
TRE COMMEROIALi

v aibDory id"thê -Sbof Trade.
In an idéeal stato of society anything which

tends te incroase thé p:oductive power eofine-
chanica will ccrtainly elevate tho race. by les.
sening the houre of drudgery andi giving oppor.
tunity forthe tievelopinent of sciiolars, pacte andi
sientifie men.

The henefits tramn tho use o ai achinoery as
society iii at present conititutoti are somnewhiat
doubtful. This ie especially truc in thé shae
business, bocause in ne other liait tho ingenuity
of man been more wonderftilly dieplayeti. A
single large tamily settied inl tho wildernees
without necessary agricultural impîcinents,
would ho greatly beuefitteti by the introduc-
tion of plows, harrowd, rakes anti the like,
becauso they would bc enableti te produce the
neceesarios of life ii nuch leua turne than torm-
erly, andi coula cmploy the loisure tirne in the
improvoment of their mindu.

It la evident that the niarch et labor-saving
* niachinery cannot hoe stayeti, nor would it bo

w!,e te attempt it. It is oqually evident te
thinking minds that; a change in the !a bor

* situation te countersct the tendency o('ma.
chinery to throw mon eut ot omployment, mnuet
b. made if aur cauntry ie te remain contonted
andi happy.

-la the eai-ly days of New Englauti, and'par-
ticularly Massachuseetts, matie a apecialty of
shoemnaking. In my own native town in cen-
trai Massachusetts, scarcely a man, woman or
chilti in the township,-bur, what had sonîoething
te do towarti the making ot abees. Gradually
the business frein being donc pieceineal in
hundrede et littie abhlps was collected into large
manulactaiies andi rnachinory largely increased
tha produot whilo dinîinishing the number of
wertmen. The machines for' cuttinpz soie
loather, the improvoti pegging and stitehing
machines threw.hundreds ont ef oînployrnent,

* but sinco thon other anti more wventertul in-
* ventions have appeareti. The letiag macbines,

trimmingimachines, heoling machines, crimp-
ing machines, treeing machinesè, andi many
others have increaseti tho product te a great
exton t.while decreasing the oemployes carres.
pondingly. It is gencrally admitted that
eqýough alinea can ho madie to supplyail de-niantis if the factories are run but eight menthe
pç- year on.the average, snch ia the powor ef
labor-saving machinery.

.Nnw- what advantage "as the slîemakor
gaineti by ail thie? Ho is told that shoes can
hoe bnugbt se much cheapet, that ho gete them
with much lois trouble andi in botter gradeo&.
than fornaerly,, that theso .who romain -to mun
the machines got much botter pay than fariner.
ly, andi that those whe arc shut put froin werk
gat emPloyment clsow.'hore greatly ta their adi.

* vantage. The ie. .shoemakcrs are reminded
by the firet argument et tha frishnan whe on
coming. to? America cemplaineti of the cqbt eo,
certain articles, aaying that th2ey coulà ie
bqught in. the Old eountry- for a shiling.

Whenakodwhyho dti nt rmain in Iroland,
ho sid,, Betiat,, I éouldn't geL -the ahiliiig.,
So the shemakors thriawn eut o!' 'aork say

tbycntgot t'ho shilling. The micbinery ii,
many cases rours imply, theýwatchfui eye of
a chil no tha xan heatta offainilies are tbrawn
out of enplnyment by chUdren who 8bl~iù bo-
at 8011o0.

WRiat Ricconiof ethRe nuen tlîrown eut et otu-
ployment?1 If tht.; eeek to enter any other in-
tiustry they are fioL by tbo saine labar.saving
macluinery tRie large surplus a! uueinployed laber
attables nmanutacturera te ho tynannical with
iînpunity anti neduce wages.

Tlîe remedies which tboughtfui ehoonuakers
anti otlior w9rkcrs would apply te tRie diseaset
state Of aülaire are:

Fir8t, the prohibitioni et chulti labor by an
inecae in the school age, anti the passage et
tRie inost stningent lowe againet tRie enîploymciit
et chultiren untior school ago, aiso by tue an-
actinent et apprentice lawe.

Second, hy a réduction ini the hiaure et labor
freint ton per day toeoiglit. Titis, if adopte<l
goenally, woulti requino an addition et tweuty-
five*pcr cent, te the presens. working terce anti
etiploy ail those now idle. EchR worker would
have iionay in bie pocket andi the încated dc-
unanti for commodities would witliaut doubt
make the aiglit heur day worth as nîucb in wages
as tRio former ton heaur day.

Third, tlîa placing ef sanie restriction upon
thie enorunous influx et tluousaiîds whe arc, neady
te soli their labor at almoat any price. Thie je
dangeraus anti aboulai receii-e the attention et
ail true patriots.

Thie cry et anarchiste, deémagogues anti agi.
tatene raiseti againet those who dis cues the labor
question li net prevent an impending ans.
These anc preblemes which muet ho solveti and
truc lovera et libet ty wbo dosire te prevent
disorder anticrime ahoulai consider cantiidly the
situation anti wonk earnesthy for those thinge
wbich will tend ta preserve aur peace anti pros-
perity.-FredeicLk Mason, in Shoe and Lealher
lyorL-er.

Cash Ys. Credit.
Thora is a sort o! traditional liclie! among

peoplo whe ai-a net themnselves directly con-
necteti with t.e eboce trado that eioces soli for
cash, O! course iL is knawn vcry well in the
trade that sncb is net tRie tuet, though it nmuet
ho admiitteti tRiaL the hoginning of tRie tiepantuna
from the cath systein waa madie by tira ianu-
facturera for their owîî convenience rather thtan
that et custemers. But wliile dating bille
aheai Rias become a iiecessary teature o! tRie
business, it has nat steppoti at 'that. Not only
are bills dateti abead ' for sncb a hength et tino
as will suit thie cenvenience o! thie nîanutactuier,
theneby enabling him ta geL hie goonds eut o!
thie way, notince e *xpenses et storage, insurance,
etc., but tlîie concession in hie favor paves tRie
way for custemens te ask favors anti they geL
theîn in the shape e! extensions on bille, at 30,
60, 90 days anti aven. Se thon the shoe tratie
is ne lenSer conducteti on a cesh basie. Indeeti
it seenîs impossible iiow te get tRie business
tawu ta à cash ais ; but tlîe next hoat thibg
that can ho tline iii te kcop collections' clesely
made anti net permit thon te nun hehinti.

Now at the beginning o! the yoar is a goond
time for inenebaute and manufacturera te stiffen
up their haekbiones anti mfako ucw resolutions
an tRie iatten o! ..olections. Thora are soe
exceptions5, but tRio général raie il, thît the
more lonicut ono je with a custemen owing a
bill, the porer customen ho hocoinea. Wble
converuy tRio more promptly collections are

matie, tho botter customoer andi botter trionti
elle beoames. Ia the firet place Whoun bille are
pramptly collocteti the cueteiner gets ail tRio
bejilfit theo le te l>e bcd ofisecaunts, etc., anti
pays no intercet. if hoe wants mîore goads, lie
thinke, well, I have sattietinip with e anti se,
1 can buy another bill of thoni te fili tp braken
assortinente. But the other lianti, if se andi se
have lot tlîeir bill rii andi charges interost, iL
inakes the custoiner fool as if lie ivero paying
tee tnuch for bis goonds, andi if hoe noode mare
goods betore'tle bill je paid, lie is alnîost cer-
tain te, ortier thein of tome bouse te which ho
lias paiti up hie bills ii tfull. In tact when a
bill rutin on a long Lime it je alinoet certain ta
croate more b.u1 feelings in the endi than if thie
collections were pueheti, ati tRie bill preuiptly
paiti. TRie moral et tRie je obvious ant isj
tatight by evcry business man's expuirioico.
Keop your collectione well up. Don'L waL for
a "«botter tinie." Have a rule andi stick te it,
that whoiî bills are duo they inuit ho paiti, anti,
barring reaBonable exceptions, insist upon the
ont orceunent, et the rul. But et course, do
iL in apropornmanuler. Strictnoss in collections
may give offence, but it will nat if done prompt-
ly. (lot up the namne ot hoing prompt colle-
tors anti custonuors will pay your bille ln prof-
erenco te those of aLlier boeuses anyhow. Re.
meunher tRiat iL je dulatory colloctionà more than
all othor tbings combincti that bring about lasses
inally.-!ea*her gazette.

BRADsTREiET's, et January 14tb,-gives Mayor
Hewitt,*of New York City, credit for ai iaes
in connectien with local taxation, whichbhas
the nienit of holduîoss te recommonti it. -AI-
thougb thie ides je intended only for Newv Yorkc,

Mayor HowitL's iight ho worthy et- considora-
tien in other ciLice. SVo quota tho article ini.
full: "IMayor Hewitt, et New York, bas
maie hie annual miessage the vehicle for tRie
expression et soute soutid anti suggestive viewsý
upon taxation, which hoe bas set forth ina snch a
way as te mnake thcm likely te attract attentiont.
Hie says that the city of New York wouild ho a
large gainer by tRie abolition et taxes on per-
annal proporty. The abolition of these taxes
woulti niake nocessary tRie Ievy et an atiditienal
rate upon real estato, but thie incroe woulcl,
ho saye, ho rather nominal than substantiel,
anti wonld hoe coinponsated for bX.tRie ativauce
in thevalue et rosi estate, which would follow
inevitably. Mr. HowittLe tates a tact thorough-
Iy -weli knewn whou ho 8ays tRiaL pensonal, prop.
orty taxes are notoriously impossible ef collec-
tion in New York city, andi that their incidence
in practico e igbly unjuet. TRie xhb ergîut
te psy moat largeiy evade payment,. *hilc. the
ostates et widows anti orplians andi wards, in
chancery psy the tull amouat. Agm4in, he augz
geste that if the pensonal preperty taxes -A cre
rapealoti diL would net ho difficult te devise a
system et taxation up.on corporations enjeying
public franchiseswhich would net be.ocýçnous
te thein. In x-eterring te this peint, however,
Mayor Hfewitt ii careful te point eut -that, any
proposition te impose taxes upon what peoplo
or corporations owe, inateati of what they owno
is absolutely, xnsound. This latter pnopositien
is one which legisiaters interested in tRie succeas
et the state aad city would do weiite lay. to.
hee~t")


