whereas the natural inereare should
have been more than equal to the reas.
onable consumption of thmbor for ovur
present llmited population.

While the great destruction of forest
wealth by fire s a matter of
much regrev, it is not yet too Jate
to mant eirenuous  efforts tvo pres
serve what remains, and every action
ont the part of the government in this
direction winh be welcomed. There is
ne reason by Canada  stould 0t
mawmntalt  for all time, Jarge forest
areas, even in the great pralrie re-
gions of the weeot. Lands which are
unfit for agriculture after heing clear-
ed, wilt nevertheless produce valuavle
growthe of timber. Where lands are
very rougl. or  biroken, or otherwise
unsulie  for agriculture, it would
prohuliy bz the best policy to set
apart such districts as forest reserves,
Under proper restrictions as to the
cutting of timixr asd protection {rom
fre, these forest reserves could he
maintained permiuently.

The ouestion of protecting some of
our wiid animais {rom extermination
could aise be concluered in conuection
withh the forest reserves, Yy making
spetial regulations for vhe protection
of wild animals in’ such reserves.

TRADING STAMPS.

The trading stamp did not last long
in Vancouver. Our letter from Van-
couver last week explained why and
how the arrapgement was come to to
drop the usc of trading stamps, Itwas
found that in lines such as groeeries,
where the margin of profit is so small
as to render it barely possible vo carry
on busincss profitably, the trading
stamp proved virtually the iaststraw
to break the camel's back. Wiscly the
business men came to the conclusion,
before i. was too late, to discontinue
the use of the stamps, Some of the
rotal!l dealers were unable to meet
their paper, and the cause was attri.
buted to trading stamps. The whole.
salers took up the matter, called o
meeting of wholesale and retail deal-
ers to discuss the question, with the
result that an agrcement was made
to give up the use of trading stamps.

The Commercial does not oppose the
giving ol discounts for cash, under
reasonable conditions, We do say,
however, that therz is a much more
businesslike way of giving discounts
theu by tho use of trading stumps.
The trading stamp system is wrong
in principle and i¢ is unfair both to
the customer and the dealer. If the
consumer who pays cash is entitled to
a discount at all he is entitled to the
full amount of the discount. Under the
trading stamp system, a third party
steps in between the merchaut and his
customer and takes a share of the
profit arising from the transaction.
This is so mauifestly wrong in prin.
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ciple, that it 13 a wonder merchants
will consider the use of trading stamps
at all, much less encournge thelr use.

PROPOSED NEW GRAIN
ROUTE.

A proposual 18 now out to improve
French rivor, between Lake Niptssing
and Georginn Bay, s0 a8 to render it
navigabio, Tho lake I8 already a
ravigable body of water. By the es-
tublishment of, elevators at North Bay,
a pomt at tho northeasterly end of
thoe lake, touched by the Canadian Pa.
cific Rallway main Huoo, it is believed
that the route would become @ valuable
one for tho graln trade. It would
mahe o more direct and shocter radl
haul te Montreal than via Georgian
Bay ports. The yuestion of opening
a water routo from Georgian Bay to
Montreal, via  Fronch river, Lake
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plicants, through the mall. The ob-
jeet in view I8 the improvement of the
character and quality of the praln
grown jn Canada, an effort widily ap.
preciated, and the choice of varvieties
to be sent out will be confined to
those vwhich have becn found to suce
ceed well at the eaperimental farms.

These samples will be sent only to
those who apply personally, lists of
nanes from soeletics or individuals ean.
not be consldered.  Ouly one sample »f
one sort: can be sent to each applicant,
hencee if an individual recetves & sam.
ple of oatg ho cunnot also receive one
of wheat or barley. Appiications
should be addressed to the Director ol
Experimental Farms, Ottawa, and may
be sent any time before the 15th  of
March, alter which date the lists will
be closed, so that the samples asked
for may ali be sont out in 200d time
for sowilng. Parties writing will
pieasoe mention the sort of wrain they
would prefer and should the avatlable
stock of the variety named be ex.
Lousted, somo other good sort will be
sent in 1ts place. Ietters may be sent

Proposed Water Route Between Georglan Bay sand Montreal, via French
and Ottawa Rivers and Lake Nipissing.

Nipissing and the Ottawa river, has
been before the people for years, and
it was recently announced that British
capitaiists had become intergsted in she
proposu! and would send experts at
once to exnmine the route.  The im.
provement of I'rench river, 50 as to
apen the route as far as North Bay,
wounld therefore possibly be ounly the
first step toward opening a new water
1oute through to Montreal.

Sced Grain Samples.

TUnder instructions of the hon. min
ister of agriculture anothor distriba
tion 2f samplo packages of the hest
and most productive sorts of cercals.
ete., is now being madoe [tom the Cen-
tral Experimental farm, Otiawa, The
distribution win cousist as heretofore
cof smuples of oats, spring wheat, bar.
ley, fleid pease, Indian corn and pota
toes. Bach sample will weigh 3 pound-,
The qunlity of tho seed will be of the
xst, the varieties true to name and
tho packages will be sent [ree to ap-

& the Experimental Farm f{rce of post.
age.

The Winnipeg Free Prese says:
“Phere is much valuable land in the
vicinity of Winnipeg to which access
iy bae weather is practically impos-
stble owing to the disgram.ful coml-
tlorr of the roads. TFor this reason
farminge lands can be obtained at a
nominal figure a few miles out of the
city. If good roads coulld he secured
they wonld be a bhoon to whe city
and to the adjacent municipalities.”

Some of the Jarge dally papers of
New York have been placing new con-
tracts for their supply of paper for
this ycar It I8 stated thas they nave
beers obliged to pay much. Ligher prices
than leretofore, the figures ranging
from 2312 to 31-2¢ atwording to
grade. The manager of the Canada
Faper Company is anthority for the
statement that priees have advanced
in Canada about 1-2 to le per pound
for ook grades and from 1-10 to 1-2¢
for news grades.

A

Mauy o man would have abotter wile
it e wasn’t such a poor husband,



