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yancouver Ialand is separated frown
e madniand of Brtish Columbia and
he state of Washlngton by Queed
~hariotte Bound and the Stralts of
ieorgla and San Juan de Fuca. The
\victuria Colonist has the following to
iy about Rs carly history,

Ta 1592 Juan de Fuca salled into the
<tralts which bear his name and he
aas probably the first white man who
<.t foot on Vancouver Island. Juan
ferez anchiored in Nootka Sound In
1774, Captaln James Cook followed
rom 1578, and in 1788 Capt. Meares
~atabllshed o trading post there which
was afterwards seizel by Don Lstevan
Martinez, in the name ©of the King of
spain. but restored to Great Britaln
in 17, Captaln George Vamncouver,
+o whom was centrusted the arranging
of detalls of the Spunish evacuation of
Nootka, made a ocomplete survey of
<he straits In 1702-3 and estadblished
the existence of Vancouver JIsland—~
previously it had been acoepted as a
porton of the mainland.  Aihough
vislted by many adventurers in scarch
of furs In the intervening yeurs 1 avas
not till 1842 that a permanent settle-
ment was made at Camosun, of Fort
Rupert, (now Victoria) by tho Hud-
son's Bay Company. In 1849 the Is-
land was created a crown  colony.
which was granted representative gov-
ernment tn 1836, Two wars later
vancouver Isiand Jolned wvith New
(aledunia (the present British Colum-
bia mainland) and <he two wore aveld-
=1 by royal proclamation tnto the
crown colopy of British  Columbla
which became a province of the Do-
minfon of Canada in 1S71.

The coast lne is indented with deep
bays and lung arms of the sea running
miles inland, many of them affordng
safe anchorage for the largest ocean
vessels. Tha island 13 285 miles In
length and 80 mikas at its greatest
preadsh, contalning an area of 16400
square miles. This I8 covered for the
most part vith magnificent forests of
fir. and it s not uncommon to see logs
Some of these tnees grow o enormous
tize, especially the cedar and Douglas
iir, anaG it 1s not uncommon to see logs
200 to B00 feet long, ranging from O
feet to H0 feet In otrcumference at the
base. There are saw mills at several
points throughout the Island, but with
e or Lwo exceptions these cut only
»nough lumber to supply the local
trade. In addition 1o the dimber tim-
its held by these miHs and by speoula-
wrs there are large extenis of fine
timber still to be had and the facilities
tor manufacturing lumber are so very
favoradble that it is surprising there
are mot more mils being operated.
The largest mill on the Island. and
in fact one of the largest on the Pacitic
coast, ds situated at Chemainus, =a
town on the llne of the rall-
way, o2 miles from Victoria, where
there {s a very fine hartor, The mill
has o capacity of about 350000 feet
per day, giving employment to about
A0 hands.  The lumber 18 praotically
all shipped .to forelgn parts, as the
double handling, rendered necessary
on account of the lack of direct rall-
way accommodation, prevents shipping
to western or eastern Canadian poimts,
It would be expected that land which
¢an produce such emormous trées as
are found here would be very rich and
whene cleanings have Veen made aud
¢rops sown this has been found to be
the case as large ylelds have resulted,
Farm'ng operations, however, are siill
conducted on a_very small scale, due
fargely to the Inbor and expense neces-
sarv to clear the land of the heavy
growth of timber. Many farms, or
ranches, have been taken up and parts
of them are belng cultivated with very
satisfactory  results. Grains and
vezetables of almost all kinds do well
and such fruits as plums, chernics, ap-
ples, pears and the smaller varletles
grow to good Slze and mature well,
whHe many other varietles ar} grown
with varying success. A ready wmar-
ket at good prices is at all times found
clote a2 hand and as the lumber and
mining resources are further develop-
&d a much -arger market will  of
course, be created. R. E. Gownell,
writing 4n his Year Book of British
Co.umbla, has the following to say re-
garding the agricultural conditions on
the British Columbia lJower mainland,
appiving also to Vancouver Island:

\ decidedl humid atmosphere,
a good dead of raln during
th- winter months, no extremes of
heat or cold, & long growing season.
oo nights and profuse vegetation. It
Is scarcely necessary to explain the
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effeets of such conditions—~tree growth
is generally greatly stimulated; roots
amd  vegetables tflourish; the softer
gralng, such as oats and barley, yield
1argely and grow to great perfectlon;
grass-s are abundant: frults, such as
pears, chierrlies and  plums and all
smalt fruMts are practically Indigen-
ous to the soll and yield enormously;
tiowers, especially roses, and all the
k00d old-fashivned vartetles, are pro-
fuse bloomwrs, and shrubbery is dense.
It Is a country of great growth, and
where fertile sofl ddeposits exist no
belter results can be had anywhere.
Unfortunately, the beneficlal effect of
the climate in contributing such rav-
orable conditions {8 accompanied by
corresponding  disadvantages In  the
creatinn of dens» forests and thick and
heavy undergrowth, In  encournging
the growth of weeds and in the propa-
gation of inscct pests and plant dis-
eases once they have found a  foot-
hold. Under average conditlons, to
clear a farm for cultivation requires
much more labor than it does to keep
it In o clean, hvalthy condition. Eter-
nal vigllance is the price of immunity
from weeds gecond growth and Insect
pests,  On the other hand extensive
farming glves wonderful results.”

The government has been taking
steps of late with a view to the ex-
termination of these inscot pests and
has becn ehle to do considerable good
in this regara.

In the mining world Vancouver
Island has long %Yeen known for
its coal deposits and during the
last few years Its metailiferous
ores have ‘been  attracting at-
tentlon. The first recorded discovery
of coal was made in 1830 on the east
coast near the north ernd of the island.
About 1830 another deposit was found
at Nanalmo and after a few years
the Vancouver Coal company was
formeqd to operate it and it is still be-
Ing worked by the New Vancouver
Coanl, Mining and Land company, oh
an extensive scale. In 186U the Wel-
lington mine, near this polnt, was dis-
covered by the Jate Hon, Robt. Duns-
mulr, and has been steadlly worked
unt!l last year, when It was closed
down on account of the exhaustion of
the scam. The Unlon Colllery com-
pany's mine, ncar Comox, was dis-
covered in 1870. This covers 300
square miles and Js one of th~ best
steam coals {n the world, and {8 also
A& good coking coal. It has been
worked since 1887 and is sald to be
practicably fnexhaustible. The Ex-
tension mine, near Nanalmo, though
only started in 1898, Is one of the
largest producers on the igland, some
S00 hands being employvd. Estimates
made of the amount of coal in this de-
posit show that there i3 sufliclent
known of mnow to dast for 35 years,
shipping at the rate of 2000 ions a
day, and it is confidently expected
that other bodies of coal will be dis-
covered as work proceeds.

It has been proven beyond a doubt
that there are extensive deposits of
gold, silver, copper and iron through-
out this Istand, but umtil the last two
or three years little or nothing has
been done to prove the value of these.
In the locality tributary to the San
Juan sver, In the A%bernl district,
along the Bear and Elk rivers and in
many other localities gold quartz has
been discovered in paying quantities.
Placer gold has also been found in
most of the streams and considerable
sums of money have been recovered
in the past and even yet Chinese are
making falr wages in some localitles.
Coppér leads carrying gold and silver
in paying quantities have been found
in geveral localities and large deposits
of iron have also been located. but
while many of these arc doubtless
rlch propertles it seems to be a difil-
cult matter to get the capital neces-
sary to open them up. Some progress
i3 being made toward this end, how-
ever, and after two or three mines
have reached the dividend paying
stage it will have the effect of bring-
ing in the capltal necessary to work
other dlaims. The Lenora mine,
on Mount Slcker. has been shipping
ore for & year or more and over T,
tons have been sent to the smelter.
The maln ore body is well defined for
at least 700 fect, ranglng in width
from five t0 thirty-five feet. A large
amount of development work has been
done §n the way of tunnels, cross cuts,
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cte., exposing an Inunense quantity of
ote.  Assays are sald te have shown
as high as $130 (n gold, or $520 a all,
to the ton, taking the gold, sliver and
copper. Near this are the Tyhee and
the Key City claims on which consld-
erabie work has been done, more in the
way of development.

The Isquimalt and Nanalmo Rall-
way runs from Victorla to Welllngton,
a  distance of seventy-elght miles,
touching at scveral towns and cltles.

The flrst and  most imporuwng of
these Is sictorie,  the toungation ot
this city may be sald to have been lald
in 1848 when the iudsons isay co.
c3tapiished 1 fort on the preseme ate.
For n number of yeurs no Iurther pro-
Bress was made towards bullding up o
town, but In 1d2 some streets were
surveyed and by 1Sul the popuiation
had graduany inereused to S,uul. Al
times the population was greatly tn
excess of this ligure, as the excttemens
caused vy the discovery of gold tn the
Cariboo country and on some of the
creeks on Vancouver island and the
maln.ana attracted large numbers of
adventurers who came to Victoria tv
outitt so that on these occasions par-
ticulariy, this was a very busy Diace.
At the present time Victorla is one or
tne most tmportant citles on the Pacl-
flc slope of North Amerlea. It has a
goodly number of wholesale esrabie
ments which are on undisputable - 4td
financial fouting and which transact a
large business all over British Colum-
bla. ‘Lhere are a number of Important
manufacturing interests also, such as
soap works, paint works, biscult and
confectionery factorles, sawmllls,
foundrles, oatmeal mill, etc. The re-
turns for the ftiscal year ending June
30, 1000, show that the total value of
goods enterod at this port was $3,38Y,-
S11 und the exports amounted to $2,-
051034, The transactions of the Vlic-
toria clearing house for 1900 amounted
to $3L2U5,000. The business men here
are badly bandicapped by lack of rail-
way connection with the mainlang,
but once this is established goods can
be shipped at much less expense and
with greater dispatch. Good reason
has been glven for entertaining the
hope that this rallway accommodation
will be provided in the near future,

It would be hard, !If not impossibie,
to find a more dosiradble place of resi-
dence than at Victorla, and the per-

son who could find fauit
with the climate and situ-
atlon here need hardly expect
to be satisfled In this world. It i3 a

beautiful spot at almost all times of
the year, but panticularly so during the
spring and summer months, when the
wealth of flowers, trees and shrubbery
s such that the alr Is almost too heavy
with their odor. Nearly every dweli-
ing in the, city 13 surrounded by a gar-
den, and,” whether large or smalil, the
best use 1s made of the space, mawy
of the places being exceedingly beautt-
ful. There are many lovely recreation
haunts in the near vicinity, principat
among which are Beacon HIill park,
‘The Gorge, Oak Bay, Esquimalt har-
bor, which i3 the headquarters for the
Pacific squadron: Mount Tolmle and
many other places which can be easily
reached by carriage, blcycle, in boaws
or on foot. Although Beacon Hill park
may not contaln as many acres us
some other places can claim, still it
makes up for any lack there may be
in this respect by its own beauty, as
well as by the magnlficent view of
occan, mountain and valley which 1t
commands and by the invigorating
freshness of the ocean breezes, Vie-
torla has many fine bulldings, chief
among which are the provinclal gov-
ernment bufldings. There s a total
disregard here for the rules usually
governing the bullding up of & modemn
city, the largest and finest buildings
being in some cases surrounded by old,
tumble-doyn shacks which have a
tendency to glve visitors a wrong im-
pression of Victorla.

Leaving Victorla the {first town
reached {8 Duncans, 40 miles distant.
It is the centre for a large agricul-
tural district, where farming opera-
tions are very successfully carried on,
vegetables, druits and gralns all pro-
ducing large ylelds. Dairying has for
years recelved a large proportion of
the farmer's attention, and as a re-
sult a large creamery was erected at
Dunoans gome four years ago, the out-
put of which has Dbeen steadily in-
creasing and last year over 71,000 ITbs.
ot butter were made. ‘This locality has
such a pleasing appearance and
gives to the visttor such 3 sense of
quiet and comfort that he Is loath to
leave. The district s well lald out
with good roads and anany pleasant
drives are to be had. Then too, this
38 a famed resort for flshermen and
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hunters. There are two or three Jakes
and several strewms In the vicinity of
Duneans which furnish  good tiout
fishing and fn the woods and  hills
there i3 both large fnd small game.
Near this place there are some of the
beat timber tHinlts on the §sland and
u  saw il Is belng operated about
three milles from the town. Another
gource of revenue s the Mount Stcker
mines, fiom which 2 considerable
amount of business Is already received
and this I3 certatn to inereage la vol-
ume as the mining operatjons are ox-
tended,

Clhiemainus 13 12 miles further on
The most hmpurtant fuctor in the life
of this town is the large saw mill of
230,000 feet per day capacity. A large
number of men are employed about
the miil and lumber camps and create
a <onsiderable amount of business for
the two or three stores here,

Ladysmith 13 the youngest town on
the line, having been started ondy
about a year ago. ‘This town i3 locat-
¢d on Oyster Harbor, and I3 the ship-
ping point of the conl from the Exten-
ston mines. A large proportion of the
munt working in these mines lives In
Ladysmith and the coal company run
speelal tralng 10 and from the mines
for thelr accommodation. Magnificent
wharves and bhunkers have becn bulilt
and while a large shipping -trade s
already done, {t Is expected that this
will be greatly Increased before long.
The business men have hopes of sce-
curing other enterprises which wil
bring trade to this place, but even
though these should not  materialize
they have o sure source of revenue
from the business resulting from the
oparations of the coval company.

Nanaimo s the last point of fmport-
ance on this line, und Is well to the
top among the citles of British Colum-
Lla as regards size and volume of
business transacted. Jt has a  popu-
latlon of about 5,000, and Is particu-
larly weli favored in regard to Its ree
tall stores, which are large and are
stocked with goods of the best vars
lety. It has a charming location, be-
ing bullt on ristng ground over-fooke
ing & very Veautiful harbor, which at-
fords safe anchorage for all classes of
vessels.  The «own Itself contains
many pretty houses and gardens, al-
though there does noi apperr to have
been a great deal of uttention given
to this, many of the residents, no
doudt, belng well satisfled with the
natural beautfes of the place. Some
ot the butldings are large and substan-
tlal, particularly among the business
‘houses, and the post otfice and court
house would be & credit to any place.

‘The coal mining industry forms al-
most the entire support of Nanalino.
This Industry has assumed enorinous
ptoportions and vess:zs may be seen
almost any day loading with coal for
foreign shipment. ‘L'his is the coaling
statlon for the Pacific squadron.

A good agricultural district sur-
rounds Nanaimo, Hut it would scem
that this 1S not made use of to the
exient that the conditions would war-
rant and large supplics of farm pro-
duce have to be lmported which might
caslly be supplicd from the adjoining
district.

There are several manufacturing in-
dustries at this place, mcluding a
foundry, sanv mill, shoe factory., thres
brewerles, an  aerated water factory.
ete, There are electric Hight, gas, tele-
phone and water works systems, the
latter having been recently acquired
by the city. A board of trade which
was formed last year has been doing
good work.

Progress In the development of the
respuries of Vanwuser siand  has
been very slow, but during the last
year or two o step in the rjght dtrec-
tion has been taken and it would scem
as if the residents have at last awake-
ancd to o realization of the vast
wealth of mine and forest by which
they are surrounded.

A drunken man was once lodged in
the cell of a Scotch country police sta-
tion, when he made a tremendous nolse
by kicking the cell door with ‘his
heavy, hob-nafled boots, The con-
stadle who had charge of the police
station, going to the cell dvor, opened
tt a little and said.  “Man, ye micht
pit aff yer buits, and I'll gl¢ them a
hR rub, so that ye'll be respectable-
1ike when ye come up afore the ballle
the qnorn**  The pnisoner, flattered at
¢he request, at once complied, and only
gan his mistake when the constable
ehut the door upon him, saying coolly:
“Ye can kick awa’ noo', my man, as
tong as yv like.”



