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The Wor1d'a Great Fuir liai't.
At tbis time o! the year, @,%% r a irriter in

the Lenden Timeawhen the earth la bccomiog
clothed witls verdure and the 'whoie world la
putleg off i winter vealmenta le piaparation
for thce coming summer, il useras somawhat
out o! place ta direct attention ta articles only
adaptad ta winter use. Such la the enorniossa
exIent cf our Inade, however, that baforo nue
wlnter la uvar active preparations ara boitg
made fotte nazI;, iu fiel, the skias which have
dnrleg Ihe paI twe cvceka beau sold at C M.
Lampson & Co.'s sale ln College Hill1, were oh-
taincd mos:ly dening thse soimmer and fait cf
lestye'n. flot aven tIsaIfera ahonld ba bought
now fer nazI wlntr', wcar semq a malter of
astoeishmelt until Ihe readr 1 irnes aware
thît Londan la the great emearie'n of the
wcnld for fers, and that, after boing collected
f rom ait quartera of tise globe, lisey have ta hae
aiment as wldely diolnibuted. Purin gthe dis-
tribution Ibey pîa Irougsmany handa. Soane
rcccetly benght, for instance, are deiie fer
lice Easter Pair et Leipie, whare thay will ha
punehasa by Ruasian, French, Gn~rmae, Grecle,
Austriae and other inerchants cvho hava net
attended the London auctin; und comna of the
fera will, lied thoir 'Aav lu Auguat ta tice
great fair a! Nijoi Novguod for furîher
distribution, and thon thay arrive in the hande
of the wemrer tiene tae early. Thougb thare
are four series of auctions held here ench yaar,
lthe Marais tales are lice most important, tha
skies c! almoat oveny fur bearing animal et
proeant kueisun ta commcerce being included in
tisa enci meus cata'oguas, which consial in seina
cases cf me thomn 300 pages, sud contain
neanly 0,004- lots. It la no eosggeratiou ta say
&hat sobh collectin o! skies as ara ahown
each year ie Landau are unt ta ha saena le au
other- eity aither in lthe Old or New Worlý
the assortimeet belng mcont varlad. Poxres cf
ail descriptions are represeuted and buar skies
of aIl Malde ara tea senoa lu profusion, ne
foirer Ibmn 4,972 black beas skies haviscg beau
3old duriîsg lthe pat fartnigict. Siece thse laut
Afghan irar ù, uew sourc, of supply bas bean

aapd nd ire new get mmuy fine lang-haired
tigor akins, whicb fied their svay Ihraugh froim
Tibet. Semas nemarkahly fine Ppacimans cf
the lion wre aise le be san and ana skin wilh
the huea complote broegbl as much as £150.

Though selling goas on with viger frein
ncorDng until uigisî each day, the dismoai of
tha skies acceptes a fuît fortnigict. last of
city skie bruitais have simili catalogues, but
th-e burden o! the salas resta on the sicouldena
cf Lampion & Co. and the Rudsoe'a Bay Ca ,
the final namud firmn controlling f elly ticrea-
fnertica af thce whnla afforiug, iecludiug the
United States snd Alaska conslguents. Thasa
ara cf thce gri atest bulle and mont vuluable,
sud lied amotug their estomers thce Resloes,
their hat buyens, prices beiog paid hy these
merchants that seemi ta us incredible. 0f al
fers tbul of the sea otter in the mont cestly,
and eacic yemr, u it bacomes tarer, promises
ta growv more se. Luit year as much as £220
iras peid fcer a skie. and at the sales jeat
flnishad £21(j a realizod, the lower p.icc
obtaiuad bziog accounted fer by tise zkie net
bcing se fina as tisaI soid lest yaar, for tha
average adiance ou ticase fors thia year la
f 'illy 15 par cent. Sech fabulons semas fer
ikina, which et lthe mo«.t do net meeure
more tban tue yards long by tce quarters
cf a yard ie widuh, muet naturally nivaken
curlosity as ta the usas tbey are put ta. Se
greal, bnwaver, ie tha Rusaian'u lova cf fera
tisaI £50 ie thought ne extraordinury price
for a noable ta pay feir a place suifficiently
large t mrakin a cent coller, for ichicli pur.
posa the skie of the Cier le uted, it being
sepposcd ta possesa the *pecial p:opertics of
preventig thse brealis frcm Irccz«g. Next ie
peint af velue la tice ilIver fox fur, wvich lu
one case elized as much as £120 f or a skie.

* This animal, wieinl fourdl ia Cus.ada, soea-
whit belles its naeie, the hair and irool baiog
reelly black and only intermingl- d wlth white
or ailvary bains, and lice choiceet ckine are jet

blacke ithosst aey trace of wincte. Tice akins,
Hien thse soi otter, ara aimait entirely bWight
for Rassla, and go toaedon Iha collera', i tne
ladies' menies. Fdwen Rusan cal' ides
have been offenad Ibis yetr, but tha collection
containing esany dycd and infarlor skies, de.
clines af 15 ta 30 par cent had ta ho acapeilo.
Iu peint cf valna tice flait of these skies ara
couipîratlvely littl-, If any, bahled Ihoso of
the othen tua ire have mantlcead, they
belnur net a 611th thealsze, whîla as much
as £38 per skin ha, besa ide ut) ta
recent yeers Iha darkcst or blucat skIes aalloct.
ed le lice region lenown ta tise trde as Takutski,
hava ellîcer beu recolved as trîbuto or appro.
prlated by the Court authorîties aI St. Petar&.
herg. and horion are known ais Crown sablas.
But lately dealers have abtaieed possession ai
anmte gond parcelo, and Ihese hava foend thair
way ta London, felling on a inînkat willleg ta
pay oxceadlcgly hbgh prices, Engisli, Frèeh
and American fu-riors ccmpatlug slraogly fer
saima. Thoe Chineso dyo and broudon marlon
skies ta naprasent the sabla, but thoy eau ba
dceeotd by tha uuuder fur, whicc la e! a ereu'ny
colon, it heleg Impossible ta lin part lice bluish
hue characteristie cf the sable. For seina yaars
there iras ne call for ermino, and whou a yar
an tire bmck a domaed ipcsng up ani anqui ries
wara made, the Chinema informed thc marchants
tIsaI lsay had giian up cmlch[n thora, fIndieg
they ucra nsalcablo wran oblainoli, This
yaan, Isoiever, more thon 10.000 wcre raccelvod
and mot a ready sale, feîchbeg double as inuch
us could have been obtaied lait sprng, and ire
may aspect next wlner te ueo It mech lu vogue

TIefoltowieg fora, wici fores an Important
p arte!f the for Inade oY tha world, are exclusIve.
gI:seld lu London prier th thoir distribution ta
th manufacturera : Skeunk, mlnk, mertan
(kuairu ta tise publicami abla), raccoon, muqash,
rad fox, Australian oppossum, and many otherq.
Ail o! these fera, icis may ha celled flic do.
moitie fera o! thea warld by reaien oI the enormn
oas quanlitien whieh sire yearly collected aud
play and active part in lice London sales, have
suffered sovere dechines, owing ta tise geeral
depresien lu Irado tbrougbaut the world and
thea lita fluanciai crisia le Ainarîca, the cruel cf
support frocs the Staes being mech fi Il thnoegic.
ont the sales. Though not iulrleslcally lice
mont valeable, thse for seul skie la lice mesî im-
portant o! any brouglst in' o this muarlal,
thea Octobor sales bcbng composcd aiment un
tirely of th sea tkis, arrangements a! Jote
years havieg been made that lice total yemrly
produce o! seuls aboeld ba offéed thon, and,
therefere, Col a feir coma forward ln Jeuuery
and MercIs Tic conditions enfarcad by lice
United States Gnvernmnn on the lessaca of the
Pribyloff Islands prier te the disputa as ta t'se
Behrneg Seà fisherses, cauaed e very asrp rite
ie valuas ie 1890, whan Ihe average pnîce realiz
ed pcr skie for tise thcn reiatlvely sscîll catch
of 21,000 Alaska skies iras 146% Qd, as aigaînal
6'48 in tise precaading yar, as muci as 16J3a le
soa caes baieg made. Bet lu the followleg
yaar, thoegb oniy 13.000 Alaska skies marc
offered, ual more thon 125a s raallzed, ued
lest year'e average mas doua la 108j 4d par
skin. This decline ln petiy ta lia aocountcd
for by tise.geeraily unsutisfactery stet<, cf fin.
ancial affai'.', and aise lice Iorge mneuse lu tIsa
Norticieal catch îvhich lisas takan place since
sealing on tise isi sds and lu the Blehring Sea
bas beaeu se muais restricted by the rage litions
of the Ressie and Unitad States goeruimants.
Tisa Nortlcwest catch la now lice langeaI made,
aven 100,000 1 kies hmving bean taken fat yemr,
us eguinal scarcaly a flfth cf this uumbor a feu
ycarsamga, thisu slswieg tisaI if lice s'ai hunters
are preveutad f rom vl-ilinq the ahanas, llsay are
ahmana as weli able le' affect Iheir purpeso le
lise open sea. The langeat take o! recant yar
wes iu 1887, îvheu ne foirer thaci 228,378 seaul
altogothen mono cupturtd, but et that lime lice
Alaska catch woas fer Ian gor tian il, la at pro.
sent. Fan quacliîy tisa Alaka skîns atili main.
taie tiscir qnpericrity, the fer belng thicer
lice tisat o! eiîhar lice Copper Islands or North-
ut taahe, Tlsaugi many o! lice seul, are

c&u3ht lu Amecrican vessai, anta on Amarlean
shores, the skini are eriy %Il broui, e to REg.
land for aile, and are aise nbarly ail dresaed
and dyod hore, very fow bolng proaterd la the
Stucs, our coevonleeces for handlang. s,)rting,
selling, eo., boing enore extensive. It le pro
bible that ar financiai unl credit giving re.
sources have Ch.o au Important IL ficence in ut.
tractleg tho skies haither, and acCouet for the
fur trade baing kelp, haro, but as a centrAl mur-
ket for such produce Loulou la Incomparable.
The turnover le all fers at the four auctions
hold ln January, M iroh, June and October la
botween 3ý and 4 million sterineg. The only
othcr éale of importance outaide SEglard be.
saias» the two î;shich, we have mentloed takes
*o lait Irbit in Fubruary, v hou mobt of the

ussiau domestio furs are sold, but compari-
tlvaly thîs ls only a -local market hall away on
the othar sida of the lirai moutoains, hayoud
tihe icach of mont marchant,. Anether lui
niarkt-t svhich eau scarccly uit proent be talion
foeaeccouet, Wa beliave. takeo place at Kiact
ka, ou the bordera of the Chinasa empire, but
yet WC kuow littie eith3r about the recources of
consumptlon as a fur produoing country of that
vat country, whlch hiu yet sarcely been penn.
trutod by the travelier and explorer, much leua
tha marchant; aed It miy truly be claimad that
Lindon ls the market of the world for fue, us
it [s for se many other kine of produce.

Blritishi Iron Production in 1898.
The British Iron Tende Association bas re-

cent[y published ita annuel statueent ahowleg
the production of pig iran le Great Britain for
thea calendir year 1b-93. N'-twithstaeding the
g reut strike of tha local minera ie the M:idlaud

lastriets, listing fia, n the latter p irt of Joly
te November 20, and îvhich invatvadl about

50,000 minera, cutting off supplias cf fuel for
making iran, and restricting nearly ail indus-
triai aetivlty threegheet the country, yat there
ivas a eali It -easo le the output o! plg iran
for tha yeur, thd aggregato being 6,819,841 tons
o! 2,240 pounda enob, against 0,610,890 tou in
1892, le whlch year thera was aise a ceai atrike
lu the Duratbm district, and the production feul
off over 600,000 tons. Thora had before beena
c. reduction, and lei IS92 t!ia output wast thse
smallcat ainca 1879. A large part of Great
Brltaln'a aggregate production o! pig Iran là ex.
pertad toJfnreign countrioe,muchcf aile i finaied
forma; and as trade hali beau depraascd le ahl
parts o! the world the exporta ha ve fallen aoù
vory largely, and eapeciully te the United
Statea, becuea wa hava beau producing nearly
enough Iran for domcstic purposes. Aithough
thce ialling off ie production in thia country
lat year wae over '2,000 000 tons, ht was larger
tIau that of GreatI lritale. Gerrùssey and
France arc the two othar contrica that pro.
due conpiderable pig bron, and in tha following
comparative table thce quantity in given in
maIrio tons o! 2,204 ponadeoich for Great
Britain and the United S:atea.

Thse pig iran production o! leadlrsg coantries
was le the eggregmte 23,693,490 t-ons in 1890,
aud Garmany and France, hava since increaeod
thair output, while thora hits beeu a large de.
creaio lu Great Britain and thsq United Statu,.

Thse comparisoa for two vena in given
below

1893. 1892.
United States..... .. 7,124,502 9,157,000
Great Britain........6,829,841 6,6?16 890
Ger'scany.......... .4,933,148 4.793003
France..... .... 2,032,567 2,057,258

Total ...... ..... 20,940,0i8 22 621,151
It will hae saua that the United Status hMls

the position o! the largest produer, but Great
Britain le uow ooîy a litt1e hahini, althoogh
she bas beau hs'-galy deficient fur suveral pra-
viens yari, and ia now gaieieg, se that it la
net Improbable thît ahe zmy as. urne first place
dluring the prent year, unles thera ahould bu
an ueexpactedly aarly reovery ln the produc-
tion o! titis couetry.-Jinc:enati Prl;e Cir-
rent.


