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LETTER FROM MISS BLACKADDER.

Tacariaua, Dec 26, 1889.

Dear MR. Scorr :

I send you a few items that may be of wse
and interest to our home friends.

Ihave been very well since X returned from
Canada, one day 1 was unable to bein my
schoulroom. Tho’ I donot like this part of
the Island, yet the last few months have
been a period of deep enjoyment, and per-
fect happiness in my chosen work.

Our school is well attended, the average
since my return has been over cne hundred.
We hope to have a still larger number out
the coming year. Iam sorry tosay we can
hear of no change for the better in “our
school law. I refer to a compulsory clause.
So we must just go on the old way round,
begging and fighting them out.

Our Sunday School has done well. We
have had out as many as 200 to a Sunday
service. Our Thursday evening prayer-meet
ing has been well attended, from 40 to 73,
even young children take a pact, read, siug,
or recite.  We have some who attend this
gathering on Thursday who do not come out
any other time.

Qur evening school has been small, but we
hope the time has not been lost.

As we have some land near the school-
house, I have allowed the boys to take a
small plot for themselves, they have planted
vegetables and flowers, take a great interest
in their weork. and really work hard, so the
grounds are kept clean without much ex-
pense.

We have had eleven young people in my
home for I.nger or shor tcr}u1~iol]s since my
roturn. We have had sevénty-four girls in
school this year, and one hundred and twen-
ty-three hoys. We have had five over 135
years of age in school, eleven from 12 to 15
years, thirty-four, 9to 12; forty-nine from
7 to 9; sixty-five from 5 to 7, and thity-
seven under 5 years of age.

You see how young and small the great
number must be. The parents of these
children have mostly been laborers on es-

tates, some shopkeepers,-owneis of land, and.

other occupatiens. Miss Tait, Alfred Rich-
ards, have been faithful helpers, Inhnoigh
Adam, and Gurnorran have done well as
monitors. Thanks ave ane to Mr. J. Mitch-
ell for kindly interest and generous contri-
bution. To Mr. T. Pile, of Dinsley Estate,
for a fence, kindly given by that gentleman,
to enclose our school ground.

Dr. Murray, of Tunapuna, has kindly and
generously attended our household, wvhen in
need of medical aid. Mrs. T. Warner has
also kindly assisted us with our Christmas
treat. I do not think there are uny other

items of interest that I can now sond. Wo
find the poems and stories of the RECORD,
und childrens’ paper very useful.
Hoping you are in tha enjoyment of health
and prosperity.
I am yours gincerely,
A. L. M. BLACKADDER.

A SHOxT SKETCH OFF MY LIFE.

Mrs. Morton has kindly forwarded to us
the following sketch, written, at their re-
quest, by a young man who recently came
from Iundia.to Trinidad, and who is now em
ployed as a teacher inone of Mr. Mor-
ton’s schoula. It speaks for itself. —Eb.

I was born at Allahabad in India in the
year 1866 of Mahommedan paventage. My
Father’s nameis Abdullah, and he trained
me up in his religion and when I was about
10 years of age he sent me down to Calcutta
to learn English, The fivst acquaintance I
made at Caleutta was with one Mahomme-
dan named Abdul Roof who used to teach
me.
\When I reached the ag.e of 151 found out
that this my friend used to go to one Dr.
Thorburn a Methodist Bishop and receive
instructions fromn him as regards the religion
of the Bible and after a period of 6 months
he got baptized by the said Bishop with the
name of Alexander Ruffe.

Istilllived with him and one day he asked
me to become a Christian. I told bim
that I could never do so, because I was fully
persuaded that Mahommed was sent of God
to 1eform Judaism or Christianity which were
..rrupted by their followers.

After a short time I left his company and
travelled to my Dbirth place. One day I
went for a ramble to the Bazagand a colpor-
teur gave me a tract oun Walayat ali, the
Shaleid, whieh means the martyr, I there
read how that he wasputto amosterucl death
for his denial of Mahommed and acceptance
of Christ. That little tract baunted me day
and night, with the words : “*False prophet.”
I then came to Calcutta and this time I
formed my ‘acquaintance with the late Rev.
P. S. Smith of blessed memory who step by
step cleared every difficulty I had as regards
Christ and His religion, and was baptized
by hirn on the 20th of March 1885.

After my baptism he kept me with him
and gave me work in the Oxford Mission
Book Depot. After his death the Depot was
abolished and the Rev. C. W. Townsend,
Superior of the Mission sheltered me. Dur-
ing that time I worked under Mr. J, Angier,
a builder and contractor, who failed in bus.
iness and I was thus left without any work
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