kirk Session of Galt,
appointing Mr. David Rintoul as represen-
tauve elder, was handed in by Mr. Hogg.
A letter was read from the Colomal Com-
mitiee, in reply to the Presbyterv's appli-
cation for a mnssionary, to the cffect that
the Committee cannot promise immediate
aid.

Messts. Thom, Hogg and Macdonnel),
reported that they had fulfitled their re-
spective appointments at Galt.

A letter was read from the Clerk of the
Presbytery of Bathur®t respecting Mr.
Thomson. The Presbytery resolved to
give Mr. Thomson & new sppointment, 30



