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The World's Great Fur Mart,

At thils timo of the year, sav: a writer in
tho Londen Times,when the earth is bocoming
clothed with verdure and the whole world is

utting off its winter vestments in preparation
or tho coming summer, it ssems somewhat
out of Slacc to direct attontion to articles only
adapted to winter use. Such is tho enormous
extent of our trade, howover, that beforo one
winter is uvor active preparations are being
mado forthe noxt; in faot, tho skins which have
during tho past two weeks been gold at C M.
Lampsoa & Co.’s sale in Collego Hill, were ob-
tained mosa:ly during the svmmer and fall of
last year. But even that furs should be bought
now for next winter's wear roems o matter of
astonishment uantil the readcr ' 2mes aware
that London is tho great emjuriua of the
world for furs, and that, after being collested
from all quarters of the globe, they bave to be
almost as widely distributed. During the dis.
tribution thoy pass through many hands. Some
recently bought, for instance, aro destined for
the Easter Fair at Leipsic, where they will be
purchased by Russian, French, Gorman, Greek,
Austrian and other merchants who havo ot
attended the London auctions; and so.ne of the
furs will find their way in Auvgust to the
great fair of MNijoi Novgerod for [farther
distribution, and thus they arrivo in the hands
of tho wearer none too early. Thougt there
are four series of auctions held here each year,
the March eales are the most important, the
skins of almost every fur bearing animal at
present known to commerco being included in
the enormous cata'ogues, which consist in some
cases of more than 300 pages, and contain
nearly 9,00 lots. It is no exaggeration to say
that such colleotions of skins as are shown
each year in London are nnt to boe scen in an
other city either in the Old or New Warld,
the assortment being most varied. Foxes of
all deacriptions aro represented and bear skins
of all kinds are to be seen in profussion, no
fower than 4,972 black bear skins haviog been
sold during the past fortnight. Sinco the last
Afgban war o new sourco of supply has been
tappcd, and we now get many fine loog-haired
tiger skins, which find their way through from
Tibet. Some remarkably fine epecimens of
the lion wero also to be seen and one skin with
the head completo brought as much as £150.

Though selling goes on with vigor from
morning until night each day, the disposal of
the skins occupies a full fortnight. Most of
city skin brokers have small catalogues, but
tho burden of the sales rests on the shoulders
of Lampzon & Co. and the Hudeon’s Bay Co ,
the first numed firm controlling fully three-
fourths of the whole offering, including the
United States and Alaska consignments. Theae
are of the greatest bulk and most valuable,
and find among their customers the Russiauns,
their best buyers, prices being paid by theso
merchants that seem to us incredible. Of all
furs that of the sea otter is the most costly,
and each year, as it becomes rarer, promises
to grow more 80. Last year as much as £220
was paid fer a skin, and at the sales just
finished £21¢ was realized, the lower p.ice
obtained being accounted for by the zkin not
being eo fine as that sold last year, for the
averago adiance on these fars this year is
fully 16 per cent. Such fabulous sums for
skins, which at the mo:t do not measure
more than two yards long by three quarters
of a yard in width, must paturally 2waken
curiosity ae to the utes they are put to. So
great, however, is the Russian’s love of furs
that £60 is thought no extraordinary price
for a noble to pay for o pieco aufficiently
large to mako a coat collar, for which pur-
poso tho skin of the otter is uted, it being
supposed to possess the special p:operties of
preventing the breath from Irccz'pg.  Nextin
point of vslue is the silver fox fur, which in
one case realized as much as £120 for a skin,
This animal, which {s fourd ia Cansda, some-
what belies its name, the hair and wool being
really b'ack and only intermingl-d with white
or silvery hairs, and the choicest gkins are jot

black without any trace of whito. Tho skins,
like the soa ottor, are almost entirely bonght
for Rassia, and go to adorn tho collars f tho
ladies’ mantles. Fowor Rusalan :ably skins
havo been offered this yesr, but tho collectioa
containing many dyed and ioferlor skins, do.
clines of 15 to 30 per cont had to bo agoop*el.
In point of value tho finest of theso skine aro
comparatively littls, if any, bobind thoso of
tho other two we havo montloned, the
beivg not a fifth the size, while as mua
as £33 per skin has been made. Up to
recent years tho darkest or bluost skins colleot-
ed in the region known to the trade as Takuteki,
have either been received as tribute or appro.
Eriatod by the Court authorities at St. Peters.

urg. aud honco are known as Crown sables,
But latoly doalers have obtained possesston of
some good parcels, and theso have found thoir
way to London, falling on a market williog to
pay oxceedivgly high prices, Ilnglish, French
and American fu'riors compoting strongly for
same. The Chineso dye and broaden marten
sking to ropresont tho sablo, but they can bo
deteoted by the under fur, which {sof orcnmﬁ
color, it being impossible to iinpart tho bluls
hue characteristic of the sable.  For somno yoars
there was no call for ermino, and whon o yoar
or two back a demand i prang up and enquiries
wero made, tho Chinese informed tho morohants
that they bad given up catching thom, findlng
they were unsaleablo whon obtained. This
year, howover, more than 10,000 wore recoived
and met a ready sale, fetching double as much
as could have been obtained last spring, and wo
may expeot next winter to sce it muoh in voguo
agam.

Tho foliowing furs, which form an important

art of the fur trade of the world, are exclusivo.
{ sold in London price t> their distrlbution to
the maoufacturers: Skunk, mink, marten
(known to the publicas sable), raccoon, murqash,
red fox, Australian oppossum, and mauny others.
All of these furs, which may be called tho do-
mestic furs of tho world by reason of tho onorm
ous quantities whioh are yearly collected and
play and active part in tho Loudoa sales, have
suffered sovere declines, owing to tho geuoral
depression in trado throughout tho world and
the late financial crisis in America, tho waat of
support from the States being muoh fu 1t through.
out the sales, Though not intrinsically tho
moat valuable, the fur soal skin is tho most im-
portant of any brought inlo this market,
the October sales beiog composed almoat on
tirely of these skins, arrangoments of lato
years having been made that tho total year!
produce of seals should bo offered thon, and,
therefore, ouly a fow como forward in Januvary
and March The conditions enforced by the
United States Government on the lessoes of the
Pribyloff Islands prior to the dispute as to the
Behring Sea fisheries, caused a very sharp rise
in values in 1590, when the avorage prico realiz
ed per akin for the then relatively amnall catch
of 21,000 Alaska skins was 140y 0d, as agolnst
67s in tho preceeding year, a8 much as 163s in
some cases being made, But in tho following
year, though only 13,000 Alaska skins were
offered, not more than 1258 was realizad, and
last year's avorage was down to 108s 4d por
skin. This decline is partly to bo accounted
for by the generally unsatisfactory state of fin.
ancial affairs, and also tho large increaso in the
Northwest catch which has taken place since

sealing on the islinds and in tho Behring Sea |

has been so much restricted by the rogulations
of the Russian and United States governments,
The Northwest catch is now tho largest made,
over 100,000 : kins having been taken Jast year,
ag against scarcoly o fifth of this number o fow
years ago, thus showing that if the s»al hunters
are prevented from vi-iting tho shores, they are
almoat as well able to effect their purposo in
the open seas. The largest tako of recont years
was in 1887, when no tewer than 226,378 seals
altogother were captured, bat at that t{mo tho
Alaska catch was far larger than it is ot pre-
sont. For quslity the Alaska skins atill main.
tain their superiority, the fur being thicker
thaa that of either the Copper Islands or North.
west teals, Though many of the scals are

oauzght in Amorican vessels aud on American
shores, tho skins are nearly all brou, ¢ to Eng-
land for sale, and aro also nearly all dressed
and dyed here, very fow betag prepaved in the
States, our convenioaces for handling, sorting,
solling, oto., boiug more oxtonsive. It is pro
bable that our financial and credit giving re-
tources havo also an important icflueace in at-
tracting tho skins hither, and account for tho
fur trado boing keps hero, but as a central mar-
kot for such produce Lonlon is incomparable,
The tucnover in all furs at the four auctions
hold in January, Mirch, June and October is
botweon 34 and 4 million sterliag, The only
other tale of importance outside Englard bo-
sides the two which wo have mentioned takes
%luco at Iebit in Febraary, v hon most of the

ussian domestis furs are sold, but compari-
tively this is only a local market hell away on
tho othor sido of the Ural mouantains, beyond
tho 1oach of most morchaats. Auother fuwy
market which can scarcely at present bo taken
into account, we believo, takes place at Kiact
ka, on the borders of the Chinese empire, but
yet we know littlo eithar about the resources of
consumption as a fur producing country of that
vast country, which has yet scarcoly been pene-
trated by the traveller and explorer, much less
the morchant; and it may truly de claimed that
London is the market of the world for furs, as
it is for 20 many other kinds of produce.
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British Iron Production in 1893,

The British Iron Trade Association has re-
oently published its annual statement showing
the produotion of pig iron in Great Britain for
tho calendar year 1593. Nutwithstandiog ths
great strilie of the local miners in the Midland

Istriots, lastiog fron the latter part of July
to Novembsr 20, and which iavolved about
250,000 miners, cutting off supplies of fuel for
muking iron, and restricting nearly all indus-
trial activity throughout the country, yet there
was o small it . -ease in the output of pig iron
for the year, tha aggregate being 6,829,841 tons
of 2,240 pounds each, against 6,610,890 tons in
1892, tn which year there was also a coal strike
iu the Darbam district, and the production fell
off over 600,000 tons. There had before been
& reduction, and in 1892 the output was the
amallest since 1879. A large part of Great
Britain's aggregate production of pig iron is ex-

orted to,forcign conntries,much of it in fin.shed

orms; and as trade had been depressed in all
parts of the world the exports have fallen oft
vory largely, and especially to the United
States, because ws have been producing nearly
onough iron for domestic purposes. Although
tho falling off in production in this country
last year was over 2,000 000 tons, it was larger
than that of Great Britain. Germany and
PFrance aro the two other countries that pro-
duce congiderable pig iron, and in the following
comparative tabls the quautity is given in
motrio tons of 2,204 pounds each for Great
Britain and the United S:ates.

The pig iron production of leading countries
was in the aggcregate 23,693,430 tuns in 1890,
and Germany aund Fragcs have since increased
their output, while there his been a large ds-
creato in Great B:itain and ths United S:ates.
b 'll‘ho comparisoa for two vyears is given

clow :—

1893. 1892,
United States .... .. 7,124,502 9,157,000
Great DBritain  ........ 6,829,841 6,616 830
Gernany..... evenes .4,953.148 4,793 003
France. . ceees....2,032,567 2,057,258
Total...... .... .. 20,940,058 22 624,151

It will be scon that the Uaited States holds
the position of the Jargest producer, but Great
Britain is now only a little behinl, although
she haa been largely deficient for several pre-
vious years, and is now gaining, so that it is
not improbable that she may as. ume first place
during the present year, unless there should be
an unoxpectedly early recovery in the produc-
tion of this covatry.—Tincianati Pri:e Car-
vout.



